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To my ever Honoured Uncle 
Daniell Shetterden Eſq; 
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: by I ſhould dedicate this 
6 ſzrall piece to you, will 
a, As 220t be askt by thoſe to 
ie FASEB whom we are both known; 
"A why I ſhould not, would. 
Tour great reſpe@ to a godly faithfull 
Miniſtry, hath meritcd to be in this 
kind confeſt by much abler pens - but 
your particular favour to mezchallen-« 
gedthe firſt fruits of mine. Tou gave 
out your hand when 1 firſt began to 
g03and your inconragement and aſſiſt- 
| ancy then (beſtdes On eve: 
| #0 be firſt acknowledged now. My ca- 
, pacity extends not to 4 fatted Calfe, 
; ont of the ſtall; I here preſent you 
" with a Bunch of Grapes, like thoſe of 
our Countrey, comparatively ſower ; 
nay poſitively ſo, for, tis out of mine 
own Vine yard, and 1 dwell in a cold 
& 3 -. 
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aire, and churliſh ſoile, that would / 


abaſe even a generous Vine, being fit- 
ter for perry and ſider.If you can pick, 
eut hence any Grape _—_ your 
pallate, that may be for food or phy- 
ſeek; if not like Fine to cheare the 
heart, yet as vinegar to whet your ſto- 
mack to what s better, T ſhall be glad 
if I may be but iz this kind ſervice- 
able ts your better thoughts, and in- 
tend your heat though per antiperi- 
ſtafin. 7 know you have candour e- 


rough fſavonrrably to interpret what © 


admits it,and charity enough to co- 
ver what's faulty,and goodneſs enough 
to accept of, and patronize what is 
(if any ſuch here be) worthy of it 5 in 
confidence whereof Ilay theſe before 
y0u,in teſtimony of my deſtres to ſerve 
you,and own purpoſe to ſhew that 1 
world a0 ſome thing to approve my 
ſelf ſomewhat worthy to be © 


Your ſo much ovliged Nephew, 
Caleb Trenchiteld. 
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l, CHRISTIAN 


C hymultrie, 


7 C ypro PALL being ſhew'd a ve» 
Ya ty rich ſhield, anſwered, that ic 
BY Was the manner of the Romans to 
BJ truſt more in their right hands, 

then their left : Bur moſt of thoſe Champions 
ſer down in the Lords book of Worthtes, 
are memo!1zed rather for the defentive then 
offenſive ; and there is uſually more henour 

got in char field by ſuffering, then doing. 

2 

Ageſlaus playing with his young fon, and 
\ tiding upon a reed to make him port, was 
dirided by one of his familiars, as bzing too 

, vaine; to whomhe anſivered, hold thy þ peace 
' ill tho thy ſelf art a father, ard then we will 
' heare thy advice, When wW2 meet wich in- 
| firmities which have befallen ſome of the ſer- 

: vantsof God in their exigencies,we are ready 
A 3 eo 


2 Hiſtory Improved. 
ro deride their weakneſle, or ſuſpe& their 


fincerity ; but ler us ſuſpend our Judge- 
ments, till ovr ſoules be in their ſoules 


{tead, 


The Minturnians LY their purpoſe 
of ſlaying Ca: Marines, into purpoſes of 
conveighing him to the Sea fide,were 1n their 
paſlage thither, either to goa great Way a- 
bour, which his danger would not allow, or 
ro go through a wood which they accounted 
facred, and the higheſt facriledge to carry any 
thing out of it, that had been once brought 
intoit: Inthis exigency, an old man among 
them ſteps our , arid reſolves the doubr , ſay» 
Ing, no way was to be ſcrupled whereby 1Ma- 
145 might be ſaved. Our dayes have thewn 
us many of that opinion, that nothing ſhould 
be accounted holy which ſtood inthe way of 
their ambition ; bur Lord, make me alwayes 
willing rather to goabour for the obtaining of 
my purpoſes, thento tread over where thou 
haſt ſer bounds, | 


(4) 
Cardinall Poo'e Ws. choſen'Pope by a free 
and faire Election ; yer either out of an high 
Cconceir of his own worth, or too much deli- 
ring ro ſhevy his- moderation and integrity , 
would not then be confirmed ; bur willed che 
Conclave 
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Conclave to conſider of ic till che next morn- 
ing ; in which time another ot the Cardit;z-lls 
had ſo prevailed with the reſt, that they je= 
jetted Poole, and chole him Pope. Thoie 
things which we apprehend our ſelves ro be 
excellent in, we commonly dehre io much ro 
make a ſhew of, chac ( like Phyfitians who 
willing to appeare richly clad, ſwelrer in 
Pluſh in hot ſummer ) by our oftentarion we 
render that rediculous and offenſive, which 
might otherwite prove greatly to our reputa= 
tion and advantage, 


py! 
Philip King of Macedon being importun'd 
by a poor widdow to do her jultice, anſwe- 
red, that he was not at leaſure ; to whom the 
replyed, then ceaſe to be a King ; for to do 
juſtice 1s that you are a King for : which he 
hearing, apprehended himſelf ſo homely ſpo-= 
ken to, that he took care of her cauſe incon=- 
tinently, Lord, thou requireſt of us that we 
ſhould do thee {ervice, but we are ready ro 
ſay we cannot inrend it : bur it may well be 
replyed to us, then ceaſe to hve, for there- 
fore gaveſt thou us our lives, that we might 
lay them out in thy ſervice. 
+ 9" TP 
_  Hipponicas intending to dedicate a coftly 
ſtatue, was adviſed by a friend ro imploy 
A < Polt- 
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A Hiſtory Impxoved. 
Policletus a (amous workman in :he making 
of it ; but he \:1d, 7hat he would not make uſe 
of ſuch 41 one 12 that Iuſineſſe, whoſe Art 
ſhould be rather regarded then his coſt, When 
in preaching the great truchs of Goſpell Sal- 
vation, the enticing words which mans wit 
ceacheth art jought out, che arc is ſo much 
lookt upon by the auditors, that the matcer 
1s for the molt pact loſt, 


A Limner b<ing detred by a cercatn per- 
fon to draw for himan Horſe tumbling, which 
he miſtixing,drew one running 3 Which when 
he had b.oughr home, the perſon imploying 
him grew angry, thar, according as he had 
appoynted, he had not repreſented him tum- 
bling ; ro waon he anſwered, T wrne the prece, 
and your ruining Horſe is a tumbling one, Ma- 
ny differences have been among us, where- 
in we have been very angry that others have 
not concur'd with our apprehenhons, when 
th2 di Ferenc: hath ben onely che ditferenc 
way of repreſenting. (8) 

8 
- Drogenes ſeeing ſome Rhodrans gorgeouſly 
apparelled, while others admired them, ſaid, 


. Tuſb, That's nothing / but pride; and ſeeing 


ſome Spartans by, in their chred-bare Caps, 


the 


on 


i pr 


faid, Tha:'s but anther fort of pride, When 


| 


Hiſtory Improved. 5 
the vainz men of the wo;!d apply toa fan- 
raltick gallantry, tis manifeſt 'that it 1s no- 
thing bur pride; Oh would chat when religious 
perſons appeare to deny the woild , they 
did not give Cauſe to1ay , that telus 1s pride 
00, 


N 

Seypio the Conquereir of F,umiball and 
ſcourge of C ar:hage, though by many trt- 
umphs he had repl-niihed the common trea- 
ſury, yetin all his life never bought one acre 
of ground tor himſelf, nor lett money <nough 
in his Ceffers to bury kim. How many men 
have damned their ſouls that they might dye 
rich,and to that end, like overflowing Rivers, 
have growne great by the ruins of their Coun- 
trey, upon this account chiefly, that rhey 
may go out of the world wealthy ; when 
Scypios moderation and abſiinenc2, have 
reared him up a more glorious Monumehie 
then his Conqueſts, 

(10) 

Phileſtratus being imployed by Prolomy in 
building thar famous Pharos neer Alexandria, 
engraved in the ſolid and durable Marble 
his own name; and in plaiſter over it, rhe 
Kings ; thar his in time being worn. off, his 
own might be ſeen to perpetuity. Sin imprins 
reth in my fancy favourable and ſpecious 

64 * Conceirs 
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conceits of ir, but there are charaRers in my 
conſcience of another tenour, which will 
abide there, when the other are vanithr, and 
no mare to be remembred, 

(11) 

William Wickham being appoynted by King 
Edward in building a ſtately Church, wrote in 
in the windows; This work made Willian 
Wickham;tor which being charged by the King, 
as aſſuming che honour of chat work to him- 
ſelf,as the author being onely overſeer,he an- 
ſwered, that, He meant not he mad: the work , 
but t hat the morke made him; being before bur 
begearly, and then in great credir. Lord,when 
we read in thy Wo:d that we muſt work our 
our own Salvation,thy meaning 1s nor,that our 
Salvation ſhould be the effeR of our work, 
but our work the _ of thy Salvation. 

13 

The Empreſſe Mand Ying cloſely beſet 
by her enemies neere Winthefter, cauſed her 
ſelfe ro de pur into a Coffin, and as one 
dead, was ſafely conveighed through their 
Troupes, Evill concupiſcences b:fet my 
ſoul with an almolt impoſſibility of eſcaping, 
but the way to avoid them, 1s, by bzcom- 
ing dead tolin, not to live any longer 
there. 


They 
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Hiftory Improved. 7 
(13) 

They tell of a Tree in Jape», that flou- 
riſheth, and is fruicfull, if kept in a dry 
earth ; but with moyſture ( which cauſeth p- 
ther trees to flourith ) withzreth. Such is the 
ſincere Chriſtian, ro whoin the crofle is a 
crutch, affliction raiſerh up his affe<&ion, 
and the heate of perſecution makes his graces 
flouriſh, and fruirfull ; bur the-gencle hows 
ers of proſperity 0«.cayerth his g-zzennelle, and 
uſually makes his graces rorpid , 1f nor live- 


lefle. 
(14) 


Among the T wrks,eve:y on 1« of ſome Trade, 
the Grand Seignior himieli(though Lord of ſo 
many Countries, yet ) o:tly imoloyes him- 
ſelfe in ſome choſen Occuparion : becauſe 
even Adam in Paradiſe was by divine appoint- 
ment nor left idle: An huge condemnation to 
choſe ot our times ; who think 1: a diſgrace 
to be ingaged in any profitable imployment , 
whereby they may promote the common 
200d, and their own ; ing almoſt all one- 
ly of the trade of that Afſirian , whoſe Mot- 
to was, Ede, bibe, lade, 

(15 
Herbert in his travells rells of Fowle, which 
if you ſhoote ſome, the reſt fy not away, bur 


tender themſelves an cafie prey to him char 
will 
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will kill them. How many ſuch fooliſh men 
are there, whom ochers harmes make nor 
wary, buc are intangled in the ſame fetters 
of lult and miſery, wherein they have ſeen 
others, and chemſelves have been formerly 
eninared ? | | 

(16) 

The River Tigris paſſing chrough the Like 
Arethsſa, mingleth not his waters with ic , 
bur retaines ics raft and colour different 
from that of the Lake. Such ſhould the 
Chriſtian be, though converſing in the world, 
yet reſerving the ſavour of Godlinefle, and 
colour of religious 47" unallayed. 

17 

The Virgins of 4ilerws through an tn- 
kind Melancholy bzing their own executio- 
ners,and that milichief much encreafing, thee 
was a Laiy made,thac thoſe ſo dying ſhould be 
carryed niked, & expoſed ro view through 
the Ci:y, upon which that evill cealed ; 
modeſty and the thame of being ſo laid 
open, though afcer death, prevailing moze, 
then all echer conſiderations could. He 
fad is it, that among us profeſſing Chriſti- 
anity, rkere ſhould be of the ſhamefacer 
ſex ſtraining healths through their Smecks, 
&c. and profticuting that vertue, which by 


th2 hearhen was eftimaced at high a rare ? 
The 
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(13) 

The Hircamans do uſe to banquet under 
che falls of their Rivers, as in the ſhade, 
which are ſo ſteep, that they ſhoote over 
their heads, Ir often is, that wretched 
finners riot it under the guilt of thole finnes, 
that a tender conſcienced perſon would trem- 
ble co think of, 


(208-5 

They have Trunks in [dia called 
Sampatans, through which they ſhoor arrows 
{> invenomed, tharif they prick the skin, ic 1s 
very dangerous, bur if they draw vloud, ir is 
irrecoverably deadly. The firlt motions to 
fin, ariſing fromthat root of bitterneſle, ap- 
peare never wichour ſad effects; but Lord, 
ler them never draw bloud by conſent from 
my will, that their deadly yvenome ſhould 


ſeize my vitalls, 
(20) 


Demetrins King of Syria,being taken priſo- 
ver by the King of Parthia,and by him mar- 
ryed tohis own fiſter, and with all defirable 
things entertained, oft atrempted, and at lat 
effeted an eſcape into his own Countrey, 
Lord, with what enjoyments ſoever I am 
derained from thee, yer let the defire of my 
ſoule be ro thy name, and tothe remem- 
brance of thee, and art !2R ler me <b:aine an 
happy eſcape to thee, Paud 
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(21) 

Maxd the Empreile being beſieged by the 
forces of King Stephen in Oxford, when the 
ſnow covered the ground, made her eſca 
thence, by arraying her ſelf and followers in 
white ſheers. Lord, I am beſieged by thy 
juſtice, and the guilt of fin compaſleth me 
abour on every fide ; but Oh cloath me with 

he white Robe of thy Sons Righteoulneſle, 
hat I may eſcape the execution ofchy ven- 
eance. 
5 
(22) 

Sixtus Owuintus, being a great abettor of 
che Spaniſh Faftion;when a Cardinall,was the 
oreareſt enemy of it when choſen Pope, the 
Papall dignity not being compatible with the 
Spaniſh greatnefle in /taly. Lord, how far 
ſoever I abecred the reigne of fin in my heart, 


| before I received thy Spirit of adoption ; yet 


now let me ever be a zealous oppoſer of it, 
che Kingdome of {in being ſo inconſiſtent with 
the dignity of a ſon, 


23) 

The Pap:ſts ſay, that their pictures of the 
Virgin Mary are exactly like her, being 
begun by Angels, and finiſhed by Saint Luke ; 
choueh *cis to be ſeen, that in them the Pain- 
eers have uſed rheir wonted liberry, not rwo 

cf 
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of them being in all things alike, and one of 
chem of no ſmall fame, repreſenting a black- 
more : Nay there wasa fellow of them, char 
( like Apelles with his Heller ) from the beau- 
ries of ſeverall courtiſans betore him, drew 
the piRure of this Virgine. How ſafe, and to 
our credit 1s it, to continue in the truth, for 
the children of che father of lyes at one time 
or other, will ſhew their cloven feer, and to 
ou; ſhame diicover _ _ 
2 

Though the Northern people have made 
many irreſiſtible irruptions into the South , 
like a torrent bearing all before them ; yer 
*ris obſerved, that they never obtained any 
durable Empire, the Southern wir being an 
overmatch for the Northern ſtrength. If con- 
Cupiſcence break forth, and hurry into fin, ex- 
erciſing ſome ſudden aQts of tyranny, yer let ic 
not ger any ſtable dominion : let the efficacy 
of thy grace every day weare out the ſtrength 
of fin, ; 
= ES. 3,e 7 NR 

William Wickham begging ef King Edward 
che Biſhoprick of Wincheſter, was told by 
him, 1t was not fit for him, he being 10 leay- 
ed man; to Which he anſwered, That in 
recompence thereof, if his Majeſty pleaſed to 
beſtow it, he would make many learned mes : 


» 


Which 
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which he effeRed by ereQting Wizcheſter Col- 
ledge. How many of thole goods dedicated 
co the incouragement of the learned, have 
ſince the dayes of Henry the Eighth, fallen 
into :illicerate mens hands? 'twwere well if 
chey had ſomuch of Wickhams conſcience, as 
ro reimburſe ſome of them at lealt, to thoſe 
primitive plous ends, 
| (26) 

A certaine perſon of thac Parliament , 
wherein the Statute for the releife of the poor 
paſſed,and a great indeavourer for the procu- 
ring of that At, coming down into the Coyn- 


. trey, askr his Sreward what the people ſaid 


of that Statt te ? whoanſwered, that he heard 
a labouring man ſay, that whereas formerly 
he was wont to worke ſix dayes in the week; 
now he would worke bur four ; which abuſe 
of that good proviſion, ſo affefted that pious 
Patriot, tht it drew teares from his eyes in 
abundance. Lord, thou half made many p: 0+ 
viſions in thy Word for my ſupporration and 
comfort, and haſt promiſed in my neceſſities 
thy ſupply and protection ; 'bur let not my 
preſumption yf help from chee, cauſe my 
negle& of any of thoſe meanes, for my Spi- 
rituall or temporail preſervaticn, which thaw 
haſt 1njoyned, 


The 


— 
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(27 

The Sea called Sargaſſo, though four hun- 
dred miles from any land, and ſo deep as no 
«round 1s to be found by ſounding,yer abounds 
with an herb called Sargaſſo like Samper, ſo 
thick that a Ship without a [ſtrong Gale cay 
hardly make her way. Lerd, if temptation 
from withouc be never ſo far removed, yet 
che corruption of. my heart doth continually 
ſend forth the bitter fruits of evill thoughts, 
ſo that good purpoſes find very difficulc 
pallage ; but blow thou with the frefh tales 
of thy Spirit, that my reſolutions tro ſerve 
thee may have a free courſe notwithſtanding. 

(28) 

A certain perſon pretending himſelf borne 
blind, and cured of that defect by viſiting the 
ſhrine of Saint Alboz , with great concourſe 
of people admiring the Saint, and praiiing 
his faich, was brought before Humphrey called 
the 2ood Duke of Gloceſter, being ar that place 
the very day of the cure ;who ſeeming to deſire 
fatisfa&tion on the perfe&neſle of the cure, 
askt the man What colony his gown was of ? he 
anſwered, Parple,and in that rightly, and fo of 
the colour of any other thing of which he was 


; askt; where by he diſcovered his own hypo- 


Crifi2 : forfaid the Duke , If the Saint hath 
g19/:4: yo your fight, he hath not withall gi- 
71ef 
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ven you the knowledge of colours,which 1s not at 
tained but by experience, Lord , thou haſi 
wrought a cure upon the eyes of — by 


enlightning chem with thy truth ; hut let me 
net render thy cure ſuſpeRed, by undertak- 
ing to diſcerne thoſe. Myſteries, which are 
onely to be knowne by experience in heaven, 


, ( 29) 

Sir Edwiz Sandys reporteth upon his own 
knowledge of devout Papſts, who have dared 
toperjure themſelves in judgement, preſu- 
ming upon the preſent. 3nd eafie remedy of 
confeſſion. Lord, thou haſt in thy Word diſ- 
covered repentance and faith in the Bloud of 
thy Son, as the meanes of blotting our of the 
fins of my ſoule : and how apt is my heart to 
rake liberty ro fin, wich purpoſe of applying 
this remedy againſtthe evill conſequences of 
ic 2 but let me not ſo trample under my feer 
rhe Bloud of thy Covenantas an unholy thing, 
bur keepe me that ſuch preſumption may not 
prevatle over ine, 


= I] 

Upon the Coaſt 'of Norway the ayre is ſo 
jubrilly petrcing, that ic inſenfibly benums 
the members, chills the bloud, and brings 
certzin death, 1f not with ſpeed prevented ; 
25 our King James had experience, when 

Ncre 
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there he was a Royall Suirer tro Queen Arne, 
The ayre of 11] company with a peſtilent con- 
ragion doth ſeize the hearr, if not with a di- 
ligent and conſtant refiſtancy repelled. Lord, 
1 would not willingly be where ſuch a breath 
rageth, leſt like Joſeph I learne ro ſweare by 
che Life of Pharoah ; bur if by thy providence 
I am caſt into ſuch company, let me be like 
Sal: te ſeaſon them, and not be leavened 
by them, | 

I 

Inthe King of Perſia's Court, there was 
an allowance of ſeverall Countries for che 
maintenance of h1s wives apparell, one Coun= 
crey for the tire of their heads, another for 
cheir necks, and other for other parts of their 
bodies. The Engliſh nation wants little now 
of being at that paſle ; forif a Gentleman 
have twenty Farmes, how many of chem 
mult be parcelled out for his wife ? one of 
them, unlefle of good revenue, not ſufficing 
co furnith her with laced ſhooes, and other 
tingling ornaments belonging to them : And 
truly this vanity hath ſo far prevailed on 
borh ſexes, thar ir Rtarved the poore, and 

driven all 909d hoſpiallicy our of doores. 

32 

AMalhamat the King of Cambaia, accuſto- 
med immſelf fo to the earing of poyſongeng his 
> 2 reath 
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breath was venomous to thoſe that ſpake with 
him ; and thoſe women which he uſed for his 
luſt, were never the ſubjects of a ſecond dal- 
liance, but dyed in the congreſſton, Thoſe 
that accuſtome themſelves to fin, their very 
company 13 contagious, but a ſtrict familia» 
rity with them cannot bz had, without the 
oreatelt danger. 
(33) 


Bajazet the great Turke, being in his 
March againſt Tamerlane overheard a Shep- 
nerd ſweetly tuning his Oaten pipe ; to 
whom he ſaid, Happy thou that art not diſtra- 
fled with theſe ſolicitous, and weighty cares, 
We oit admire the peace and conrentedneſs 
of rhe meane eſtate, bur are more 1n love 
with the pops and vanicies of the wealthier; 
tice Alexander, who ſaid, Vellem Duogenes 
eſſe, 3 eAlexander non efſem, 

4) 

eApelles coming tothe houſe of Protoge- 
25, and not finding him at home, was by the 
ſervant required his name, that he might tell 
his Maſter who was there to ſpeake with him ; 
1n anſwer to whom, he aske for a pencil, and 
therewith drew a line on a tablet there ſtand- 
1n2,and bid him ſhew that to his Maſter when 
he came home, at fight whereof by the Art 


expreſt therein, Protogenes knew none bur 
Apells 
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Apelles hand did ir, Lord, the impulſes of 
thy Spirit,. of Satan, and my own corruption, 
make their acceſſes to my heart, bur without 
a name, by which they may be knowne whoſe 
they be; bur if the lines drawne on the tabler 
of my heart, be holy, regular, and conform- 
able to the rules of thy Word, I know then 
"tis thy hand that did it : bur if chey imprefle 
other Chara&ers, ler them be diſdained as 
none of thine, and the doore (hur againſt 
them, as thoſe that are minded to deſtroy, 


(35) 

The Romane State never met with ſuch 
difafterous fortune, as when aflailed at their 
own doores; The Ganzles and Hannball af- 
rerward Warring upon them in /taly, bring- 
ing their Common-wealth almoſt co an utter 
expiration ; becauſe in forraigne Wars they 
fought much wich Auxilliary ſtrength, befide 
their own: In the 7rahlan they were left 
toreſt upon their own leggs. Lord, I find 
my ſelfe indifferently able to refilt rempra- 
tion from withour, thy grace being aſſiſted 
with ſhame, feare, and other helps which 
reaſsn bringeth ; Bur the difhculry 1s, chen 
to ſtand when aſſailed by unruly paſſions, of 
which no eye i3 witnefſe bur thine own : 
therefore afſilt thou that infuſed principle, 
B 3 WIrh 
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with ſuch freſh ſupplies from thy ſelfe, that 
though the combate be more arduous, yet the 
victory may be certaine, 

= 7, 

There being a great mutiny among the 
Souldiers of eAlexarder the Great, he be- 
ſpake them with the moſt pacifying language 
that he might ; but obſerving that 1ather to 
exaſperate then allay their fury , he leaped 
from his Throne, and with his own hands ran 
his ſword through ſome of che molt nauti- 
nous ; upon which the reft relented, and 
begging his pardon, complyed with his com-= 
mands, When my affe&tions prove mutinous, 
and rebell againſt grace, there's no arguing 
ofthe caſe with them, ſor they gather 
ſtrength by treaty : but the way 1s, to fly in 
the face of them by an immediate deteſta- 
tion, there being no expedient in this caſe, 
like a ſpeedy reſolution, 


37 

A Grecian Ambaflador being at the Perſias: 
Courr, where is expeed that reverence 
be dcne to the King, by proftrating the bod y 
upon the ground, ( a thing ſo abhor'd by the 
Grecians that they executed ſome of theit 
Ambaſladors ar their returne ſor ſo doing ) 
he prrpoſely ler fall his Ring ar his entrance, 
rhat by flooping downe to rake it up , he 


why 
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might ſeeme to do that reverence which they 
expected, and yer preſerve his own thoughts, 
by direCting his intention to another purpole. 
Lord, how many have found out bolder and 
balder inventions, wher2with to cheat thei: 
conſciences, for the accompliſhing of the: 
ends, acting, though mere plauſibly, yer no 
leſle certainly contrary to their principles ? 
bur do thou affilt me, that 1 may exerciſe 
my ſelfe alwayes to have a conſcience? voyd 
of offence, firſt rowards thy ſelfe, and then 
cowards men, 
35 

The Lacedemomans had rwo ſaves exactly 
like, cone of which the Generall had to che 
Wars, the other remained with the Ephor: - 
meſlages of importance and ſecrecy , were 
written upon {lips of Parchment, rouled upon 
one of theſe ſtaves; weh being raken off, could 
not be read, ( the lines anſwering unequally ) 
till rouled upon the other Raffe of the ſame 
ſize, Lord, the booke of thy eternall decrees 
15 the ſaffe kept by thee, that of thy Word, 
the Raffe delivered ro me : if the chara&ers 
of thy EleAion written upon my heart are 
I-gible applyed to rhby Word , I am certaine 
they are ſuch as wil! be acknowledged by 
thee, when at that day, they (hall be appiyed 
fo thy eteirall decrees. 
| B 4 Under 
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(39) 
Under the Papacy,. any fins find eatie ab- 


ſolution, if the perſon be nor ſuſpeted of 
Preteſtaniſme ; and any opinions have tolera- 


ble favour, if not derogatory from Papall 
authority, How often ( beſides by Fehbu ) 
hath that queſtion been pur, who 15 on my 
fide, who ? and if the party have been right 
for that caule, if his religion be that of M4a- 
hemet, or his life like that of Aprcius, he 
need nor doubr bur he ſhall find fair enter- 
tainment, 


© 

The Perſian nn ded by the Great 
Turke, burnes up all which may be of any 
uſe ro ſultaine man or beaſt; that thoſe who 
cculd not þe overcome by force, might 
be weakened with fri-ine. Sime cerere & 
Baccho friget Venus, and not to make provi- 
fon for the fleſh, is nor the leaſt help ro 
adate the ſtrength of luſt, 

I : 

Ph:lomaes holes Currier paſhng from 
Ecicion to Elis, accompliſhed his journey 
thicher in much more day-light, then he 
could returne back ag:ine ; becauſe»/in his 
paſſage Weſtward, he accompanied the Sun, 
in his returne Eaſtward, contrarily : Lord, 
ſeeking after the things that are ſpiritual 


$ 


£ 
= 
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I find the comfort long abiding after thoſe 
purſuits, becauſe in ſuch aRions thy Spiric 
che Comforter beares me company ; bur the 
Rom of the things of chis life 15 quickly 
nighted, becauſe thy Þiric leads another 
courle, 
(42) 

-At that memorable battel between the 
Carthagimans and Romares at the T brafi- 
mene Lake, a very great earthquake ( at the 
ſame time happening ) was not apprehended 
by eicher Army, The moſt important and 
ſhaking cenſiderations, never ſo earneſtly 
preſt, ſeldome obraine audience from hearts 
taken up with the immoderate Cares after 
things of this life, 

| 5 Cal 

"Tis a tradition that the elder Church uſed 
the recitation of two Creeds, that called the 
Apoſtles, and the Niceze, the one with a 
low, the other witch a loud voice ; becauſe 
the firſt was compoſed in the times of perſe- 
cution, when the Church durſt bur as 1t were 
whiſper its Confeſſion ; the other in therime 
of peace, when it might make a bolder pro- 
teſon. Lord, if it be thy will, give us peace, 
chat thy Truth may be ſpoken loud, apd pro- 
fefled publickly ; if otherwiſe, give us that 
mp#7iz nor to whiſper ir, but proteſle ic 
boldly, Tere 


— a 


{ 
| 
f. 


—O—_—— 


22 Hiſtory Improved. 


44 

There was a Bengalan not lons fince, who 
is ſaid to live three hundred and thirty years, 
but inthat time had his hoary head changed 
toits 07iginall blackneſle, and his decayed 
reeth ſupplyed with new on2s, There's none 
ſhall live chat life whi.h never endeth, bur 
are ficlt new borne, and reftored, as to thoſe 
decayes which Adams fall brought, putting 
off the old man which is corrupt, with his 
deeds, and putting on the new , which after 
God is created in righteeulnzfſe and true 


holineſle, 


(45) 

I have hugely Wk"... {5H Bilhop ſhould 
be cenſured by the Pope as an Heretick, for 
aftirming Azrepodes ; the aflertion being ſo 
rationall, and Phny long before having with 
{o much evidence of reaſon, diſcourſt of it , 
But, Lord, this 1s thy juſt Judgement, that 
if we ſhut our eyes againſt ſupernaturall 
light, we ſhould be fooles in that which is 


humane, 
(45) 


The Great AMogult tor his recreation, is 
jad, to cauſe his Huncſmen to ride forth 
on a tame Elephaxt, till they find a wild 
one ; Wita wan the tame commitring figh!, 
and both engaged falt by their trunk;c, men 

(rc 


| 


ov 
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( co that purpoſe atrending ) bind the hinder 
feet of the wild one, and to ſecure him. In 
like manner Harts are taken, by falining a 
ner to the hornes of a tame one, who 
fighting with the wild, ſo ſurely entanvlerh 
his craggy hornes, that he eafily becomes a 
prey to them that waite that opportunity. 
How often 1s it, that the diflentions of 
Chriſtian Brerhren,have not onely made them 
ſerviceable to the luſts and paſſions of wicked 
men, but a prey alſo torheir cruelty ? 


Ina $kirmith between the Proteſtants and 
Papiſts in thoſe civill Wars in Frazce, a 
ſouldier of the Proteſtants party gained an 
horſe, much eſteemed of by thz enemy ; for 
the redemption of which, they offered three 
priſoners( that day taken ) in exchange ; but 
that offer being rejeed, they inraged flew 
the men immediatly before his eyes : a fern 
dayesafrer, the ſame ſouldier being engaged 
on that very horſe, was by his tiery head- 
ſtrongneſls carried ſo far into the enemies 
Troups, that he could not be brought off, bur 
was there ſlaine, and the horſe recovered. 
Lord, in that valuation which my heart ſets 
upon the things here, let me oblerve that 
due ſubordination, lealt, while I roo much 
p:12e tie things ] love much,thoſe very things 


Pro- 
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procure the lofle of thoſe things I fove 


more, 
(48) 

At Boghar a Citie of the Zagathaian 
Tartars, there isa River which cauſeth to 
them that drinke thereof a worme in the 
legge, which if not pul'd out, or partially , 
proves certainly deadly, Such 1s fin if enter- 
rained in the ſoule, begetcing a guilt, and 
fearfull expeRation of Gods vengeance, and 
ſurely damnable, if not cleanſed out by faith 


inthe Bloud of Jeſus. 


The Germans knowing themſelves no mat- 
ches for the Italian, in reſpect of their 
craft and ſubtilry, make amends for that 
want, by a peremptory ſticking to theſe reſo- 
lutions which chey had before confiderately 
eaken up, I find my ſelfe no wayes able to 
deale with that old Serpent, who hath ſo 
many methods of deceit ; bur let him ſay 
what he will, or can, Lord, do thou fix me 


1rremovably on this reſolution, / have ſaid 


I will keep thy Commandements alwayes, even 
tothe end, 


(50) 
The Inns of Po/and cive no entertainment 


ro the traveller, but bare walls, wirhout bed, 
0: board, or erher accommodation whatſo- 
ever: 


- bu . 
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' ever: Alas how oft is my heart ſuch a gueſt- 


chamber to good thoughts and pious defignes, 
where they find ſuch welcome, as decayed 
perſons have from their wealthier friends, 


(51) 

In Peru a man may paſle from Summer to 
Winter in a few houres, there being in the 
plaines a louring skie, continually Rtormes, 
and everdropping clouds ; when at the ſame 
time, the mountaines have a ſerene heaven, 
and a verdure in all reſpe&s ſuitable to a 
Summer ſeaſon. Such variety deth my hearc 
afford, where the old man rageth with unruly 
paſſions, and diſorderly affe&ions, and irre- 
oular concupiſcences ; Bur bleſled be God, 
within a little ſpace a better face of things 1s 
ro be ſeen, the regenerate part bringing in 
that calmneſſe, meekneſle, and regularity a- 
oreable ta a Goſpel Sunſhine « yea, even 
then the ſpirit is willing, when the fleſh1s 
weake, 


( 52 
- When Cyr beſieged the Citie of Babilsn, 
the River Euphrates was the greateſt obſtru- 
Etion to his defigne , till he cut out mas 
ny channels, and diverted the ſtreame into 
chem ; which before, when united, was 


d2eply Navigable, bur now divided, became 
in 
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in every place fordable, The diffuſion of che 
mind into variety of thoughts and ſubjects, 
rendets it uncapable of any deepe ſearch; bur 
he is like ro be profound , that ſums his 
thoughts to one purpoſe till obtained : Vmite 
my heart tothe feare of thy Name, 


: : 

There 1s a Piant in } CF ( an Iland of 
I:dia.) which is locomotive, the roote being 
a worme, like an houſe ſhaile ; 1f this Plant 
be.caken up, it dryeth into a ſolid ſtone : by 
how much it had exceeded other Plants in 
ſenſe, and motion, by ſs much more ( dege- 
nerating into a ſtone ) ir exc2eded in hard- 
neſs. Thus it 1s with thoſe who being once en- 
lighrned,and by ataſt of the powers of the 
world to come, tranſported beyond the com- 
mon ſore of inconſiderate ſoules ; 1t they 
apoſtatize, they become the worſt, and moſt 
ſtony hearted of men, birter ſcoffers, or cruel 
perſecutors, 


54) 

_ The Ciry reinſpurg of the Gruelphian Faci- 
on,being beſieged by the Emperour,and cruel- 
ly threatned, the women ofthe City beſoughr 
him they might have leave to depart, taking 
with them only what they could carry cn their 
backs ; to whica he confenting, they each pal! 

forth, 


4 
/ 
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* forth, bearing on their backs their husbands.IE 


love could procure a compliance between 
married couples, in thoſe things nor ſo eaſily, 
nor ( in ſome reſpe&s ) poſhbly ſo ſeemely , 
yet for*generall advantage, it would be found 
an expedient oftentimes conducing, not to 
the comfort onely , bur ſafery of both, 


(55) 


55 
Peter Walds a rich Merchant in Lyoxs , 


- walking the fireers with ſome of his friends, 


y 


' 


one of them fell ſuddenly downe dead : with 
which ſpe&acle he was ſo affe&ed, thar he 
immediately reformed his life, & became the 
beginner of the Waldenſes, which for ſo many 


| aves have ſtood forth couragious Confeflors 


1 


- 


| 


4 
'q 


of the Truth. Lord, how ſuddenly and un- 
expecedly mayeſt rhou call for this breath 
thar is in theſe noſtcils, and rime ro me ſhall 
be no more : ler me therefore umprove the 
preſencrime to do thee {ervice, and ſecure 
my ſoul, being the time to come depends up- 
on ſo much uncercainty, 


(56) 

There isa tree in Mindanao, the halfe c£ 
which Eaſterly ſited,is a great Antipoiſon; bur 
; thatpart reſpe&ing che Welt, the greateſt 
poyſonin the world, So 1s 1t inthe regene- 
race, where the fleſhly pare perperually 


bring; 
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brings forth the venomous eff[pring of vile 


luſts, bur the ſpirituall part is ina conſtant 
refiftancy againſt thoſe poyſonfull effects, 


57) | 

There are a ſort of fiſhes inthe Southern 
Ocean, which when purſued by other fiſhes 
in the Sea, fly into the ayre, but are then 
made a prey to a Sea fowle, which continually 
watcheth chat opportunity, Lord; if I am 
in private, my own unruly paſſions diſquier 
me ; if in publick, temptations from without 
aſſault me : but Oh, let thy grace be ſufficient 
for me ; that though I be Concyſſms, I may 
not be Excuſſus, though on every fide 
and ever aflailed, yet never overcome. 

(58) : 

There is an Idollin eMadare( apart of 
the Eaff-Indies) called Chocanada, which 
(they ſay ) in a viſion willed a Prieſt to fig- 


* Difie to the King of Madare, that one of they 


rwo muſt abide 1n his houſe : upon which he 
( unwilling there ſhould be any competition 
berween him and his Idoll ) reſigned his Pa- 
lace to him. How 1s it that we are lefſe com- 
plying with our God, not expelling that worſt 
part of our ſelves, our luſts, that he may be 
intempled in our hearts, 


A 
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A certain Noble — France was wont, 
when his Armor was buckled on, and approa- 
ches made to batcell, ro be raken with ſuch 
a trembling, that ic looſed the rertencive fa- 


pl culry of his body ; yet valourous in che face of 


his enemy, and with much courage loſt his 
life at the bartle of Pavye, Lord, che very 
thought of what perſecutions may befall 
becauſe of thy rtruch, makes my heart trem- 
ble ; bur if chou ingage me in that combare, 
ſupply me with thy alfilting grace, that like 
that Saunders; my preſent weaknefle, may be 
ſucceeded wich a molt ſtout conteſtation 
avainſt rhy mott invererate, and bittereſt ene- 


mies. 

a», (60) 

The c/£gyptians were wont with great coſt 
and enquiry to ſearch oura Bull ro be their 
Apis ; whom having worſhipped for a time, 
afcer their ſuperſiition they drowned ina 
fountaine, and then with great lamencaticn 
for his lofle, they imployed the like colt, and 
quelt for the finding of another, Oh the 
hazards, and hardſhips , wherewith the rhings 
of this world are ſought by us, which being 
had, we as foalithly ſpend, as if in- 
deed Satizes efſet querere , quam quea= 
fe, wen likes the Hawke we leave 
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the killea Quarry, and purſue that which 
flyes away. 
(61) 

The people of Numidia are ſaid, not to 
waſh their hands in ſome yeares, ax excuſable 
fault, for they have not water in thoſe 
Deſerts wherewith to do it, If the poor 
Indian be an irreligious, prophane, unmore 
tified finner, he wifl be in ſome reſpect, or 
comparatively excuſable, the Fountaine ope- 
ned for fin and for uncleanneſle, being ſer 
far off from him ; bur what Apology will be 
found for ſuch in our Weſtern world, where 
that fountaine is Pre manibus, 


(62) 

There is a Poole in Comogena, that ſends 
fortha mud that burneth, and is not ro be 
quenched, bur with earth. Lord, my heart 
emits burninz delires afrer worldly things, 
which will be quenched in the grave ar laſt ; 
Oh thar rhe confideration of my latrer end 
might do tc now. 

(63) 

The ſame yeare that Sagntum was deſiroy- 
ed by Hannball, a child was borne there, 
which forthwith returned back againe inro 
his mothers womb, Lord, the miſeries un- 
dergone by us in this vale of teares, might 

' meh 
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make us of his mind, who ſaid, that they were 


next which dyed ſooneſt ; bur if ic be chy 


3 will chat chey (hall be ſuffered by us, yer lec 
4 them by thy grace be ſan&ified to us, that 
7 what is neceſlary may yer be profitable, and 

$ what canner be. avoided , may yet be the 


berter by patience endured, 


(64). 

, They tell of an Tons Akdes doll among 
the Eaſt-Indians borne in a maſly charior, 
drawn by foure Elephants in proceſſion, under 
the wheels of which many perſons (ſomrimes 
to the number of five hundred ar once ) put 


' themlelves, and are ſs ſqueezed ro dearh : 


| at which times alſo, many cur off gobbers of 


/ their fleſh, and offer them to the Idoll, 


| flaying themſelves ar length in like devotion. 


Hey me, that ſuch ſhould be the effeRs of a 


: blind zealetoa blinder Deity, andthat we 


ſhould ſhrink from che ſervice of the living 


| God for feare of the loſe of profir, or credir; 


yea, that thoſe our luſts ſo peremprorily re- 
=_ , ſhould nor be cur off in deyorion to 
Im, 


(85) SOOT 

; © You may behold the e/Zgyprian temples 
| -6n the outhide 7 om wich all poſſible 
z mag= 
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magnificence, but within no other Deity .* 
then ſome vile Cat, or other ſuch contemp- 
tible creature. So 1s it with the outward * 
pomp of Papiſticall devotion, yea, and with 
the hypocritical formalities of an onely out- 
fide Religion, wherein nothing 1s more 
folemne, then the furnicure of ceremonies, 


nothing leſſe then the deyorion of hearts. 


( 66) 

At Segelmeſſe a City in Npmiadra they have 
no Fteas,(a privitedge they much boatt of )but 
are miſerably infeſted wich ſcorpions. Wick- 
ed men think they are greatly happy in being 
free from the preciſenelle, and croubleſome 
Iimications which the godly comply with, 
a poore priviledge, if compared with thoſe 
Icorpions, alſured guilt, and terror of con- 
ſcience which every aft of ſin brings along 


with 1t, 
FPS * > | 

Captaine Sar:s ſailing tro Japan, divers of 
the Japanenſes by a Religion the Jeſuats had 
taughe chem, fell down on their knees to the 
pictures of Vern and Cupid, in the Caprainzs 
Cabbin, ſuppoſing them ro be the Images 
of Jeſus and his Mother : this the Jeſuics 
will excuſe and ſay, though the object be 


erroneous, yet the worſhip was good, the 
3ntentior 
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\* intention being aright dicefed, Lord, if 
/ my charity have been miltaken, thinking I 
'3 haverelieved the truly necefſitcus, when I 
{ have given toa ſturdy vag:bond; yer accept 
3 I pray thee the {incerity of my jntentions to 
do good to thy diltrefled members, and far 
the time to come, let my miſtakes be on the 
right hand, like thoſe who inſtead of being 
7 Hoſts ro Krangets,, entertained. Angels 
7 unawares, 

(68 ) 

There 1s a Well formerly dedicated to 
Jupiter Ammon, which 1s very warme in the 
dawning ef the day, bur cooleth as the Sun 
#ers to his height, and after recovers its 
warmth as the Sun beams decline from it, So 
isit with the heart of ſpirituall zeal of pious 
ſouls, which the Sunfhine of proſpericy us 

| {ually makes languid, and well were it, if ic 

could be againe _—_— as that declinerh, 
69 

A certain Merchanc travelling through the 

Lybian Deſerts, being oppreſled with thirſt, 

gave ten thouſand Duckets for a Cup of wa- 
., Ter, How(ſenſible are men of their bodily 

' wants? and how expenſive in ſupplying 
: chem? burhow many would dye erermally, 
"2; through che ſpirituall chirſt of water of life, 
| C1 befors 
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before they would be at the thouſandrh part © 
of rhat coſt for ſupply ? 


oO 

The Indias King of en, in his Coros 
nation was cloathed with a garment pain- 
red with Skulls, and dead mens bones ; thoſe 
rude people intending to admonith him in | 
his new Soveraignty, of his own mortality. 
And how well were it, if with us of more 
knowledge, there would be more remem- 
brance of thoſe chambers of death, where 
the pomps and vanities of this world (hall 
paſle, bur a long reckoning ſhall remaine to 
be accounted for, 


(71 

The Ifle of Saint Themas upon the coaſt 
of eAfrick, is ſo exceſſively hot, that Ex- 
ropeay bodyesare not able to walke there, 
and che earth perpetually drie, there being 
neither Rivers nor raines ; bur in the mid'(t 
of the Iſle, there 1s a mountaine, ſtored with 
Wood, over which a cloud continually hang- 
eth, thar diſtillerh ſo large a dew upon thoſe 
trees, as runneth dowrie thence ſo plen- 
eifully as ſupplyerh the thirſt of men, and + 
beaſts, and plants. Lord, this heart of 
mine 15 as a barren and thirſty land , where 
26 water is, and the heat of inordinate _— 
EOS oo Tran | Jo 
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' ſorageth, thar reſolutions of well doing are 
' languid, and the exerciſes of thy grace faint : 


Buc Oh, ler the cloud of chy preſence be 
upon the mount of my retirement, that from 
chence may flow plencifull diſtillations of 
thy grace, for the remedying this barrenneſs, 
and relieving this faintneſſe ; [ will run the 
way of thy (ommandements, when thou [palt 
enlarge my heart, 
; (72) 

A certaine perſon falling into che hands 
of the Indian Cariballs, being ficke and 
taint, was by them diſmillſed witnour farther 
harme, as being judoed by them unwhol- 
ſome food, How ofcegis it that thoſe very 
rhings which we lament, and trouble us, 
by God wiſe and gracious diſpenſation be- 
come preſervarions to us, 


Z 
The Commons of England being very 
importunate with Edward the Fourth, to 
make War in France, he conſented to fatis- 
fie their importunity ; though willing rather 
ro enjoy the fruit of his Wars, and tolles, 
and ſpend the reſt of his dayes in peace : 
Therefore he takes with *him a dozen of fat 
Capon-eating Burgeſfles, who had been the 
moi zealous for that expedition, theſe he 
C 4 unployes 
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imployes in all Military ſervices, to lye in 
the open fields, ſtand whole nights upon the 
Gratds, & cauſes their Quarters to be bearen 
up with frequent Alarmes ; which was fo 
1ntollerable to thoſe far paunches,accuſtomed 
tolye on their ſofr Downes , and that could 
hardly fir on a Seffions Bench without their 
nods, that a treaty being motioned by King 
Lewis, nons were ſo forward to preile the 
= 5 of his offers, and haſten their 
rEturne into England, as they ; and when 
there, to excuſe to little done by the King, 
with ſo great preparations. Lord, how (hall 
Ibe able to keep way with the Horſemen, 
1f I cannor hold our wich the Foot ? how ſhall 
I be able to and in the day of barrell, when 
11 the cauſe of thy truth there muft be a re- 
fiſting to bloud, if I am nothing aftive in 
rehifting of fin now ? am 1 like to abide in 
the Watch-tower whole nights, that like the 
Diſciplescannor watch one houre to prevent 
remptation ? Oh ler me be therefore much 
16 ſpiricuall exerciſes new, and in cutting 
oft the right hands and plucking our of the 
righr eyes of corrupt defires, chat I may be 
ready to deny the conveniences and pre- 
ciouineſles of .life , when the emergences of 
thy intereſt ſhall call me to ir. 


In 
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7 

In the Province of Dar:ene in South Ame- 
7ica, the mens heads are ſo hard, that they 
will break a ſword ſmitten onthem, Alas, 
how many are there of ſuch darkned under- 
ſtandings and ſeared conſciences, that thoſe 
piercing diſcourſes which have deeply pene- 
crated others, make on them no impreſſions, 
bur are returned back with ſcornes and ſcoffs, 
or dafht in pieces withour effe&, 


: 95). 
Cardinall Campeizs being ſent by the 


Pope Legate into Ergland, about the di- 


vorce of Henry the eighth from the Lad 


Katherize ; Landing at Dover not in ſuc 

equipage as was by Cardinall F/o/ſey thought 
meete for his dignity, he ſent him divers 
Mules and Mulecers richly habited, to fur- 
niſh his train more pompouſly ; theſe paſ- 
ſing with the ſaid Cardinall through che City 
of London, where all rhe Cirizens arranged 
to expreſle their devotion and his wel-come ; 
being diſturbed by ſome accident, fell a kick- 
ing and flinging ſo, as down fell their Cof- 
fers broken upon the Rones, which were 
choughrro containe precious treaſures , and 
rich apparell ; bur inſtead thereof, our flew 
o1d Bootes and Shooes, broken Bridles , and 
4 | Girts, 
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. I . ; . 
Girts, to the ſolemne derifion of the red * 


Hats. Lord, to what purpoſe will it be to 
make a ſhew, and bur a ſhew of a long train 
of zraces, when my emptineſle ſhall be ma- 
niteked ar char generall aſſembly of men and 
Angells, and my hypocrifie will make me 
bur the more abundantly aſhamed, 


(77) 


There isa ground in ſome part of Italy, 
ito which what is driven is ſo faſt detained, 
as nor to be pulled out. Lord, make my hear 
of ſuch ſoile, that rhe impreſſions of thy 
Word, which alas have ſo oftgn been like 
untimely fruit, ſhaken off with every wind , 
may be hxed palt poflibility of removall, 


(78) 

The Ocean continually flowerh inte the 
Mediterranean Sea, by the Straits of Grbral- 
tar ; and the Exxine alwayes floweth into 
the ſame Sea by the Proponticke; yer is there 
no appearance that the Mediterranean 18 more 
filled, though no paſſage whereby ic ſends 
forth its waters is diſcovered; nor ſeemerh 
the Exxine Sea any thing lefſened, though 
there appeare ns ſupply of waters to ir, bur 
by ſome ſmall Rivers. Mwy there be of 
hrge revenues but bare pucſes, who * are 
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frait handedto aRts of charity, while others 
free to good works, and of much meaner 
incomes, are yet well ſtored with that, which 
co thoſe good ends they daily ſpend ; vaine 
expences by a private canſumption waſteth 
the one, while gods bleſſing by a ſecret retri- 
bution, returnes with intereſt was latd out 
upon his account, 


Neere Aſs there are ſtones which 1n few 
dayes, nor onely conſume the fleſh of dead 
bodies, bur the very bones coo; and there 
Is an earth in Paleſtine of the ſame operation, 
Lord, let the mortification of this body of 
death in me, be of the like ſpeedy execution; 
that thoſe luſts which are more confirmed 
and ſeeme more durable, may through the 
power of thy grace haye a quick conſumption, 


80 

nlins Ceſar We. 2 at Pharſalia and 
T hapſus the Cabinets of Powpey and Scypio 
his utter enemies, wherein were many Let- 
rers frem their partakers, whereby the men 
and their defignes againſt Ceſar would have 
been diſcovered; by a rarer example then 
our dayes have yeilded, without once read- 
ins th incloſed Epiſtles, cauſed them all 
gf [6 
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co be immediarely burnzd, Lord, that book * 


wherein all,even my molt ſecret 1n1quities are 
Written, will by the accuſer at that day be 
brought before thee; bur ler thy mercy blor 
our that hand-wvriting with the bloud of thy 
Son, that no charge may "elcans there, 
elther co confound or ſhame me. 


(8) 

'Tis ſaid of gAgeflaxs King of Sparto, that 
He ruled his Countrey by obeying it, gaining 
ſo far upon the Sphor: and Senate by comply- 
Ing with whart they defired, that he might do 
what himſelfe would. Lord, what freedom 
Is it to be thy ſervant? for I may then do 
what I will, if I will do but what chou com- 
mandeſt; in doing thy will, I cannot do 
amiſle, but jn ſerving thee, ſerve my ſelfe. 


(81) 

King Pirrhus being asked, Whither 
Python or Cepheſias were the beſt Fluteplayers, 
anſwered, that in his Judgement Polyperchas 
was the beZF C aptaine ; intimating that it was 
nor worth the enquiry, who were beſt skil'd 
in thoſe Arts, which were ſo little pertinent. 
Lord, ler me be offertedly ignoran:. of thoſe 
things that are wicked and vaine; well may 


rhe children of this world be wiſer in thoſe 


chings 
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* things of their generation,then the children of 


Light. The polteriry of Can are ſtoried 


/ to bethe firſt invemeers of Arts; they mighc 
| be witty in that upon which they were wholly 


intent : the pious ſeed had their aimes above; 
they might well overlook what others ſaw, 
whoſe eyes were fixt. below ; but when God 
comes to reckon up thewits of the world, 
thoſe onely wilt be accounted witty, that 
are ſo for heaven, 


82 

Summers, A bootes Jefter, kept 
a Catologue of the indiſcrerions of che Court, 
which the King deſiring to ſee, found higown 
name there, for intruiting an [r4l:an wich 
ſome thouſands of Crowns to buy Barbar 
Horſes ; bur ſaith the King, How if be fa 
returne, and bring the Horſes I gave him mu- 
ney for ? "tis then ( faith Summers ) onely 
the blotting out of your name, and purting 
his in, How ofren are we guilty of ſuch im+ 
providence*, wherein our ſuccefle is to be 
aſcribed, rot to our wiſdomes, bur others 
folly ? ſuch ſucceſſes are like welltavoured 
children of an uncomely venrer, when chough 
we dandle the babe, yer weare aſhamed of 
the mother : whereas what is done uprighely, 


and done prudently, may like 
* y » may R's + 
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produce a monſtrous birth, but hath ever its 


excuſe made for it ; rthough ic may be blam- 
ed, it cannever be ſhamed, 


($3 

Polienclus ( a very far "3 in an hot day ) 
perſwading the Athemans in an Oration, to 
make War with King Philip , Phocian told 
the people, thry ſhould do well to undertake 
:t upon ſuch a mans motion, who was likely 
to do much with his Armor on his back, that 
was 1n ſuch a ſweat with delivering au Oration, 
We are ready to think we ſhall appeare much 
for God; if we are concerned to refiſt unto 
bloud ; but how unlikely, when we come 


2 poorly off in our contentionagainſt any poor 
uſt ? 


Ageſilats being he of one of his feete, 
Was wont to prevent the mocks of others, by 
merrily jeſting himſelfe at his own infirmity, 
Lerd, we are Mephibesſheths lame in both 
our feet, when we are to run the wayes of 

y Commandements ; but our lameneſle 1s 
eaft ſubje& to thy cenſure, when it 1s moſt 
under our own, 

(8) 
The Elephant though of rhe greateſt bulk, 
and vaſteft firengch, yer above any other 
creature 


« 
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creature is plagued with flyes, and leaſt abl® 


© AL 


Ld 


ro remedy that inconvenience , not having ſo 
#much as an hatre on his tayle wherewitch ro 
7 drive them away. Lord,wich how manyincom- 


modities haſt thou alkyed the great things 


7 of this world, ſo, that it 15 queſtionable( even 


to carnall reaſon ) whether great matrers with 


their many evills, are more eligible then leſſe 


with fewer troubles. Oh therefore, ler me 
not be diſcontented with my meane eſtate, 
being a greater Cannot be had without dife 


content, 
(86) 


L. Domitins having durnk poyſon with 
intention to rid himſelfe our of this world, 
for feare of being Ceſars Captive, afrer- 
wards would by all meanes have hindred the 
operarion of it. Lord, in our exigences and 
ſtraits we are free to make large promiſes of 
what we will do for thee, and give unto thee, 
but when the ftorme is over, and the pre- 
ſent paſſion downe , we wiſh that the ebli- 
24tion had never been made, and deviſe 
ſhifcs how che penalty may be avoideU : But 
ler us be aſhatned of this incon{tancy, and be 
eſtabliſhed in the fr{t reſolution, not onely 
becauſe thou wilt not cancell the bond, but 
becauſe the debris molt juſt withour ir, 


That 
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(87 } 

That famous Caro was fourty four times | 

cal'd into Judgement, yer every time acquit- 
red, Oh how happy is it if we haye envious ' 
and malicious accuſers; yet to have impartiall | 
and upright Judges ? Lord, how often doth 
Sathan accuſe me before the Throne of thy * 
juſtice ? yer while thy Son is my Advocate | 
wich thee, I ſhall be acquitced ; not becauſe 
1 am not guilty, but becauſe he is Righteous, * 


| ( 88 | 

Alexander the Great wing preſented from 
the ſpoiles of Dariws, with a moſt rich Cabi- 
net; beſet with Gold and what elſe might 
make it more precious ; and his friends each 
of them giving his thoughts , what uſe it 
ſhould be for ; ſaid, that the Books of Ho- 
mer ſhould be kept in it, as judging chem 
fitteſt to be reſerved in ſo precious a recep- 
tacle. Lord, thou haſt given us thy Scrip- 
tures, better Books then thoſe of Homer, 
and my heart ts my moſt precious Cabin: : 
Ler other things be rejeRed as lefle valuable, 
ur ler theſe bz not onely laid up , but writ- 
ten in my heart, yea let them like Aarors 


Almond Rod bloflome and beare fruic 
alſo, 


Age/iiant 
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Ageſilans 1n his travels was wont to lodge 
in the holieſt places of the Temples. of the 
Gods, that they themſelves might be wit 
nefles of his private doings. Lord, there is 
no place but hath thee for a ſpetator, and we 
have. call'd thee ©; from our apprehenſi= 
ons of thy allſeeing preſence;ler me therefore 
be aſhamed ro do that when thou onely arc 
conſcious , which I would not ſhould be 
laid open to the veiw of men and Angels. 


| (90) 

Alexander the Great ſending to the Athe- 
mans, that they ſhould deliver up the The- 
bans which had fled to them, unleſle they 
would have him War upon them : Phocrar 

eing defired to ſpeak his opinion, faid , 
That truly he lamented much the caſe of thoſe 
Thebans : but it were better for one Cit y to 
monrne, then two, Lord, thou requirelt of 
us the delivery up of the concernments of 
flzſh and bloud, if we would have thee our 
friend ; though we are lowh ropart from 
them, yet it 1s betrer that the body lamenc 
the lofle of thoſe deare conveniences, then 


that ſoule and boy both lament eretnaily 
in Hell, 


EC 
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( 91 
Art the battell of Net, where Edward the 
black Prince led the Van, ( being then bur 
eighteen yeares of Age ) the King his Fa- 
ther drawing up a ſtrong party to a rifing 
ground, there beheld the conflict, ina rea- 


-dineſle to ſend reliefe where ir ſhould be 


wanted : The young Prince being ſharply 
charged and in ſome danger, ſends ro his 
Father for ſuccour, who delayes to ſend any ; 
{5chat another meflenger comes to crave it, 
co whom he anſwers, Go tell my ſon, that 
I am 19t ſo unexperienced a Commander, as not 
to know when ſuccour is wanted, nor ſ» careleſſe 
a Father as not then to ſend it : bur he intend- 
ed the honour of the day ſhould be his ſons, 
and therefore ler him with courage ſtand to 
1t, and be afſured that help ſhould then be 
had , when 1c might conduce moſt to his re- 
nowne. God draws forth his ſervants to 
fight in che ſpiricuall warfare, where they 
are engaged not onely againlt the ſtrong 
holds of carnall reaſon, and the exalted ima- 
oinations of their own hearts, bur alſo inthe 
picched field againſt Sathat, and his wicked 
inſtruments ; bur they { poor hearts ) when 
the charge is ſharp are ready rodeſpond, and 
cry with Peter, Save Lordg we periſh, but 
Ged is too knowing to overſee their 

1 eExigences 
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exigence?, and roo much a farher ro negle& 
their ſuccour, bur if help be delayed, ic is chat 
the viory may be more glorious, by the dif- 
ficulty of overcoming. 


| + Bo 

\ Tis faid of Crafſ#s,that though he were the 
moſt avaritious man then living, yer above 
all men he hated thoſe that were ſo. Strange 
it 1s, that though likeneſle be the crue cauſe 
of love, yet proud and coverous men 
admic no fellow : a manifeſt conviction of 
the diſordet of fin, that agrees not with its 
ſelfe'; whereas grace never is, bur is loved 
where grace 1s, 


A Getulian wept] __ aſſaulred by 
a Lion, and otherwiſe unprovided of refilt- 
ance, caſt his looſe Coat upon the Lions head, 
whereby the beaſt not only loſt his fierce- 
neſle, bur, as ifhis ſtrength had layen all in his 
eyes, was by the man eaſily taken and bound. 
When 1 have conſidered what the Lions of 
Englard have ſuffered from the Romare Bi-- 
ſhops, I have even admired how ſo great 
ſtrength and courage could be fo amared : 
but 1 obſerved the vaile of ignorance was 
throwne over their eyes, which made them 
ſorame and ſubmiſſive to thar See : a policy 
ſo ofcen proved of great . advantage, tha 

- LD 
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to this day they are in doubr whether that, 
or Divide & impera be the ſurer Trump. Thus 


have we ſeen whole heards of ſtronger cattell 


ſubje& tothe ditcipline of a little Boy, be- 
cauſe they poor creatures know not their 
one ſtrength ; and it1s eafie totake him at 
all advantage, that to prevent his own cala- 
mities 15 without eyes. 


( 94) 


A certaine perſon, at a game among the 
Athenians call'd Caſting of the Dart, {lew ac- 
cidentally with his Dart one of his compa- 
nions : Prricles ſpent an whole day with 
ſome Sophiſters his familiars, in diſpute, 
ihether the Dart, or he that threw the Dart, 
or he that wftituted the ſpert, were guilty of 
the mans death. *Tis a Proverbe, The great- 
oft Clarks are not alwayes the wiſeſt men ; and 
certainly this 15 not the lealt part of their 
folly, that they delight ro canvaſſe frivolous 
queſtions, which engender ſtrife, rather then 
edifying ; and are wittily vaine, more then 
profitably learned, either to others or them= 
ſelves : how many are there accurately ſeen 
inthe difference between eſſe and ex:ftere, 
that yer are to ſeek in that great queſtion, 
what they ſpall doto be ſaved ? 
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: Marcus Livins Governour of Tarentum, 
for the Komanes, when Hanmball tooke ir, 
kept the Caſtle till che Ciry was recovered 
againe by Fabims ; who then envyins the 
honour done to Fabizs for that exploit, ſaid 
in open Senate, that rt was nt Fabins, but 
himſelfe that was the cauſe Tarentum was ta- 
hen agaime : Truth, ſaith Fabms, for if thoy 
hadFt not oft it, I had not won it, When man 
was at'firſt created, Liberum arbitrium was 
made Governdur of thar eftare of innocency, 
bur Freewill quickly loſt ir, onely ſome . in- 
conſiderable remnants of naturall lighc re- 
ſerved : now, when glory is given to Chrift 
for mans reſtoration, Freewill ſteps up, and 
boaſts irs ſelfe rhe cauſe of mans recovery ; 
but no otherwiſe certainly, then that man had 
not needed to be reſtored, if Freewill had 
not undone him firſt, 


96 ) 

Aroftotle being nn his Phyſit:ans intend- 
ing applications to himyſaid, T hat he deſired 
to be cured, not as A Farrier doth an Horſe,but 
as aman capable of an account of the way of 
the cure: that apprehending the reaſon of 
choſe receipts, he might che berrer comply 


with the diſtaſtfullneſs of thoſe potions which 
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ſhould be received, Well were it, if in 
thoſe cures which State Phyfitians have ap- 

lyed in Religious cauſes, they would not 
6 dealc altogether by Club Law, as if one- 
ly bruireshad been their Patients ; but have P 
done us the favour, to ler us ſee the reaſon | 
he cure, thar what we could not take as 
roothſome we might yer as wholſome. 


(97) 

Acertaine wealthy Matron having promi- 
ſed a young manto make him her Heire, dy- {3 
ed, leaving him inſcribed in her Teſtament; | 

who providing a ſumptuous funerall for her 

| incerment, ſhe in the very time of the ſo- 
| lemnity ( being the ſeaventh day ) revived, 

and lived divers yeares after, to the tedious 

| prorogation of his hopes : whence aroſe that 

Proverb, Multer: ne credas, ne mortus gnidem, ' 

Lord, how often have [I been perſivaded that : 

this old man had been mortified, bur yer, to | 


' 
q the ſadding of my hearr, I find it contrary 
to expeRation revived. Lord, let not my 
nopes be diſappointed, though they be thus 
delayed, and if this body cf death do not die 
ſuddenly, yer let ir at laſt dye vtcerly. 
8 


9 \ 
| Uraba in Peru 15 of ſo rich a ſaile, that th= 
| ſeed of Cucrmbers and Melons ſowne, will 
| bs beare 
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beare ripe fruits in twenty eight dayes after. 
How happy were it, if ſuch were che foile 
of my hearr, wherein the immorrall ſeed of 
che Word might produce irs fruits with the 
like earlineſle, fertility, and plenty, Bur 
alas, how hinderly do all goad purpoſes ap- 
peare ? how ſhort of expeQarion, of the 
cime ? how long ſhall I be with you, how 


long ſuffer you ? 


(99) 

Thoſe Countries witch are ſeated under 
the Line, have then their Winter when the 
Syu is neereſt them, being then continually 
vexed with raines and ftormes. When 
the Sun of proſperity ſhines on men molt, 
*ris uſually Winter in their hearrs, and the 
tempeſts of rempration rage molt there then, 


( 100 ) 

The women in Brazil after their trayell 
foone apply themſelyes ro houMold affaires, 
the husbands ip their ſtead , keeping their 
beds, viſited, and comforted up with reſto- 
rative broths. So fareth ic with choſe vagar 
bond beggers who are well ſupplyed from 
doore to doore, till they have full cheeks, 
and toating Noſes : while the poere houſ- 
xeeper who is aſhamed to beg, lookes 
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chin,and faint ; rhe ſwear of his browes heing 


the bread of his family, yer without our 
proviſion, or pity. 


(101) 
- The Emperor Sigiſmnnds Army in his expe- 
dition againſt the Twrk,were ſo elevated with 
confidence of their own number , that they 
ſaid,if Heaven ſhould fall,they ſhould be able 
co keep ir off with their Halberts ; who yet 
were moſt of them miſerably ſlaine by rhe 
Turkes : and tis obſerved that very few Ar- 
mies have come off with vi&ory, that entred 
bartell ledge upon the wings of ſelfe-con- 
fidence. The French ac Poithiers and Agn- 
court, ſold the priſoners before the day, but 
found to their coſt, the Beare-skine was not 
to be divided before *rwas taken. Thoſe 
chat fight in that ſpiricuall combate- againſt 
ſin, Sathan, and his inſtruments, are then 
Rrongelt againſt rheir enemies, when they 
are weakeſt in themſelves: A faint hearted 


Saunders ſtands to his rackling in the fire, 


when a confident Pendleton quits the field 
before any encounter. Inthis warfare we are 


more then Conquerors, but through him 
tnar hath loved us, RD 


William 
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(102) 

iilliam Gardiner who {truck the Hoſt ous 
of the Cardinalls hand in Portugall ; when he 
had his right hand cur off, rook it up with 
his lefr,and kifled it : having his letr cur off, 
Rooped down and killed thar alſo : and being 
burn afterwards by degrees, rather roaſted 
to death then butnr , ſhew'd ſuch magnani- 
mity as was exceedingly admirable. Thomas 
Benbridge ſuffering for the Goſpell in Queene 
Maris daies,when the hre ſeiz'd on him,(nor 
being able ro indure the ſmarr thereof)cryed, 
I recant, and ſo was taken out of the fire; 
bur afcerward . repenting his fa&t, was the 
ſeaventh__ day afrer burned with much Chri- 
ſtian conſtancy, enduring the torment, which 
chrough che 111 making of the fire was very 
oreat, God pw himſelfe, not onely in 
che courage, bur inthe infrmiry of his ſer- 
vants, Gardizers reſolution gave not more 
evidence to the truth, then Bexbridg's weak- 
neſle , queſtianably whecher ſo much : for 
Benbridg's ſoft nature thew'd that ic abhor- 
red torment, and would faine have eſcaped 
the violence of fire ; bur the evidence of 
rruth was fo much upon his ſpirit, that ſeeing 
the deare things of the fleſh, and the con» 
cernments ot the {oule could nor bz joyned, 
rhe 
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the fleſh was neceſſicared ( though unwil- 
linsly ) to the terribleneſle of torment, ra- 
ther then the ſoule ſhould deny the clear- 
neſle of thatlight which fhined into ir, 


(103) 
Galba lived in the Reigne of five Empe- 


ronrs in credit, and fortunare under all of 


them; bur when Emperour himſelfe quickly 
ruined, and ſ]aine, happier under others Gp- 
vernment then his own, There is nothing to 
which the heart of man ( even in infancy } 
fhewsmore diſguſt, then fubjeRion to ano- 
thers Government : That naturall juriſdi&- 
on that one man hath over another to adviſe 
and reprove, 15 not without much' relutancy 
ſubmitted ro by any ; even then, when the 
conſcience witneflerh the debr of obedience 
ro God, the heart fecretly wiſheth the can- 
celling of that Bond, and that there were no 
ſuch ſuperiority in God, Yet what creature 
needeth ſo much Government as man ? other 
creatures conforme to thoſe rules nature hath 
enjoyned : Man 1s ( above all other ) exor- 
birant, and never more happy then when 
moſt conin'd. 


>... * JH 
The Chariot Horſes of Claudius Caſar , 
which he ſent to the Circenſan Gaines, ar 
the 
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rhe firſt ſtarring threw their driver, yer per- 
formed their courſe,and won the Prize. Thoſe 
char are of meane parts, and much exerciſe ; 
are able to do more when engaged, then they 
of greater abilities, and lefle uſe, 


( 105 ) 
The Earle of wilrſhire ſent Embaſſador 


- with ſome others by Henry the Eighth 


ro the Pope , being admitted to have Au- 
dience, the Pope held our his Toe to him to 
kiſle, which a Spaniell of the - Earls ſeeing, 
carcht in his mouth, bur the Earle ( not liking 
to take his dogs leavings) lefe the kiſle 
which he had firſt hanſelled. Sathan offer- 
eth filthy & Rinking luſts under the prerence 
of pleaſure or henour to us, which vile and 
uncleane finners greedily catch at, and well 
were it, if we were tco curious toraſt of that 
Cup, wherein thoſe ſwine have dabled. 


(106) | 

The Warbetweene the Duke of Burgun- 
dy and the Swiſſers, began bur for a load of 
Sheepskins, wherein the Duke ( refuſing all 
offers of accord ) loſt in three batrells his 
honour , wealth, -and life. Of how great 
advantage to us while we are in this world, 1s 
mcderation; whereby, even eabily , thoſe 
differences 


4 
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differences are accommodated,and miſchiefes 
ayoyded, which our frowardnefle and obſti- 
nacy widen unmeaſurably, and many times 
involve. us in utter ruine, palt recovery, 


(107) 
Do&or Harvy reporteth of a Wench liv- 
ins in the Countrey, which went to London, 
there in that Forreſt of people to conceale 
her ſhame, and lay down her great belly ; 
of which being delivered in the Moneth of 
September, and a few dayes after recovering 
ſtrength went home, where in December fol- 
lowing ſhe was brought to bed of another 
child, ro the manifeſt evidence of her diſho- 
nefty. Lord, his 1s not rhe leaſt of my infe- 
licities, chart this hearc doch fuperfetare : a 
ſuggeſtion of Satan 1s no ſooner brought forth, 
bur efcſoones my hearris delivered of ano- 
ther ; nay as Phy reports of Porticke Mice, 
eventhe young on2s yet unborne, are with 
young. Therefore, Lord, as to theſe con- 
ceprions, give my hear : what wile thou give 

1c ? eyen a barren womb, and dry breaſts, 


(108) 
A Cirizen of Afegalopolzs being on his 
death-b2d, and his friends lamenting by him, 
{atd ro them, Todyers not grievous t1 me, 


byping. 
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hoping in the other world to meet with ſuch good 
tompany,as Pythagoras, Homer, Hecatens, 
If there be ſuch an aflociation of affeRions 
between thoſe where Learning onely hath 
knit the knot, as to make death it ſelfe ro be 
defired for company ; let the Apoſtles (#- 
p12 difſolvi be no more wondred at, when the 
Ccompatiy to be enjoyed , are God the Judge 
of all, and Jeſus the Mediator of the new 
Teſtament, and the Spirits of juſt men made 
Perfe&t, and the bond of Union even the 
ſame Spirit, 


{> ;- 

s Henry the Eighth being an hunting , an ex- 
peed raine fell, whereupon one of his 
Noblemen came to him, ſaying, It raines 
hard my Leig, and hath ſpoiled your ſport ; to 
whom he ſaid, And ſo let it raine. When 
thoſe things befall us, which are above our 
power , by our patient ſufferance we bring 
them under our Command, 


| (110) 
— Artthe battell of Monrlbrey, a Noblemari 
of the King of France his fide, fled withouc 
ſtay to Luzignar, and an other of the Earls 
of Charolois (ide to Queſnay le Conrr, which 


27e aboye three hundred miles aſunder 
"were 
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"were well if in all Wars the conteſt were 
who ſhould flee fartheſt. Cerrainly in the 
barrell againſt ſing he is ſurelt of rhe viRory, 

that leaſt comes neere it; 

(111) | 
Pelicletus being ro make two Statues, coti- 
trived one of them according tothe exact 
rules of his Arr, the other according to the 
fancy of every one that came by ; which when 
he had expoſed to publicke view, the firſt 
was applauded by all, the other laught at by 
thoſe that had themſelves given dire&ion 
for its faſhion, What itching fingers hath 
every meane perſon to be medling with thoſe 
In publicke imployments ; and they who can- 
nor ken their A. B.C. will yet take upon 
them to cenſure their Teachers, and dire& 
oY rhe management of their fun&tion, Yea, 
ord, we are ready to ſay, Why is it thus ? 
and ro think if we had the diſpoſing of 
worldly affairs,thoſe things ſhould ever have 
been which have happened ; but we would 
more compendiouſly effe& thoſe ends whych 
we think God propoſeth to himſelfe:Bur we 
ic ſo, how would unruly paſſions and unbrid- 
led affections diſtort us, and lead us into fa- 
tions and fooleries, to the vexation of others, 
and diſquieting of ou: ſelves, and peryerting 
role 
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choſe ends, which culminantly ſhould have 
been in our eyes ? 


(112 ) 

On an Iland on the North of Scorland,chere 
is a Fowle which layerh but one egg, and thar 
faſtened by the lime which accompanies irs 
production at the {mall end on ſome ſtone, 
which ihe hartheth by holding ic in her foor x 
bur if it be removed from the place where 
it was faltned no Art can fix ic there againe, 
Lord, thy Spicit ſuggeſtech an holy morion, 
and falinerh on the ſtone of my heart, with 
thar evidence of the holineſfe, juſinefle, and 
coodnefle of ic which accompanierh ir; which 
if atrended ro by a carefull hand, may be 
brought forth to an happy perfe&ion ; bur if 
ic be let fall from my hearc, by ſuffering that 
evidence to coole by negligence, or be dife 
rurbed by worldlineſle, 'cis almoſt impeſſible 
in the like manner to reſertle 1c, 


(13) | 
Fhere 15 an Hill upon che Coaft of C Ame- 
rica, Where ſuch plenty of Sea Fowle rooſt, 
chat they cover it thick with their dung, foas 
no Plant grows there, which the husbandmey 
carry thence for the manuring of their 
grounds, which gakes them beare wich 
credible 


| — 
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incredible fertiliry, Lord, to that end doth 
Saran beſpread my heart with the abominable 
filth of uncleane ſuggeſtions , that a good 
thought might . have no abiding there : Burt 
le: that wicked one be diſappointed of his 
end, that what he intended fhould kill, may 
become uſefull co me, that thy. grace may be 
acuared, and exerciſed by whar he deſigned 
ſhould decay it; and the abhorrency of his 

ſ, may make me delight in, and be more 
Lions in thy ſervice, 


(114) 0H 
Alexander the Tyrant of Pheren ſeeing a . 
Tragedy ated, and being moved to teares by 
a lamentable paſlage init, roſe up, and ſaid - 
to one of his familiars, that He was aſhamed 
to ſhew himſelfe commuſerating the fained ſuffe- 
rings of others, and not to take pity of the mi- 
ſeries by himſelfe brought upon his own Citizens, 
Lord, thou haſt diſpol#d the heart of man to 
compaſſion; no heart ſo tony but admits ot 
ſome degrees : diſtrefled orphans and diſea- 
ſed Lazers we cannot but relent to, though 
not releeve : cur greateſt cruelty is ro our 
ſelves, ro that beſt part of our ſelves, our 
ſouls, which may fo juſtly lament, and cry, 
theſe are the wounds which I received i 
the houſe of my friends, 


R1:47ht 
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KY nn NET (215) | | 
having been at che Matrryrdome of 
Anſtoo, returning home was met by a friend, 
and asked, Where he had been? who anſwered, 
To learne the way ; which he went after- 
wards in a fiery Chariot, "Ts better to go to 
the houſe of mourning,then the houſe of feafiing: 
Sadneſle concraRting the ſoule, Mirth dilating 
ir, But 'cis excelknt to be preſenc ar the 
deparrure of che ſervants of God, many rare 
ExPCeriences are to be learned there : Thoſe 
ſo travelling im the very Thornieft part of the 
"7 to heaven, give choice direAion 
and confirmation : The Devill chen exer- 
ciſing them moſt, and wich greateſt variery 
of remprations, and choſe dying Swans never 
finging ſo ſweetly, as at their expiration. 


: (116) - | 9 
_ Charles the Seaventh King of France ha- 


—_— 
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violence we are drawne to good ; the feare 
of God is before our faces, as with Balaam, 
that we dare not ruſh into fin bur if theſe 
Rrivings be ſtill reſiſted, theſe motions 
Nighred, and chis feare repel'd, the time will 
be, when God will ſay my Spirit ſhall nor 
alwayes ſtrive. 


[oe 
Inthe conſpiracy of Otho againſt Galba; 
when Otho had invaded the Army; and was 
acknowledged by ic,there was a ſtrong report 
that Ortho was (laine; which very many of the 
Senators and Knights of Rome hearing, pre=- 
ſenced themſelves ro Galba, profeſſing their 
ſorrow, that the occaſion to ſhew how much 
they would have done for his ſecurity was 
caken away , of which yer ( when the truth 
proved otlienviſe ) not a man did once ap- 
peare in his defence, . Lord, when thy juftice 
ſeemes to be ſuſpended, and becauſe rhou 
puniſheſt nor ſpeedily, therefore thou wilt 
notatall ; how daring and preſumprious is 
this heart ? what promiſes of pleaſure and 
ſecurity in ſin doth ir make ? but when con- 
ſcience 1s awakened, and the expeQations of 
thy vengeance received, it is not lefſe ready 
to deſpord, then it was before preſumprious 
and daring : Therefore Lord, chough I defire 
eo 


Hiſtory Improved. 63 
to ſerve thee our of a principle of oneneſle 
with thee, aid affe&ion to thee, yer ns 
bonds are too many co reftraine- rebellious 
corruptions, and I had rather the Rod ſhould 
be ever held over me, chen I ſhould grow- 
Wancon, through the want of it, 


| Wa 5 

Mount Taxrs hath his head continually 
Covered wich ſnow, though elevated far ro- 
ward the Sun, when che much more low ly- 
ing valleys are parchr with exceſſive fervor, 
becauſe the beams of che Suti paſſing upon 
thoſe Hills obliquely , affe& them with lictle 
hear, whereas below che hear is doubled by 
reverberation. Thoſe that are ( as I may call 
them ) fingle-guile Audirors, that give the 
word an hearing, and bur an hearing, are lefc 
with cold and inowy affe&ions; bur thoſe 
have their hearts(like the Diſciples journying 
to Emazus) burning wichin them, that reflect 
the word back againe by medication. 


2 25 | | 
Philip Duke of RE 7 was wont to lay, 
That the Citizens of Gaunt love their Princes 
Son well, but their Princes never, Such is the 
fond hearc of man, diſliking and weary of 
what is in prefenr, & reaching afrer what 15 ro 
| = 4 comeg 
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come, which when obtained we as much diſ- | 


ouſt and loath, as we before fondly purſued, 


| (120) AT 

Grin@us lying upon his death bed, ſaid; 
T hat he was going to that place, where now 
Luther and Calvin agreed well together, The 
differences of Judgment that are berween 
o00d men, will be compoſed, or ar leaſt qua- 
lifted in this life , when perſecution cometh; 
but they will be extinguiſhed in the other 


world, when we ſhall ſee no more in e#mg- 


mate,bur face to face : butthe animeſities that 
are berweene evill men, ariſing from corrupt 
hearts, and curſed luſts, ſhall be exaſpera- 
red in Hell, (where like che Army of Mod:- 
1 ) every mans ſword (hall be againſt his 
brother; the Devils ſhall corment men, and 
men one another, and there ſhall be conſenc 
in nothing, bur weeping and wailing and 


grnaſhing of reeth, 


| (121) 4 

Lewis the Eleventh King of France, having 
been a great oppreſlor offs ſubjeRs by ex- 
ceffive Taxes, when he grew old reſolved to 
redrefle that and other miſchiefs, where- 
by they had been ,opprefled ; birwas ina 
ſhore time after this purpoſe _—_” by 
: death, 
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death. There_ are twelve hours inthe day, 
wherein men may Work, bur we are bad ac- 
comprtants , and reckon for the moſt part, 
that but five , which is paſt Ekven, and 
therefore as to all good purpoſes begin too 
lice ; bur happy is he that alwayes makes uſe 
of the preſenc, for he is ſure not co be diſap- 
poynted, nor miſreckoned. 


(122) 

Three Martyrs being bound to one ſtake, 
ene of them tinding his heart ſadded, and 
fainting chrough the apprehenſion of the dan- 

er, went from under the chaine and fell 

owmnand prayed, and therejn finding thar 
comfort he wanted, roſe up Joyfully, and g0- 
ing t9 his fellows, rogether with them coura- 
giouſly ſuffered. Lord, we canfaile no fur- 

erin this troublous Sea, then the gales of 
thy Spirir drive us; if thoſe” faile, we are. 
preſently becalmed, even then when our 
courſe is moſt vigorous; *cis rhou that not. one= 
ly winds up our ſoules, bur art the ſpring 
1 moves thern, if that he down their mori- 
on to thee-ward ceaſeth, for 'tis thou that 
gives us to Will and ro do, of thy good 
plealure. | | Eg 


E 3 Age flaus 
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(123) 
eAgeſilaus hearing news of the overthrow 
of Piſarder, at the very tune of his joyning 


battell with the T hebars, cauſed the con- 


rrary tidings to be reported in his Camp 


leaſt. his Sonldiers ſhould be diſcouraged ;* 


and came out himſelfe wich a Garland of 
flowers on his head, and publickly ſacrificed 
ro..chz Gods, giving them thanks for rhe 
goounews, We. have ſeen much ſuch polt- 
rick Religion in our dayes, when there ha:h 
been praying, and falting, and giving of 
thanks, nor according to the truth of our con- 
cernments, but mens ambicious ends : Bur, 


Lord, though thou haſt been thus mocked, 


and Religion made a {talking Horſe to Polt- 
Cy, yet be rhau found neverthelefe of thoſe 
that ſeek thee in truth,. and.thy ſervices' nor 
leiſe uſed,becauſe they have beenthus abuſed, 


(124). = 


- Theramenes Coming. out of an houſe, was 


no ſooner abroad, bur the houſe fell down, 
and cruſhed them that were in it; which 
00d fortune the Athentazs congratulating, he 
ſaid, O Jupiter | what is it, for which thou 
haſt farther reſerved me 2 And nor long aftet 
vngaging for the Common-wealth againſt 
the thitty Ty: ants, was by them pur to _ 
bs TY x : Lord, 


- Act cos 


” m—— 4 
- < on et. 


PO = OO 


Hiſtory Improved. 67 
Lord, when thy goodneſſe ſuccoureth us in 
our dangers, and giyeth us thoſe deliveran- 
ces which thou demielt ro others, let us take 
care not ſo much ro enjoy our {elves in that 


fafery thou haſt vouchſated us, as to anſwer 
thoſe ends wherefore thou haſt preſerved us. 


(125) 

I read of the ſiſter of Edward the third, 
married to David King of Scots, that ſhe 
was called Jave Make-peace, How fortunate 
were it, if nor every Kingdome, bur every 
Family had one deſerving that name ? For 
what animoſities are bandied berween kin- 
dred and kindred, neighbour and neighbour, 
man and wife, which an indifferent $kill pt- 
ouſly affe&ted might eafily compoſe ? 


(126) : 

'Tis faid of the Army of Vitelius, that in 
their march from Germany againſt Orho, were 
vigorous and full of courage in induring the 
troubles and hardſhips of the War, and ready 
ro execute the cammands of their Caprains ; 
but in_their march out of the City againſt 
Veſpatian, they were faint for War, bur 
prompt to all ſedirion, Lord, we are then 
ready to diſpute thy Commands, when we are 
unwilling to do them; and we are then 

| E 4 ready 
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ready ts charge thy wayes as full of difficulty, 
when we are full of floth : We thinke this 
will excuſe eur negle&, to ſay, 7 bat me do 
what we can, when indeed we do but what we 
will, meaſuring our ability not by our firength, 
but lazineſſe ; yea, we quarrel with diſci- 
pline, and find many faults with the rigour, 
or equity of it ; 'tis not becauſe the rule 1s 
not ſitaight, bur we are crooked, and it 15 
urkſome to comply with it, 


12 

"Tris faid of Galbs rh conld not ſo well 
he dcoonted irtweus,as without vices, *Tis 
nor ſeldome rhat civility is miſtaken for 
grace, and we pleaſe our ſelves that we are 
Not as others are,..then that we are what we 
ſhould be. Peter ſpeaking of thoſe that may 
apoſtatize , exprefleth them, not by their 
a&tings of grace, bur T heir eſcaping of the pol- 
Iutions of the world - The finfullnefle of fome 
fins may be diſcovered, and through: the light 
of conſcience there may be an abhorring a+ 
gainft them, where yet there is no hearty clo- 
fing with goed, nor affe&tionate application 
to the wayes of Righteouſnefſe, Lord, ler 
therefore the new creature be formed in me, 
whereby [ may not onely Be purged from dead 
worker, but purified toſerve the living God, * 
_d RES | Thomas 


Hiſtory Improved. 2% 


(128) 

Thomas Haxkes going to the fire, was re= 
queited co give them a' figne, whether the 
v31ne of burning were ſuch as might be wirh 
Patience endured, Which he promiſed to do 
by lifring his hands over his head ; fo being 
1n che fire, and now toall mens apprehenhens 
paſt moving, the holy man remembred his 
promiſe, and lifring his armes alofe, clapped 
his burne ſtumps rogether three times, 
then ſunk down wichouc any further appear- 
ance of life, That the rormene of fire ſhould 
be tollerable ro the body, is paſt imagination, 
unleife ic had firſt loſt the ſence of feeling; 
bur God that made the Buſh burne, but nor 
burne up, and rorments bodies in Well with 
fire withour conſumpcion, can make fire con- 
ſume the body, but not rermenc. Yeaifmen 
can make their conſciences ( naturallyrender) 
paſt feeling by cuſtome in fin, is ic much that 
God ſhould make che body paſt feeling 
that is dedicated ro his ſervice , and ſv» cauſe 
a bed of fire , to become a bed of doune ? 
Lord, if ſuch an exigence by thy Providence 
befall me, let me not be ſolicicous what the 
ſuffering is , buc for thy aſſiſtance to beare 
it, mean 


Is 


F 
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(129) 

In the conteſt berween Yirellins and Veſe 
patian for the Empire of Rome, there were 
overtures made to Yitelliss of agreement, to 
which he ( enervared by floth and luxury ) 
was willing to hearken, conſulting what place 
of preferment to Condition for ; being con- 
renced himſelfe to forger he had been Em- 
perour, ifathers would not have remembred 
it. Itofrenfalleth our, that they who have 
led the formeRt ranks in Religious defignes, 
while gadlinefſe hath been proſperous ; when 
ic hath met with ſmart oppoſition, have ſo far 
degenerated, as by a ſhameful! apoſtafie to 
ſide with the adverſary, glad of any poor ad- 
yantages that may bz had thence, not- aſha- 
med ro forget they were profeſſo:s, bur when 
they obſerve others remember cheir former 
profeſſion,” | Wop | 


(130) 

A Schoolemaſter walking with one of his 
Scholers by a neighbours Orchard, the Lad 
pluckr a Fig that hung over ' the Pale , which 
the Maſter'ſecing, rebuked him ſharply, and 
rooke 1t from him ; but preſently eare ir up 
himſelfe, Ohthe very many who have gree- 
dily devoured thoſe things, which they coun- 
ced a Crime for ochers to look upon, and have 

| ceclaimed 
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declaimed chat as ſacriledge, wherewith they 
have filled their own Purſes, having weather- 
cock judgements, turned *abourt wirh the 
wind of their own'conveniences, and can tell 
you ( as Ployden by the Hogs) That the caſe 
1s alvered, \ 


(231) 

Protogenes thac famous Limner was ſeaven 
yeares in drawing the Picture ' of Faliſus, 
woich when Apetes ſaw, he ſaid, T hat the 
root of the work, was much, but allayed. by the. 
ength of the time, 1 have heard tuch Sermons 
as have bcen Elephantis parts, the workes 
of thoſe who have thought a Sermon cannot. 
well be” conceived under a yeare,: or tome: 
moreths at lealt: Bur ! could .never meet 
with any aniwe ing the expeRations of fe 
tedious a biich, bur they have bzen outdone 
(as 6 the endsof a Sermon, which is toin- 
forme the judgment, and ſtir the affeions ) 
by thoſe, who have brought forth ſuch iſſues 
two or three times 1n a weeke at leaſt, 


132) 

Pyrrus being admitted by the Athemars into 
their Caſtle, Pyrraat his departure adviſed 
them Never wore to admit any Prince upon 
the like account againe ; for 16 was too great & 
temptation 
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remptation for an ordinary fidelity to avoid. 
Tine w-*when I gave my ſoule that liberty 
co diſcourſe with cempration, that it was not 
my buc thy mercy, Lord, brought me 
off ; let nor chat ſucceſle take me more ad- 
venturous, but the ſenſe of my danger, for the. 
time to come more circumſpeR and warty. 


(133) Ds 
Inthe fields about the City Narv: in /taly, 
drought cauſeth dirt, and rainy weather makes 
it duſty, How Rrapgly contrary are the effeRs 
ef the meanes of grace on the difohedienc > 
the bright rayes of divine truth giving occa- 
ſion ro corrupt reaſon to reſiſt 1t more ftrong- 
bh, 2nd the gentle ſhowers of the word raiſe 
he duſt of vile affeRtions and paſſions, ( by a 
oertaine Axtiperiflafes, like Salt in a Por of 
Snow,canducing to their farther obduration |) 
- ef cheir own nature would mallifie and 
—_ 3 2037 
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Some travellers' in Erhiopia finding ſome 
frees ina valley convenien} for their repoſe, 
alighted there to eaſe themſelves and cartell ; 
which while they were doing, one among 
them obſerving a black cloud behind him, ad- 
viſed them to a ſpeedy departure -from rhar 
5 w place; 
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place ; which they had ſcarcely done, bur fo 
great a torrent of waters came doyne there, 
where before was _— bur dry ground, 
driving all befere it, ſo as had Cerrathly been 
their ruine if they had not complyed with 
that advice, I obferve by thoſe clouds of un- 
Tuly paſſions arifing in my heart upon the pre« 
ſentation of ſome objets;that'my ſoul will be 
mighrily endangered, if thoſe occaſions of fn 
be nor avoided : Oh that my rerreat maybe 
therefore as ſpeedy, as my danger is certaine 


Cann 
A mation being madetn the Senate for the 
reſtoring of ſome Acharans to their councrey, 
who had been long banithed thence ; which 
being much argued too and fro in the Senare, 
Cato ſtands up, and tells them, 1r ſeemes they 
Were not buſie, that tould attend ſo long diſpute, 
whether Rome or Greete ſhenld bury thoſe decre= 
pir Achaians, \f we compare our ambitious 
thoughts, and emulous anitnolities, with our 
haftning to our graves, we ſhall find ourfune- 
| ralls'deferve our cate, more then our deſigns; 
for white we concrive how ro ſupplane one 
grocer death playes the Facob with tis, and 
ſupplancs us all, 


The 
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7 Eo OS y 
The Embaſladors of the late King of Swe- 
den, having been over with us, our Gallants 
had -oone taken up their faſhion of wearing 
Muffs: a mode unagreeing with our rempe- 


rate Climare, ſo as the weaker Sex, imbrace ic 


more for oltencation, then need ; and unbe- 


coming the maſculine Sex, who ſhould be 


mer4 ot aRion, and ready prim'd to'executi- 
"Thi a - : ks 
on; which madg me wonder that we being 


ſoextreamly ſelf-lovers, and ſelfe-conceited, 


fhould ſo far value others inventions, as {o 
unbecomingly to be their Apes, and that the 
faſhions of every Countrey ſhould have ſo 
many followers, thoſe onely of the Kingdome 
of Heaven excepted. 


RD » HOW = 
There is 2 fountaine in Dedove which ex- 


tinguiherh lighted firebrands pur into ic, bur 


lighteth choſe chat are extin&, Lord, if I 


come tothy word fraught wich carnall wiſ- 


.dome, 1 go blinder away then I came: 


Therefore let my mind be darke as to the 
conſultations of fleſh and bloud, without fire 
as to worldly deſires, that ic may be enlight- 
ned by thy counſells, and:enkindled wich an 
holy zeal ro thy ſervice, 


They 
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(138) ” 

They ſay that a great part of rhe Land of 
e/&gypt was Sea, but by the earth which Ns- 
las brings down with it, and ſends abroad in 
ts overflowings,is now vecome firme land, 
and exceeding fruirfull, Lord, this hearr 
of mine was all Sea, eftuating with raging 
paſſions , and produtive of innumerable 
monſtrous defires ; but by rhy.grace ir is now 
in ſome part good ſoile : Oh ler this Sea 
diminiſh daily, and this good ground grow 
every day more and more fruicfull. 


_ (139) 
Our Countriman ſaith, That be obſerved 
1 his travells in Italy, that where our Lord 
Chriſt hath ene vetary, the Virgin Mary bath 
twenty, much more frequent Altars , and en= 
riched Temples, and ſervices nure abundamly 
repeated, So taking is ſuperſtition, thar 
he 2 roges true Religion being of divine ap- 
pointment hath bur rare, and calmly affe&ed 
applycants, humane inventions hath Tritzns 
atrium, many and zealous devotoes. Briw 
thy Son ( ſay the Abiezrites to Joaſh ) that Fo 
may dye, becauſe he hath throwne downe the 
Alter of Baal, We heard no ſuch, thing be- 
fore ſpoken of, when Gods Alters were 
kid deſolate, 
| There 


DC 
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(140) 4 
There is a tree called Pacovere in Brazil, 
which beareth fruit at a certaine time very 
plencifully, bur never ſave that ence. How 
many m_ are 5 gin. who ar. ſome fit have 
appeared gallantly upon a Religious account, 
bur have been never after heard of as engaged 
in any godly defigne ; that like Huſhas 
have ftepr into play their part, buc are never 
meritioned more, . But Lord, tet my ſoule 
be like the Orange tree full of ſucceſſive 
Fruit, and let not the tree fall, bur ſo as that 
1c may bear downe ſome of the Devills buil- 
dings with it, 


2 \ I41 
There isa people Thx 9 Seuth of Afrioa, 
winch though they have twenty wivesa piece, 
or more, yet bury. their children aſſoone as 
borne, nor being willing to be combred with 
their education, Our reeming hearts are 
Inſtar vigintt, incredibly fruitfull of corrupt 
thoughts ; bur though they will conceive 
and bring forth, 'ris our prudence to ſtifle 
them in the birth, for they cannot be 


brought up without , not our trouble onely; 
bur our rvine, 


Tigers 
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| (142) 

The T :ger ( they ſay ) when hungrey is a 
very valiant creature,nor dreading any enemy; 
bur when full, will flee from a dog. Many 
have there been very daring and undaunted 
in the ingaging in, and patrocination of good 
workes, when their eſtates were mean ; bur 
when they have been warme with wealth, 
and well furred with large revenues, any fee- 
ble oppolicion hath quelled their courages, 


( 143 
 Inthetime of Dioniz6 that Sicilian Ty 
rant, theSea was freſh for an whole day in 
the Bay of Siracuſa, Lord,-my hearc hath a 
natural] ſaltneſle , not one drop is to be 
ferched thence, bur hath an originall unſa- 
vourineſſe : Bur Oh , thou that arr able, 
wouldeſt cure that otherwiſe incurable dif- 
eaſe ; ſpeake the word, and thy ſervant (hall 
be made whole ; ſmire thou the Rock of my 
hearr,with the Rod of thy word, that thence 
may flow the living ſpring of divine charity, 


2 GS: nn 
Ifocrates is aid to ſell one Orarion of his 


for ewenty Talents, Surely Learning 1s nor 
ſo much degenerated as the price is fallen ; 
but if the incicing words which mans wiſdome 
reacherh 


_—  —— DS 
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reacheth be at ſo deare a rate, how precious 
ſhould thoſe volumes be, of which Lord thy 
holy Spiric is the indirer ? 


(145) | 
A certain2 Samian named Elpis, on the 
African ſhore met a Lion;from whom flying, 
and recovering the next tree, the dealt 
draws neere , making ſhews that he had a 
bone in his chroat, with mahy ſupplicant poſ- 
cures requires his belp ; who art length per- 
ſwaded to deſcend, and performing the office 
delired, had thanks returned him by the Li- 
on, with a conſtant tribute of the beaſts he 
caughr,during all the time of his abode in 
that coalt, *Tisnor rare to find high flowne 
perſons, like this Lion ſubmiſſive ro, and ſup- 
plicaring rhe help of thoſe of meaner confi- 
deration in their neceſſities ; bur it 1s rare to 
wn ſuch imitating this Lion in their gratt- 
tude, 


| 00 . 

There 15a beaſt called C atoblepas, whoſe 
eyes whoſoever ſees dyes immediately; bur 
yer ( according to irs name ) having an heavy 
head, looks alwayes downward, and ſo being 
ſeldome ſeen is lefle pernicious, How 
virulent and ragefull are thoſe inſtruments of 


Satan, and whither would not their malice 
| extend 
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extend its ſelfe, bur chat the divine Pro- 


vidence hath ſo ordered ir, rhat.thoſe curlt 
Cowes, ſhould have ſhort hornes ? 


| INS: ie, 
The Sea-Tortoiles being delighted with 
the morning Sun, ſo long pleaſe themſelves 
in that injoymenc, that their ſhell being drt- 
ed with the heat of the Sun, they cannor 
merg themſelves when they would , bur 
Aoarting above the water, become an eahie 


* . preytothem thardefigne the carching them, 


The ſoul chat too long, and unretiringly be- 
{tows 1ts ſelfe on the pleaſures of this world, 
will find its ſelfe in no capacity to engage 
in ſpiricuall affaires, bur at hand tobe taken 
captive, by the Devill at his will, and ina 
promptnelſle to be debauched by every temp- 
cation, | 
; 0 | ( 148) . , b p 

'Tis obſerved, the Storks which in great 
numbers come in Summer , and depart. in 
Winter, are never perceived when they 
come, though that they are come be apparent. 
The infuſions of grace in thoſe piouſly educa- 
ted, though the time when may many tim2s 
not be diſcovered, yet the being of it ( if ir 
be ) will be manitelt, and by the effects of ic 
evident, IF 
F 2 Hiſtories 
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I 

Hiſtories tell us, and my ſelfe have known, 
that where Wood hath been grub'd, Foun- 
eains have ſprung up , where before there 
were none. If we would buc pluck up thoſe 
inordinate deſires, which waſte our eſtates 
in vaine ſuperfluities, what abundance would 
there be of profitable conveniences to ſupply 
o:hers ? 

| (150) 

Argeſilars being defired by one, to heare 
a man that exactly counterfeited the Night- 
ingale, anſwered, it would not need, for he had 
often heard the Nighningale her ſelfe, When 
we are called upon to heare the dertermina- 
tions of Counſels and Fathers, and to obſerve 
che practice of Antiquitie (which it were well 
if we did exatly imitate the truth) 1t might 
be replyed, [tr were not amifſe, but that we 
have Ged himſelfe ſpeaking to #5 in the Ser:p- 


tures, whichis better, 


Fn 

The Pabaaddig3 1 the French King 
cnarging the Earle of Charaloss in bitter 
termes, with a confederacy with the Duke 
of Britaine; the Farle many times increating 
his Father Philip that he would give him 
leave to ſpeak for himlſelfe, the old Duke 
in 
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in the end ſaid, 7 have already anſwered for 
thee, as me-thinketh a Father ſhould anſwer 
for his Son; but if thou hait a mind to ſpeak. 
thy ſelfe,: bethink, thy ſelfe to day, and ; ary 
to morrow, and ſpare n#t, The words which 
we are to ſpeake to captious greatneſle, need 
much premedicarion, that they may. admit ot 
no exception ; But Lord, there is not a word 
in ourmouthes, which is not written in thy 
Book, for which we muſt not give an accounc 
co thy juſtice : Bur Oh char therefore I were 
ſo wary as to ſet a watch before rhe door of 
my mouth, that I offend not with my tongue, 


(152) 

Two brothers travelling upen the road, 
fell in diſcourſe of a woman known to them 
both , which one of them praiſed as very 
handiome, the other thought her faire, bur 
not ſo faire ; which difference in Judgmenc 
( though nothing pertinent co either ) yer 
grew to that paſle, as that they fell rogether 
by the ears, and had (laine one the other, if 
not accidentally parted, How many ditte- 
rent opinions are there o us (Brethren 
of the ſame Religion as to fundamencalls ) ſo 
far from being neceſlary to Salvation, that ic 
is queſtionable whether they be any thing 
pertinent, which yer we are ſo hot abour, 

E q that 
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chat nothing bur bloud will part us, when the 
things for which we have quarelled, would 
poſe a good invention to tell you, what teh- 
dency they have to the edifying of the 
Body of Chrilt, | | | 
I 

The Lejgeors Warts broken the peace 
made with the Duke of Burguzdy, for per- 
formance of which, they had given 300 
Hofſtages; it was debared in the Dukes 
Counſell what ſhould be done with the Hoſt- 
ages : The Lord of Contay adviſed to kill 
them all; a perſon of great wiſdome and mo- 
deration, and never before obſerved to ſpeak 
ſo cruelly, How uncharitable 1s it to cenſure 
any man, for one A& committed ? when a 
ſudden paſſion or acrimonious humor,may bias 
the mind quite beyond its accuſtotned tenor, 


(154) | 

Of thoſe Hoſtages which they of Lerge had 
Styen tothe Dake of Burguzdy,for the per- 
formance of their Covenants with him, upon 
cheir breach of which he ſent home unharm- 
ed ; the greateſt number proved unthankfull, 
and tooke Arms againſt the Duke : but five 
or !1x of them were ſo mindfull of the bene- 
At hey had received,” that by their meanes 


he 
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he entered Lezge, anencerprize ſo. eminent» 
chat a ſervant of the Duke ſaid, He dari 
hardly have craved of Gods hands ſo great ſuc- 
ceſſe, Excellent is it to do good, and to 
communicate; for though the ſubje&s of our 
benefation may - many ( as in a Lottery ) 
prove blankes, yet we may many times meet 
ſuch a prize, as may make ample amends. 


55) 
The City of pad begetteth wonder in the 
beholders, in this chiefly, to ſee ſo many 
Rarely and magnificent ſtructures, lifting up 
their towring heads, as if, like the Poers 
Ven, they had been begotten of the Seas 
foame, and in thar place ejefed ; or elſe 
ſeated there by as great a miracle, as that 
Faith ſhould worke, which ſhould ſay tothar 
mountaine, be thou removed, and ſerin the 
mid(ſt of the Sea, The excellent and glori- 
ous vertues of the ſervants of God deſerve 
our view and imitation ; bur this makes 
them works of wonder, that they have their 
ſear ſuch hearts, as are not unlikely onely, 
but haying in ſome reſpe& an impoſſibility ca 
ſuch produRtions. 
| (236d 
Erifthonu being lame in his feet , firſt 
invented the Chariot to hide that imper- 
TT Rn 
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fe&ion; and Pericles being long headed, was 
therefore alwayes repreſented with an Hel- 
mer ; and our Queen Are covered the 
Wen in her neck with a Ruff, which ſhe firſt 
brought in faſhion, How do we wiſh that che 
deformities of our bodies never were, or 
might ever be hid; a crooked leg, or gibbous 
ſhoulder, how it troubles us 3; which yer if 
concealed, can never be re&ified : but happy 
we if we. wereas ſenſible of the deformiries 
of our ſouls, for the remedying of which 
crookedneſſles, the holy Spiric hath given us 
ſuch ſtrait rules ro comply with. 


( 1579 

Ravillak that murthered Hewry the fourth 
of France, though in his execution he ſuffe- 
red moſt exquiſite torments, yer was obſer- 
ved never ſd much as once to name the name 
of God, er any other way make (hew of re- 
pentance. Who would put off repentance 
toa dying bed, in confidence to have ir 
then at our call? when ficknefle with the very 
; | preſentations of death its ſelfe, leaves that 
| heart unmolliged, which cuſtome in fin hath 

hardened, 


| : RY (158) ES 
FT! Altibiades went to one of his friends 


FE | houſes, that had a great feaſt, and bad —_ 
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his ſervants take away halfe the Place that 


ood on the Cupboard, wherewuh the gueſts 
incenſed, ſaid,1t was 4 bold and 1njuricy part; 
ayfaith the Maſter, very favourable hath he 
dealt with ns, that he hath left #5 any, when 
he might have taken all, Lord, when thou 
na oft our ſuperfiuities, we are ready to 
repine that thou dealeſt hardly with us; bur 
what cauſe have we rather to acknowledge 
thy clemency and goodneſle, that mayeſt 
take all, and yer leaveſt us any thing, that 
can claime naught, 


| (159) 
Fabius Maximns rode on horſeback to his 


Son being Conſull, then diſpatching atfairs 
of State inthe Market place; which che Sen 
ſeeing, ſenr an officer ro command his Father 
to alight, and come on foote, if he had any 
thing to ſay tro the Conſull: While all won- 
der at the unhandſomneſle of this Command, 
the Father alights, and haſting to his Son, 1m- 
bracing him applauds his magnanimury , 
that he had preferred the honour and intereft 
ofthe Common-wealth, before that of a Fa- 
cher, Lord, thine is the Soveraigne intereſt 
of the world, and happy we, 1t the ſenſe of 


that lye ſo much upon our hearts, as thar 
Wiate 
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whatſoever 1s deare , and precious tous elle, 
be made to vail Bonnet to chy concernmengs, 


(160) 

A Lacedemnian having loſt his Son, and 
being repreved as indulging his ſorrow, in 
that he wept for him, anſwered, Lam nt fo 
much to be reprehended, Natura enim me fle- 
bilem fecit, Lord, if we much lament the 
loſſe of our deare relations, let it noc be the 
eifect of our impatience, bur the iflue of our 
affection. 

(161) 

Dronifius being expelled S:c:l:4, and ba« 
niſhed to Corinth, was asked, What good the 
d:ftrine of Plats had done him; who replyed, 
To beare this adverſity patiently, Lord, if the 
times any when ſhould preve ſo diſaſterous, 
as to prevent the more favourable effeRts of 
thy truth, as inſtead of that love and venera- 
tion it ſhould beger, to render the profeſlors 
of it the ſubjects of perſecution, yet let us 
never be diſappointed of rhis fruit, that we 
know how in patience to peſleſle our ſouls. 


( 162) 


Alexararr being at Troy, on2 offers to 
ſhew him Parzs his Harpe; 1 marry ( ſaid he) 
I ſhould like it well, if ths couldeſt ſhew me that 
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of Achillis, When the Papiſts ſhew theic 
ſtore of relicks ro- their credulous votaries, 
me-thinks 'tis aſad Rory , they ſhould con- 
ceale the Key of Heaven ſo, as they neither 
enter in themſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe thar 
would, | | 


(163) 

When the Duke De Birs:s was beheaded, 
he demeaned himſelfe more like a Lion in a 
roile, then a Lambe on the block, and was by 
the executioner rather trapan'd to death,then 
fairly ſubmitting to that preſent neceſſity ; So 
that while we admire the courage of his life, 
we abhor his unchriſtianlike death : Whereas 
our Earle of Eſſex, though rathe: beyond him 
in high magnanimiry, yer manifeſted abun- 
dance of Chriſtian meekneſle on the Scaffold. 
Certainly 'tis an unſound maxime of our Du- 
elliſts, that a man cannot be valiant and 
religious ; orthat Foſephs anſwer to his miſtriſs, 
How ſhall I do this,and ſm againſt Ged ? would 
not do well in a challenge, Bur ſurely Lord, 
we are then molt couragious, when we are 
leaſt bold ro fin, and moſt abedient to thy 
word and Providence. | 
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(164) 

Alcibiades being accuſed by the eAthemars, 
and hiding himſelf, when found, was asked, 
if he miſtruſted the juſtice of his Countrey, no 
Jaich he, zot 1m another matter; but my life be- 
zng concerned, | mill xot truſt my owne mother, 
leaſt ſhe ſhould miſtake, and put in a black, bear 
1:jtead of a white, In the conceraments of 
this life, we are defirous to be moſt ſecured, 
and will not leave important affairs upon any 
uncertainty : but the Salvation of our ſouls , 
which it might be thought we would not truſt 
our deareſt relations with, we ſuffer to rely 
onely on the Colliers faith , and are willing 
ſhould depend uponthe moſt imprebable per- 
{waſons that can be imagined. 


EDITS. Gong. 
Agrippina being accuſed by Syllara for 
una2ining treaſon againſt her Son Nyro, 
made this her defence,T hat Syliana being bar- 
ren,myght think it a3 exfie to be vid of Sons, as a- 
dulterers;but had ſhe known the power of ma- 
rernall afte&ion, there would have been no 

robability ro accuſe of that for which nature 
It ſelfe had provided a defence, Lord, if 
others who never taſted how good the Lord 
18, fin againſt thee, though the crime be ma- 
pilcf?, yer it is lefſe unnaturall ; bur if thy 
$0DS 
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Sons be accuſed, if chat relation prove nor 
their innocency, twill aggravate their guilr, 


( 166) 

Charles Duke of Burgundy being diſcomfi- 
red at the battell of Naxcy , paſling over a 
River, was overthrowne by his Horſe, and in 
thar eftate was aflauked by a Gentleman, of 
whom he craved quarter ; but the Gentleman 
being deaf, (lew him incontinently : Yer af- 
rerwards , when he knew whom he had lair, 
he died within few dayes of meer melanche- 
ly. When God intendetrk to bring judgements 
en us, he not onely findes executioners to ef- 
fect his purpoſes, bur ſends ſuch as are as deaf 
ro our intreaties, as we have been to his 
counſels, 

ONE 

Saboins Flavits being one of the conſpira- 

cors againſt Nero, and askt by him, why he re- 

arded the military Sacrament ſo little, as to 
conſpire his death ? anſwered him ; That he 
was faithful to him while he deſers/d to be In 
ved , but he conld not but hate him fince he 
was his Mothers, Brothers, and Wives mur- 
therer , a Waggoner, Stage-Player, and In- 
ceudiary of - City - then which ſpeech 
(faith the Hiſtorian) nothing happened ro 


Nero 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Nero more vexatious ; for though he were 
prompt to do wickedly, yet impatient to bear 
che wickedneſs he did, Ir is not the leaſt parr 
of our conviction, and vanity, that we are nor 
aſhamed to be what we are afhamed to be 
thought ; when to be evill is a reall defeRion, 
co be thought ſo, bur imaginary, and rather to 
chem that think ſo chen te us, being an evill 
conception exiſting in their mindes,not other- 
wiſe applicable to us then as we are guilty, 


ons TORI | | 
The Courtiers of Galba, though under a 
ſevere Prince, were yet as injurious to the 
Common-wealth as thoſe of, Nero ; becauſe 


\Galba being old, and their time not likely to 


laſt long , they made uſe of it while it endu- 
red ; like the Dragon which laid about him, 
becaule he knew he had bur a ſhort time. How 
much doth the confideratien of the ſhorrneſs 
of time , conduce to the expedition of .hu- 
mane. affaires ? what odds berween our haſt 
ina Winters, and ina Summers day ? Yer a- 
las, how little doth the brevity of our lives, 
enforce our indeavours to be fpirirually rich; 
we loyter away.our precious © portunities in 
doing nothing , or that which is worſe then 


nothing. 77 
"Tis 
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© OTMED.. Le. } "DNS 

"Tis ſaid of Charls the Ninth, King of 
France, that accuſtoming himſelf to rip open 
the bellies; and pluck out the bowels of thoſe 
Beaſts he rook in hunting, grew very cruel, 
being nor onely the Aurhour of that unparal- 
led Pariſian Maſlacre , bur alſo many rimes 
furious to thoſe neere about him, and beloved 
by him, ofcen to their very great danger.” Tis 
fafe not to have to do with the very intro- 


| duRtions to iniquity : a wiſe man would nor 


come neer that precipice , the very behold- 
ing of which will make a man giddy: tis com- 


} monprudence to avoid that place , where we 
* judge the Air infe&ious, Our hearts are ſo 
| Fruirfull of curſed luſts, that they generate 
2: Hot by coition onely , bur by imagination: 
4 Happy he therefore that is taught: ro fly the 


very appearance of evill, and to hate, not the 
leprous body onely., but the very Garmeti 


1 ſpotted with the fleſh, 


200] 
When #:ll:am the Conquergur had taken 


| ſure footing in England , having ſeiz'd the 


greareſt part of it, and intending an expedi- 
t10n into Kext, to take that in alſo , the Ker- 
tifhmes; 


— CC— 


er 
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tiſhmes under the conduct of their Bithop 
well —_ met him not far from Smanſ- 
combe, having every one a green bough in his 
hand, and behinde them a vaſt crak of Wood- 
land. The men with boughs thus appearing 
likea Wood, and the Wood behinde being 
thought by the Conqueror to be men with 
boughs, he was unwilling to hazard his preſent 
Conquelts, by engaging with ſo conſiderable a 
force as he judg'd themto be ; and therefore 
chole rather ro condiſcend to thoſe Condit- 
ons, which they preſented to him : the ground 
of that ſaying, Kent was never conquered; 
and the cauſe chat that County hath thoſe im- 
municies the other have not. When times 
turn, and perſecutions threaten the godly,they 
poor hearts, think that there 1s a valt Army of 
oppoſition againſt them, and that their deli- 
verance is far off ; like thoſe Jewes who ſaid 
the time of this captivity is long ; therefore | 
are ready to capitulate with the enemy, and | 
comply with thoſe things which are neither | 
ſafe, nor honourable : when alas the Lyan is - 
nor ſo fierce as he is painted , nor oppoſicion 
ſo ſtrange, but the breath of the Lord can blaſt |. 
It ; nor perſecution ſo tedious, bur yet alittle 
while, and he that ſhall come, will come, and | 
will not tarry, 


Mar garet 
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| (2903. | 
. Margaret Meering being excommunicated 
by Renght, our of chac Congregation of Pro« 
1 teſtants whereof he was Pattor, wherein ſhe 
3 ſeemed to have hard dealing; yer when 
3 Ronght was impriſoned for the truth, ſhe a- 
% boveallothers affeRionatly miniſtred to bim, 
; and ſuffered Martyrdome for the truth with 
him, Tis an huge argument of a gracious 
heart, to ſubmit. co reproof ; many rhar have 
| been a&tive for Chriſt,bave yer fallen off upen. 
ſach an account. Abner that more than once » 
 ., andmorethanany, ventured his life for rh® 
, houſe of Sax!, yer deſerced ir, being checkc 


by Iſþboſheth concerning KRſpah. 
(172) 


Vitelins in his paſlage co Rowe, afrer the 
victory obtained by Cecinua and Valens a- 
: gainſt rhe Othomiars , would needs ſee.rhe 

d 4 lace where the batcel was fought, which if 
q bh newly firicken, yet would have rendred 

: an horrid SpeRacle,ſo many mangled bodyes, 
mM | and divided joynts, and carkaſles of men 
' and horſes, which careleſs death had there. 
promiſcuoufly ſcattered, giving a ſad repre» 
ſentation ; bur ir being the fourtterh day af- 
rer, the corrupted ores and putrefaFion of 


" Ew 
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lo many unburied bodyes made the ſight be- 
yond imaginationhorrible,which yer /jrcllizes 
with delight beheld, rejoycing inthe flaugh- 
rer of {o many Citizens, without the leaſt diſ- 
countenance, of fhew of miſeration, To how 
creat hardneſs of heare, and herghr of inhu- 
manicy.doth cuſtome in fin bring the ſoullwhar 
would be trembled ar by thoſe that are bur 
beginners in iniquity; 15 accornred ſHre by 
rhoſe flethr in ungodlineſs; Let the young men 
ariſe, and play before ws , ſaid Joab ;; Rare 
iporrwhete the play-mares run their ſwords 
in each others ſide; and fell down dead to- 
IZLRCT, Wy 
7. So Mao 

A certain perſon of our Countrey, kaving a 
ſuit with another a fong.time for a ſmall plor 
of ground nor worth 46 pounds, tefr by Will 
50o pounds per aur for rhe maintenance of 
the ſuit after his death. Oh the imperfe- 
tion of our Laws, or corruption of our Law- 
yers, that any fuit carnadmir of ſoredious and 
coltly a deciſion ; buralas, did he look for 
peace in Heaven, that would have a Civil 
war thus ſurvive him? 


. | 
* Aiaibiades haying done huge exploits, for 
N which 
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which the Arhemans call'd'him fron ban 
niſhmenr and made him their General, ſen- 
ding inyout with a Fleerof an roo fail;khey' 
were ſo high-flown in'their expeRtations fron” 
, ham) chat they looked to hear ſoonafrer his 
; deparrure @f the ſubduing of no ſmall Coun- 
; tryes þy him, beyond altpcffibility of accom®- 
+ pliſhing, which he not effe&ing, bur yer as 
* much asin reaſon cond be expeRed, they 
; change their former conceit 6f his ſufficiency, 
into ſuſpicion of his fidelity , and- withour 
more evidence condenined' hun, Lora, we 
are high in our expeRafiotis of great things 
.. from thee, andare ready to mutmur,as if roo 
| Rraiclydeale with by thee, not becauſe thoit 
© giveſtus not what we 'have cauſe ro expett, 
; dur becauſe we expect thar' which there 15 


Ly 


© Cauſe thou ſhouldR give us, 


| (r75) OM © 
| Harvey affirttisthe heart {though the ſorm- 
; tain of life yer tobe witkour® feeling ; which 
he proves by a Gentleman he had ſeen, who 
by an Impoſihume had ani hdle' irs his fide, 
+ through which not only the -Syſtole and DI 

+ fole of the heart might be diſcerned, but the 
heart ir ſelf couched with the finger, which 
+ yet the Getitleman _— that he felt - 
$i 2 'Tis 
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"Tis an arzument that ſuch a ſoul is of emi-, 
nent and publique conducement, uſefull re 
derive good to others , that is leſs ſenſible of 
private injuries ; when chote peevith ſpirits 
that are intent upon-cheir particular affronts, 
are raken up with their own to the negle&ing 


of what they mighe benefic the publick by. 


(176) 

In the reign of Nero, there were very 
many undone, not by their enemies only, bur 
by their friends, who: too ſolicitoufly inten- 
ding their ei thac very means rendred 
them-ſuſpe&ed, and became their ruine, If 
Satan cannot deſtroy us as an enemy, he 1n- 
deavours it asa friend ; if he cannot faſten 
his remprarions upon us under the notion 
ef ſin, and the ugly hue of a dire& oppoſition 
againſt God, he alters his method, and 
transformeth himſelf into an Angel of Light : 
if he cannot perſwade to a neglect of Gods 
ſervice, then to a ſuperſtitious worſhip of 
him ; he is like an evemy when he fawns and 
frowns, and is ever-not to be ſuſpeRted only, 
bur retiſted alwayes, for he is ever the father 


of lyes, 


King - 


x 
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177 

King Edward the ſecond being taken by 
the Queens forces, was committed to ſome 
perſons to convey him to a place of ſafery, 
who going abour to ſhave him that he might 
not be known, took cold water out of a ditch 
to waſh him with, ſaying, That ſhould ſerve his 
turn ow; to Whom he anſwered, That he 
would have warm water whether they would or 
10, even his own tears, Though the cruelty 
of enemies, and calamity of perſecuting 
rimes, may deny us the many conveniences, 
and deprive us of the advantages of this life, 
yet do whart they can, they cannor deprive us 
of Gods favour, 1f we deprive not our ſelves 
of it by a imple complyance, 


(178) 

"Tis faid of the Lyon, that being provo- 
ked, he beats himſelf with his own tail, ro 
raiſe his anger, and incenſe himſelf, that his 
ſpirits being ſtirred, he might lay our himſelf 
more forcibly. Thoſe that are of melancho- 
ly and froward ſpirits, when diſafters befall 
them,either by their roo much poring on their 
preſent ſufferings,or misboding worſe, make 
thoſe burdens heavier, and (like wind 1n rai- 
ny weathe:) ſer them cloſe, and rye knorg 


G 3 uPon 
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upon their Whip cord, and pin their Rods to 
make them yerk the.more ſeverely,. ' 


179 

Richard che firſt, being reproved by a Fry- 
ar, and cold, That be had three Daughters, 
which if he did not diſpoſe of, wanld andee bin, 
Pride, Covetouſveſſe and Leachery ; he anſwe- 
red, If that werethe buſinefſe, he would beſtow 
them preſently ; Pride to the Kmghts & T emp- 
plars,Covetauſneſſe to the Ciſtere1au Monks, and 
Leachery tothe Fryers, When good advice 
1s given us, we enervate the firength there- 
of, or pervertthe uſe'by quarrelling with, or 
recriminating the perſon that gives it ; 
whereas if good counſel come from a Balaams 
Afle, or the Devil himſelf reprove fin, if the 
Conſcience plead guilty, reformation 1s a due 
debc, © Ey 

Demoſthenes coming tg Corinth, with de- 
fizn to enjoy the famous.Courtizan Lax, the 
askr him ſo' great a ſum, that he returned, 
ſaying, He would net buy repentance at fo dear 
a rate, Sinfull pleaſure 1s never to be pur- 
chaſed at eafie rearms, fin being ſo full ct 
niquity, chat it never demands an equall 
compenlation, noleſsthen a precious _ 
4 * . + . ral 
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tall ſoul will ſerve the turn in lieu of thoſe 
pleaſures which periſh in the uſing, and are 
po ſooner found then loft, 


(181) 

Ednard the firſt, before the death of his 
father, with other Confederates undertaking 
a voyage to the Holy Land, by the way they 
invaded T gn, where haying taken a very 
great ſpoyl,the reſt purpoſed with their booty 
co return home,which deſign the Prince wich- 
Nanding, bur in vain,ſaid,T bat as he had vow- 
ed a journey for therecovery of the Holy Land, 


fo thuher he would £0z though none but Fowen 


his Horſe-keeper accompamed him, It is good 
to have the heart in ſuch rune, as to joynin 
concord with others in a religious defigne, to 
be glad when it is ſaid rous, Let ws go xp to the 
houſe ef the Lord ; bur it is berrer t9 lead in 
ſuch company, ro be Captains of the Lords 
HcR ; but then we ſhew what ſpirit we are 
of, when like Eljah, we are very jealous for 
the Lord in ſuch general defeCtions, that we 
ſeem only lefr, that we can tread the wine- 
prefle alone, though of the people rhere.þe 
none With us ; can ſay as Toſhua,] and my houſe 
will ſerve the Loyd, th:ugh all Iſrael beſide de- 
fert bis intereſt. 

G 4 Lewis 
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(182) 
Lewis then Duke of Orleaxce , rebelling 
againlt Charls the eighth, King of France,and 
Joyning in cenfederacy with the Duke of Bri- 
ran, was taken priſoner in battel by the Earl 
of Trimovil, being afterward King of France, 
and moved by ſome about him to be revenged 
of the Earl, ſaid, That the Earl had done 
wthing but his duty, and wifht, That be might 
never find a worſe Subjelt in time of need, then 
the Earl in that athion had approved himſelfe. 
Such preaching as doth ſearch the heart, 
awaken conſcience, and hedg about the ſoul 
wich Thorns that it cannot find its paths, and 
rakes ic captive in the Lo:ds bonds, is under 
the cenſure of men as unreaſonably auſtere 
and rigorous ; but when their eyes are open- 
ed to diſcern the true intereſts of their 
ſouls, they then find that that's the prea- 
ching fit for the recovery of ſouls, and that 
they had never been cured, if they had not 
been cauterized, | | 


at fob - (r$3) 

Richard the firſt, being in his Palace ar 
Weſtminſter, had news brought him, That the 
| French King beſieged \one of his Towns beyond 
the Sear; whereupon he vowed ,' That, he 
would not turn his back till he had raiſed the 
BEL = ſege; 


a -—_— 
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ſiege ;" and] immediately canſed the walls to 
be digged down before him, and wichour 
farther delay, haſted over, and relieved the 
place. How many good purpoſes are loſt 
for want of preſent execution ; while we pre- 
rend to conſult for the firreſt opportunity, we 
looſe the preſent opportunity ; and while we 
are determining what time to repent in, We 
leave our ſelyes no time wherein to repent, 


CO - 
A certain Prieſt in France being converted 


rothe truth, and impriſoned for ir, bein: 
brought to examination recanted,upon Whic| 
. recantation being delivered our of priſen,was 
in the very paſſage our ſlain by two Gentle- 
men that bare anold gradge ro him. Lord, 
they that will not loſe their lives upon thac 
excellent account of thy glory, how juſt 15 1c 
that it ſhould be loſt to them upon the 
unprofitable account of humane frailty or 
others malice ? what rare husbandry is it then 
to loſe the life for thy ſake, when chat Roſe is 
offered up a ſweer favour tothee, and ſhall 
be richly rewarded by thee, which otherwiſe 
would have faded of it ſelf, or have been 
clipt off with the reſt of the Buſh, 


Js 


One 
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(185) 

One claiming Juſtice of Arif:des for inju- 
ries that another had done him, told him 
T bat the ſame perſon had ſpokes very unhand-. 
ſore and wile words of Ariſtides himſelf ; to 
whom he ſaid, Friend, if he have wronged thee 
ought, prethee make 1t appear, for upon the ac- 
count of righting thee am I at this time here,not 
go v1udicate my own[wrongs, When will ic 
be thar judgement ſhall not be perverted, 
that the equity of the canſe, and not the affe- 
Rian of the party accuſed,ſhall be conlidered? 
for how often hath it been ſufficient ro pur 
and keep thoſe ſheep in the Pound, not be- 
cauſe they have treſpaſſed, bur have not our 
mark upon them; and have diſpatcher thoſe 
Doves, nat becauſe they have not been inno- 
cent, but not of our coleur, 


(186) 

A Biſhop being charged with an hainous 
cF:nce, and condemned to dye for it, had 
g:ace givenin tohim before nis execution , ſo 
that wit! floods of tears he lamented his fins, 
& with an heart abundantly poured our he be- 
{ughtthe Lord for pardon,ſaying,T hat he had 
ſaid prayers before, but never prayed till now, 
Vnar ods is there between the tongue when 

Ti 


- 
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ic15 the tuned inſtrument of ochers invention, 
and when it 1s the tunable inſtrument of the 
hearts affe&ion ; when the breath that moves 
ic 15 not out of the bellows of a formal devoti- 
on, bur the breathings of che ſoul !6 God and 
pantings afcer him ? how difterenily is the 
Lord afteted ? the Janguid oicirancy , and 
diltracted perfunorinels of prayer nor -di- 
Rared from the heariy like an arzow ſhot from 
a broken bow, fzlling ort of the Throne of 
Grace, bur it is che invitings of that ſpirir of 
prayerland ſupplication, that layes uk upon 
the Divine M>j-ity, and wull not ler him 26 
untill ic hath a dieding, 


137) | 

Ph:lip King Of gn being minded by one 
of his Courticis, That that was the day of his 
father the Ezpermrs reſignation , an{werec, 
6/16 ©; 1:15 repentande tor; intimaring that that 
re{\gnat:or was noſiconer done,then with un- 
done, Witch what unreſolvedneſle do we 
reſolve to deſert the world, our hearts having 
ſecret praftice with it, even then when our 
underſtandings are convinced of the vanity of 
it, and we profeile moſt againſt it ? our re» 
pentance though as ro the matter of ir, nor to 


> 
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be repented of, yet to be repented of as to 


che manner, 
(188) 
Pliny reports of a Maid in his time, O» hey 
marriage day changed into a man ; and others 


"rell of the ſame metamorphoſis 1s reall, that 


ſome afterward have had wife and children, 
Thoſe that are eſpouſed ts Chriſt in the bond 
of the New Covenant,are truly changed from 
the effeminacies of luſt, and of a yain cenver- 
fation, and become maſculine, enobled to 
generous and heroick defigns, preſt ro quit 
themſelves like men, 


| _ (189) 

Archimedes being intent upon a Mathema- 
ricall demonſtration, at the time when Syre- 
£uſ a was taken, a Souldier breakes into his 
ſtudy upon him, with his ſword direRed at 
him, ro whom he turn'd abour and ſaid, Pre- 
thee friend let me alone till I have finiſht my 
Demonſtration ; with which the rude fellow 
incenſed, run him through,without more ado. 
With whar content have thoſe refined ſouls 
beſtowed themſelves in the ſearch of humane 
Science, when with high ſatisfaRion to them- 
ſelves they have hunted forth out of the rud= 
maſſe ſome more ſublimed no:1ion ; = 

what 
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what exulration have they clapt cheir hands ac, | 
and applauded rheir own Ygmgs;, when as 
yer their wiſdome was bur of the earth earchy; 
with what rare delight then may we be im- 


ployed in the ſearch of rhoſe divine myſteries 
which the very Angels themſelves defire to 


pry into, 
(190) 


The very ſuſpition of Proteſtanifme 1s al- 
moſt Capital where the Inquiſicion 1s eſtabli- 
ſhed; bur the Jews are by publick allowance 
ſuffered in Rome ic ſelf, under the Popes 
Noſe ; though the Proteftant agcee very 
much with the Papiſt 1n his belief as a Chriſti» 
an, the Few not a: all. In Twrkey the Ghri- 
Ntians have free exerciſe of their Religion,bur 
che PerſianSect is fo bated, that a Zelez {ew 
an Embaſſadour of theirs; only upon the ac- 
count of that difference , though the Chrt- 
ſtian wholly diſavow their JAabomet , the 
Perſian only diflents about his Succeffor., 
Thus we daily ſee a greater diſguſt becauſe of 
ſame petty difterences in circurnſtancials, 
where yet there is agreement inthe vital parc 
of fundamental truth, and holy hving, then 
becauſe of thoſe notorious profaneſſes which 
unchriſtian a man, and make him as an Heas 
then map, and a Publican, | 

A 
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[2 '. (880) "ns 
A Crocoalle our of the River Niger drew 
in with his ail mine 'flaves chained cogerher, 
and devottred chem, bur the Chain nor being 
digeftibtz, proved his deſtruction, being 
found in him dead. Lord, at how erear fins 
dare this heart of mine venture, and ar how 
long a train ? as the Ox drinkerh down wa- 
rer-in huge quantity, and with great delight; 
bur there is a Chain of gaile with it, ſarely 
deadly;that can neicher be vomited, nor ven- 
red ; this makes me cry, My bowels, my 
bowels, I ams pained at my very heart ; bur 
the comfort is, there 1s Balm in Gilead, and 
a Phyſician chere., 

: (r92) | 
 Atthe fiege of Roche! a certairy Souldier 
fromthe walisobſerying che Duke of Major, 
(afterivards Herrythe 3d.) to (tand viewing 
the Fortifications, fired ar him; which one of 
the Efquires of his body perceiving in rhe ves 
1-momert ſtepr before him, and fayed the 
life df his Lord, bythe loffe of his own.Lord, 
thearows of thy vengeance are levelled ac 
theUaut of my hearrg and ic is juſtice har 
rey ſhould imire me under the fifch 'vid 
bur fr that Jeſus who! faves his people: from 
their Fns, call'd u:vins.a middle perfor; ey 
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$ berween, Let the chaſtiſement of my peace be 
* upon him, and by þis go pes let me be healed, 
193 5, 5 
\ _ Marcellis at the taking of Syracuſa, bee 
' ing ereatly detirousto ſave the life of Archi- 
> medes,yave ſtrait charg through his army,Thet 
every perſon ſhould endeavour his ſafety z but. 
* aSouldter breaking m upon him ar his ſtudy, 
4 (not knowing him)flew him, How nweh ber- 
ter is it to be one of choſe marked out by him 
' Wwiththe wricers Ink-hern by his fide ? how 
' much greater ſecurity in being one of thoſe 
who ſigh and cry for the abominations done in 
the mid(t of the City 2 how much more cer- 
: tainſafery had Jeremiah, Baruch, and: Ebed- 
' melech, when Jeruſalem was ftormed by-Ne- 
. buchaduetzar, being thoſe to whom-God had 
; promiſedtheir lives for a prey. 


(194) 
Fabins : Maximm dying ſuddenly the day 


+ before the end of his Confulſhip , Rebiles 


* ſued ro be Conſull for the few hours bf char 
year which remained,. Lord, how ſhore haſt 
thou made our lives if compared with the 
Crow, or Stag ? and how much ſhorter ate 
they made by many crofle accidents ? 


> and - how much ſhorter doe we make 


' them by our many intemperances ? ns 
| hoy 


—— 


— 
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haw much ſhorter yer are they made by thy 
juſt judgement, when for our preſumption 
and careleſneſs in thy worſhip we are fick and 
weak, and ſome fall aſleep, and yer how 
fond are we of this little remnant, thar we of- 
ren hazard animmorral ſoul for it; But Oh, 
do thou dire& my aims to that which admits 
of no termination as to extent of rime , or 
enjoyment. 


(195). 

Some Roman Souldiers flying from Amida, 
when taken by the Perſians, wandred in the 
deſerts almoit choaked with thirſt, till rhey 
came to a deep well, whence yet they had no- 
ching to draw.the water with, till neceſſity 
found our.this invention, They pull'd off their 
ſhirrs,and cur them our into long flips, which 
they tyed together, making a bunch at the 


end, by which through a manifold reperition 


ſqueezing the bunch, they drew up water 
enough to quench their thirſt, When we 
come to the ward rs draw water out of the 
wells of ſalvation, we are unfurniſhed of Pit- 
chers for that purpoſe, our ears are dull of 


hearing,our hearts fat,and hard to underſtand | 


here 'a little, and there alittle; a frequent | 
repecition mult be often applicatious, for of | 


much ! 


EX. a A&A. Cie. rd td nine 
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much we carry away but a very little, our 
judgements but a lictle informed, our affe&i- 
ons bur a little retifed or elevated. Alas, 
alas,they that think rare actendances wil ſerve 
che turn, or that they ſhall be cold but what 
they know, manifeſt chat they are nor ſehſible 
of their own dullnefle, nor conſider that the 
Apoſtle Peter thought ir meer to put thoſe 
often in remembrance who knew thoſe things, 


and were eſtabliſhed in the preſent truth, 


(199) 

A certain perſon that had ſold a ſtreet of 
houſes, and laid our the money in coſtly ap- 
parrel, came to Court, and being in a preaſe 
chere, cryed to them, To make way for one 
that had an hundred T enements on his back, 
Lord thou haſt ſaid, That thoy art preſſed un- 
der our ſins 45 aCart ts preſſed under ſheaves ; 
2nd the burden of our iniquity brings down 
from thee a burden of puniſhment ; yer is the 
weight of fin fo far from being grievousSthac 
inſtead of lamenting the pretlure, we boaft 
ofthe number ; bur if we are not weary aud 
heavy laden with the ſenſe of our tranſgrefſt- 
ons now , they will at that day. preſs us down 
® intothe lowelt hell. 


H Nea; 


T10 Hiſtory Improved. 
(200) 

- Neer the Lake Agar» there is a Cave, 
into which (for the experience of Travellers) 
the neighbouring Inhabitants are wont ts pur 
their Dogs , which are no ſooner in, but 
they are as dead immediately, with eyes ſer, 
and tongues hanging out ; but taken thence 
preſently, and thrown into the Lake, they 
recover ; for which cauſe thoſe Degs no ſ00- 
ner ſee a ſtranger coming, bur if not timely 
prevented away they get them packing to the 
adjoyning mountains, not to be got again to 
make a new experiment. Lord thou ſaid(?, 
In the day that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt dye 
the death ; and we neyer deſcend into aQts 
ef iniquity, but we are afreſhdead in treſpaſ- 
ſes and fins, and that irrecoverably , if not 
waſhed by faith and repentance 1» the foun- 
$ain opened for ſin and for ungteemefſe ; bur if 
we have ſo eſcaped, when temptation again 

reſents ic ſelf, ſhall we not get us packing , 

y n# means to be brought to another rryall ? 


(200) 

Cleopatra the wife of Cyricenus, having 
taken Sanctuary at Aztroch afrer her husbands 
overthrow , her Siſter Gygpphina, the wife of 
Gryphus moſt 1mportunately ſolicited her 
THEY deat!) 
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death, and though Gryphus muchperſwaded 
her delivery, yet the her ſelf commanded 
the Souldiers in to diſpatch her, bur a few 
dayes after, the ſame Gryphina falling into 
the hands of Cyricexs, was by himmade a 
ſacrifice to his Wives Ghoſt, They are not 
our times alone, that by their mutabiliry have 
caught men that great leſion of moderation ; 
all aves have witneffed, That the Lord is at 
hand, a juſt Judge to execute vengeance on 
thoſe who have not by their miſeratron to 
others ſhewed their ſenſe,that they alſo are in 
the body, even thoſe whom God ſent our to 
be his Executioners, he hath afterward pla- 
gued becauſe they did their work withour 


pitty, 
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p< 

== N that emendation ( as cis 
| ROE thought tobe ) of the Eng- 
SD. /þ Tongue, by the addition 
9 of forreign words of divers 
I| Languages, though poſlibly 
we may ſpeak more finely, 
"ITE yer not (which is the end of 
ſpeech ) more ligniticantly, bur alwayes more 
laborioufly, few Engliſh words being more 
then diffillables, the other generally having 
their antepennltimaes, A competent eſtate, 
and that which is far greater, are not diffe- 

renced as tothe content of the enjoyer; for 
though chis may ruffle mofe, and the pomp *' 
may be greater, yet it ſignifies the ſame to the 
owner - He that hath an horſe co eaſe hjg 
H 3 In- 
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inirmity , 1s as well ſupplyed in tnat for 
which an horſe 15 uſefull, as he that mult ſtay 
till four or five ſervants be readv to accom- 
pany him ; and he as well ftored that hath an 
honeſt entertainment wherewith to bid his 
friend welcome, and can ſhakes hands with 
him in token *cis hearty, as he that with a 
numerous ſervice and ſolicitous ceremony , 
muſt complement hts Gueli to a Nov-plus. 


f-'2 

They ſay, That he who Ja fird an Hare 
# tting, or Partridge lying, muſt alwayes keep 
in his mind the [dea of thoſe creatures as they 
are inthat poſture, which the fancy being pre- 
poſſeſſed math, will preſently apprehend then, or 
4nylike them, When the mind 1s foreſtalled 
with prejudice , either againſt perſons or 
things, it ſoon beleeverh whar it pre-conce1- 
veth, and will either find crimes, or make 
chem. 


L had a Bullock ſo (wollen wich wind, that 
tt break his Diaphragma, and the poor crea- 
rure dyed in great torture ; yer I conſidered 
ir fared better with it then wich a man affli- 
Ged with the Gout or Stone, becauſe wan- 
ting reaion its miſeries yjere net aggravaret 


by 


Ao REST 
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by a reflexion of the mind upon the pains ſuf- 
fered, It #5 not the leaſt of the happineſſes of 
a man having grace, that he us able to diſcern 
thoſe gifts, and to behold himſelf like the Kings 
Danghter, all glorious within ; ſo ſhall it Ze 
n0 ſmall addition to the infeltcities of the damned 
that they ſhall have the exerciſes of ther reaſon 
which they have ſo mach abuſed, to conſider the 
goodnefſe of that God of whom they are depri- 
ved, «nd the preatueſſe of thoſe miſeries by 
which they are puniſhed, 


(4) 
Two Goats meeting together ona long nar- 


row Bridge, the Arairnefle of which was ſuch, 
that neither could go by other, nor turn a- 
bour to go back, one of them lay down flarg 
while the other went over him, and ſothere 


| became eaflie pallage for both. #hen the 1#- 


tereft of diſſenting parties meet in ſuch narrow 
neſſes as are hard to be accommodated, how 
much would the ſubmiſſion of one part to the 

_ neceſſity, conduce to the advantage of 
oth ? 


NE WG ts 
Being to confer the going of my Watch 
wich a Snn-Diall; which was to be ſer by the 
H #4 Coms 
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Compaſle, and finding it not to agree there- 
with, my unwillingnefle to have my Watch 
convicted of error, made me ready rather to 
ſet the Dial by my Watch, then my Watch by 
che Dial, Lord, how many times hath my 
ſelf-love induced me by falſe interpretations and 
gloſſes to bring the ſtrait rules of thy Ward, to a 
complyance with my Irregular affections ? then 
by an holy ſub ſtu to make my affections com- 
ply with the rules of thy word. 


(6) | 
I ſaw a Kithng praftifing the way to moule, 
with ative morons and inger u2us turnsgain- 
Ing an aptneſs to prey in all poſtures; and 1 
_ obſerve other creatures by a natural inſtin& 
are prompt to thoſe funStions which are pro- 
per totheir ſpecies; but man knows nothing, 
except tocry, bur what he is taught, Lord, 
as my great deſire 1s, that thoſe whons thou haſt 
g:ven me-may not be as they were, born fools, fo 
give me to carechiefly, that they may be fpirt- 
tuall 7 wiſe, | ; | 


Being abroad one day my Horſe got looſe, 
and run away from me, and would not be re- 
covered till he came to the Stable Dore ; I 
followed after him full of anger, and purpo- 
| ſes 
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 ſe3of puniſhing, cull I thus confidered, Lord, 
an I thus angry that a creature 'by thee ſubje- 

'  Gted to my Dominun, doth thus ſhake off the yoke 
' = and retratt his ſerviceableneſs, when I a Subjett 
7 to thy Soveraignty by an originall and every 

# way unlimanted right, ſo often have with drawn 
{8 my ſervice from thee ; Oh let me with more 
| diligence, and umverſality approve my. obedi- 
ence to thee., and with more "patience ſuffer neg- 


let from them, 


y (8) 

+3 The motion of che Priman mobile, nat on- 
ly hurryes about the inferiour Orbs, bur even 
the Comets alſo ſeated inthe aire,are whitF'd 
about with the ſame Circulation, Not only 
thoſe of the ſame gang are turned about by the 
 - werngo of Fathon, but many times alſo well 
meaning ſouls of different Principles and deſigns 
are tranſported by their vicmity with the ſame 


= paſſuns, 
(9) 


Thunder is rare with us in the winter, and 
prodigious in that ſeaſon, according to that 
ſaying, Wizters thunder 1s Englands wonder, 

[ becauſe thoſe hot and dry vapors of which 
+ Thunderis generated, are not exhaled from 
2 rigidand congealed earth; as @urs then fc; 


® Lv 
- OJ Y 
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the moſt part is, Lord, whey my heart wat 
frozen 1a that Winter of impenitens y and unbee 
lief, the thunder of conſcience was nat frequent, 
that inconſiderate eſtate ſeldome producing any 
ſuch apprehenſions, but ſince my ſoul hath been 
brought out of that Priſon, conſcience hath been 
lader, and its checks are more often, O let con- 
ſcrence every day have leſſe cauſe to ſpeak, but 
let it every day be more quick of ſpeech, 


(10 

The return of the yo! is no leſs certainly 
expected in Green-land, where the night 1s 
of tome monerhs, then with us in the Summer 
Solſtice, when day 1s never quite ſhur 1n, 
Lord, that eternall glory which thou haſt pro- 
miſled, and I by faith have apprehended, how 
far off ſo ever, 15 no leſſe certainly expetted, 
then that daily bread wheremith I ans by thee ſo 
frequently # upplyed ; nor let me more deſparr of 
the Sun-ſhine of thy favour in the long mght of 
trouble, then in thoſe perplexities which endure 


but for 4 very little ſeaſon, 


(11) 

Pafting with a Candle from one room to 
another, I ſaw they were only enlightned as 
I b:ought the Candle in ſuccellively one after 
ane- 
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another, but as ſoon as the Sun aroſe, they - 
were altogether and ar once a 

Lord, the knowledge which I have of my heart 
is only by degrees, as I view the affeitions 
and attions of it one after another, but thou 
beholdeſt thems at one view, thoſe that are paſt, 
preſent, and to come, Oh dothon who art ſo 
perfelt an Anatomiſt, and ſo exattly knoweſt my 
frame what 1t 15, ſtraiten what is - irregular, 
cure what 1s corrapt, and ſupply what ever de- 


feit thoy findeſt there. 


(12 

I rook a Pb $2? and would have 
crackt it, bur could nor, I would have clefr 
It With a knife, bur it was not penetrable, 1 
ſet, it ithe ground, and after a few dayes 
found the kernel had ſhor our a tender ſprout 
which had ſplitthe ſhell, and made its paſlage 
through. Lord, the hammer of afflition 
breaks not this ſtony heart, the ſharp ſword of 
thy threatnings pierce it not, but ler the ſweet 
eſſicacies of thy mercies quicken the wfuſed prin« 
ctple of thy grace, that it may cleave all obſta- 
cles, and ſend forth ſhoots bearing frwit tothee 
abyndanty. 


Being 
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(13) 
Being in Lendov, and defirous tro know 
the tine ofthe day, I viewed the Clocks; 
and by the firſt I ſaw ic waspaſteleven, by 
the next but half an hour after cen, the third 
was as much 1n the other extream, and the 
fourth diſſented from the other three ; then 
I applyed my ſelf to che Dials, bur 1 found 
them {as the Clocks) onely agreeing in diſ- 
agreeing from one another ; hence I conclu- 
ded, there could be no dependance on them, 
who concurred f lictle with themſelves ; I 
therefore turned my ſelfe to obſerve the ſer- 
ting of che Sun, which thougn not alwayes 
the ſame, yet hath a motion ever regular and 
agreeable to it ſelf, and todifpoſe of my af- 
fairs by thar. The variety of opinions among 
learned men manifelteth,T hat there can be no 
certainty where there 1t ſo much diſſent ; there- 
fore in the conduit of my life, Lord, give me 
Nullizs jurare in verba Magiſtri, aud to re- 
ſpett not ſo mnch what men jay, who can and do 
erre, 45 what thy Word ſath, which 1s alwayes 
conſonant to 1tsſelfe, and trreth not, but 4s 
miſapprehenaed, or 13:ſ-reported by us, 


(14) 
Two perions being 1t comp2tuten fer 2 
place 
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lace of honour, a third engageth vigorouſly 
for one ot them againſt the other, the obli- 
ved perſon ſoon forgetteth thoſe civilities 
done him, having obtained his ends, and 
grows ſhy of his Benefa&or, being confident 
that his merits call'd for that requitall which 
he meant not ; bur the diſ-obliged perſon 
oraves the oppoſition of that "third perſon on 
his mind with the pen of a Diamond, and cat- 
cherh ar the next opportunity to ſhew his ani- 
mofity by a ſmart Animadverfion ; Veſpati- 
ans Captains relieved nor the Citizen of T 4- 
racene 1n the miſertes which for their intereſt 
- they ſuffered, when they of Capua are by them 

ſeverely puniſhed for « & injuries which they 
had offered, Lord would drfpleaſe thee 
to pleaſe men ; whe ervices are rewarded 
by thee, not according to their merit, but thy 
goodneſs,” and our diſ-ſervices through thy Sor 
are both forgiven and forgotten: The buſineſſe of 
Uriah t then paſt over with filence, when Da- 
vids uprightnefſe after many Generations hath 
# frequent and honourable memorial. | 


15) 

Being abroad one Ft and without a Din- 
ner, a Comrade who had forethought the 
Worm would bite, had provided a piece ,of 

powdered 


> CE en cnn 
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powdered Beef, of which he was willing to 
* Communicate, Which though it were dry of it 
C:1f, and not a drop cf drink to wath it down, 
yer I eat it up very ſavourily, and. (as Dari- 
9 by his puddle-water) gave it great com- 
mendation. Lord, how many of thy mercies 
throxgh our fullneſſe are nanſeated by ns?which 
want would make more rehiſhing , and our 
neceſſues render precious, 
(16) 

Having a deſign to plant a nurſery with 
Crab-ltocks, I found many in Hedgrows and 
Other places, which I had many times before 
paſt by, and not obſerved. Lord, fix the 
aim of my ſoul en thy glory, aud my affettions 
on things above, then thgſe opportunities tendin 
70 ſpiruual advantagpill be with — 
embraced, which before were negleſted, or net 
obſerved. 


(17) 

Upon the Rode to Loxaoy I met a Team at 
a ſtand, and neither $Eill of the Diver, nor 
ſtrength of the Horſes could move the Carr 
out of the ſlough nll another Team came, 
which joyned with the former, drew ir 
out preſently, The cryes of particular Chri- 
ftians have not removed thoſe evils where- 


with they have been preſſed, when the united 
 Jop- 
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ſupplications of the Church have been heard , ( 
well pleaſed ts the Lord with the unity of his 
people, that what they agree of 8 earth, he hath 
promiſed ſhall be done for them in Heaven, 


(18) 

[ fell one cime into company, where he 
was counted of the be(t wit, that cowld 
deviſe the ſhorteſt Grace, and moſt ſtomacks 
there were too ſqueamith to digeſt a Thankſ- 
eiving that did deſcend to expreſs partici:- 
lars, But ſurely, ſuch wit will be of no uſe mn the 
Kingdome of Heaven, and thoſe aff ethions witl 
26 wiſe agree with that place, where praiſe ſhall 
pe the only imployment of glorified ſpirits, 


is) 

Walking in the ſtreets, I met a Cart thar 
came neer the wall, ſo I ſtept afide toavoid 
It, into a place where I was ſecure enough, 
bur being defirous ro be our of all poſſibility 
of danger, I got of further. Lord,ſin is that 
great evill of which thou complaineſt, that thou 
art prefſed as a Cart u. prefſed ; how cas :: 
then but bruiſe me to powder ? Oh let me 
therefore think my ſelf never uſficiently fecu- 
red from its danger, xer the occaſions of it fay 
enongh avoided, 

1] mec 


-— — 
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I met a Coffin made of ſuch ſweet wood, 
& adorned with ſuch curious hinges, & decker 
wich ſuch ſtately appurtenances, as ſeemed 
co give ornament to death ir ſelf, and make 
a grave defireable, which yer ina few hours 
was to be covered with duſt, How is the life 
of man imployed about, and intext upon matter 
. of oſtentatiou ? and how much of a vain ſhew ts 
wſed in death It ſelf, that ſo fall ) diſcovers that 


alli but a vain ſhew, 


(21) 
® Being in company with ſome perſons, one 
among them undertook to relate a Rtory , 
which he had but begun, as the reſt fell ro 
other diſcourſe among themſelves, ſoas that 
he was fain robeg their atcention Þy many 
Parenthefis of commendation that ir was a 
very pretty ſtory. How vain 1s it to proftitute 
words to thoſe, that either think they have too 
wuch wit of their own to value the conceits of 
others or that have too little to apprehend them? 


(22) 

Horſemen ſay, That ill-bred Mares uſually 
bring the fatteſt and well-favouredft Colts, 
which yet afterwards prove unhandſome 

_ fades, 
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Jades, whereas thoſe of a good firain are 
meager and unfghely for the firſt yeer, bur at- 
rer are of rare ſhapes and proof. The freeſt 
and fatteft promiſes are uſually of the leaneſt 

ormances, whereas they that engage ſlowly, 
performe ſurely. 


my a8 "465, (23) 

- On the Rode to Gwldford, 1 paſſed ' by a 
Chal!l:-pit neer che way, the rop of which was 
railed abour, I obſerved ic was not for fence, 
bur caution, for the avoiding the {tupendious 
precipice, whereby the unwary traveller 
anghr be endangered, Lotd, if thou haſt ſet 
5 bounds 1n thy word, 'tis not out of envy or ill 
will unto us, as the Devil ſuggeſted to our firſt 
parents, but where-ever we are by thee limit- 
red, 1t 15 for our- advaztage and ſecurity, not 
onr detriment, 


(24) | 
Viewing one night haves made upon an 
hilt a.great way oft, and comparing it with the 
evenny {tar,it ſeemed bigger & brighter then; 
chat.; bur afrer I had looked upon ir a while, 
perceived it to decay in greatneſle, and light, 
till ar laſt it was not to be diſcerned., bur the: 
Aar retained Rillche ſame quantity & beauty 
j though 
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though'now and then a Cloud tor a time did 


obſcureic. Mary have apprared like burnin 

and ſhining lights white the fuel of worldly —q 
vanrages bak laſted,but when that faileth,they 
diſappear ; when thoſe Lamps lighted with the 
Celeſtial fre of divine grace, £8" the clouds 
of croſſe occurrences, or miſt of temptation, may 
ſometimes hinder their appearing ſo glorious, yet 
they are alwayes the ſame by a regular and nn- 
changeable brightreſſe, 


(25) 
A neighbour of mine had a little childe, 
which with a fall pur ics arm our of joynr, 
which the father by irs unquietnelle percei- 
ving was going toa Chyrurgion for remedy ; 
bur while he was in conſulcation abour i it, the 
Cnilde gor another fall, and thereby had his 
arme ſer : :1ghrt again, ſo chat it found eaſe, 
and grew "cheerfull upon: ir immediately, 
Lord, why are we ont of heart when croſſe oc- 
carrences befall ts, and think ouy ſelves undone 


when the great ores frown on 4 , and arc ala 


mort when our expettations are diſ; gar : 
thou art be who Fr all-diſpo 

canft make the very jame FS Armor the thraft 
of the Spear the impoſtumed perſon) harm and 
heal 6, 
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(26 os 

A Roſe-buſh clipr in / and ſg diſap- 
pointed of bearing fruit in F#-e, yer gave 
forth a plentifull crop of Roſes in November. 
Lord, if the $ pring and Summer of my life 
bath been(likg Onepmms)wnproficable,and wih- 
out that trmit which might well be expetted ; 
"tis of thy mersy that [ was net eradicated when 
as the fruitleſs fig-tree was accnrſed,thongh the 
re of figs was nos yet come, Oh therefore let 
wy former barrenueſs be recomperced with ſuch 
a fruitfullneſs,as may o8=goe:the uſual account 
of a November ſeaſon, 


| ; (27) 
I paſled by an Ants Neſt fer upon ſo ſteep 
a bank, - char their proviſicn. as talt as they 
brought it thither rumbled down again ro the 
botrem,which they( as Spheres with his fone) 
with continual labout ferchc up again, yer for 
divers years changed not che (cituation of rhe 
Neſt, though a much more convenient phce 
was hard by, How many inconveniences do 
fooliſh and abſurd cuſtoms beger us, while 
like the ;ſh who tye the Plow rothe Horſe 
taile, we pertinacCiouſly thick rochoſe prattt- 
ces which reaſon condemneth as tmconventenc 
6r erroneout, When 42 .mors ſaber advice 
I 2 would 
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would eaſily preſent us with that which would 
be mote uſefull, rchough leile uſed. 


} (28) 

Iſawa ſheepin a very rainy day, whoſe 
well-grown fleece as it kept him warm, ſo 1t 
drank inthe wer,and chereby made the incon- 
veniency of the rain 'much greater. As the 
grace of God makes a man able with patience ts 
hear bis ſufferings, ſo 1t makes his ſufferings 
more, for beſide his particular griefs, he hath a 
fellow-feeling of all the concernments of Gods 
prople too. 

(29) 

k evertook a friend cravelling to his houſe, 
which though 1t were a Mile out of my way, 
yet forhis good company ſake, I went along 
with him. Lord, if thy providence effeft thy 
glory, though ont of the way of my temporal ad- 
vant age, yet let mse not be unwilling to comply 
with thy providence, though with the loſſe of my 
preſent accommodations, 

OS 

A box wherein was ſome quantity of Civer, 
being opened the ſcent thereof diffuſed ir 
ſelf to all the by-(tanders, but was not alike 


reſented __ not that the odour had nor 
- @ rquall di 


ftution, bur becauſe their ſenſes 


6 þ were 
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were not alike good, cr prepared tothe re- 
ception of it. If there ſhall be different en- 
Joyments of the glory which ſhall be hereafter 
revealed, 'tis probable the odds will be not in 
the different manner of revelation, but meaſare 
of þ a8 path Lord, let therefore my heart 
be enlarged with the love of thee , now, that it 
may be filled with the more enjoyment of thee 
then, 
(31) THE 
I faw an Orchard planted with choice of, 
and the choiceſt of frutrs , bur no good hus- 
bandry beſtowed upon it afterwards, bur ſuf- 
fered to lye undigged and over-grown with 
Nettles, and cropt by Cartel, ſo that the 
Trees were hinderly and (hrubbed, havin: 
nothing neer attained that growth whicl 
otherwiſe they would, I heard a Sermon the 
other day, wherein I heard ſuch ſmart and 
ſeaſonable exhortations as poſleſt my ſoul with 
many piaus purpoſes, which: yetalas wanted 
that good husbandry which ſhould have cau- 
ſed thoſe thoughts ro flouriſh into good 
works, I am ſenſible I have loſt aprecious 
advantage, I will therefore beſiir me to re- 
colle&t them our of the rubbiſh of imperti- 
nencies which lye in my heart, and will cake 
care of them that they be fenced with circum- 
I 3 ſpeRtion, 


ld Jy 
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Rtak't with reſolution, digged abour with re- 
ligious exerciſe, wed with caution, and wa- 
tered with prayer. 


(32) 

An Hog was wallowing in his mire, while 
che neac Car fart licking her ſelf and waſhing 
her face, nor willing to wet her foor, though 
fo: fiſh ſo much defired ; I praiſed her clean- 
lineſſe, and would have done more, bur that 
T conſidered it was nor Out of election, but 
diſpoſition, that ſhe was ſo cleanly, Lord, 
ſome ſn are eſcaped me,not becauſe I have cho- 
fer thy precepts, but I have 4 natural difincli- 
nation to them ; if thou hadſt never forbidden 
it, 7 ſhould never have been a drunkard, that 
cloud 1 the brain, and fretting heat in the 
ſtomach, which but one draught between meals 
alwayes occaſioneth, ts a ſufficient bridle againſt 
that 1ntemperance ; But Oh that all the conſi- 
derations which Divine or Humane Light af- 
ford, were ſufficient to check thoſe fins to which 
wy conſtitution violently prompteth. 


(33) 


Going by water, the water-man was very 


evrious of my fitting, 1f I turned about, he 


faid It hindered his Boats going ; every moti- 
: On 


4 Crate 1! 
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on was to him a fault, and my rongue could 
hardly be removed from fide to fide, bur 
'{ewas complained of, and this that our paſ- 
ſage might be more ſpeedy. How nice a 
ching 1s peace of conſcience, how ſmall a mote 
offends ir, not acts of fin caly, bur purpoſes 
co ſin, nor thoſe only, bur abortive mcrions , 
yea, concupiſcences nor conſenced to, the 
pure eyes of an infinitely holy God, are ſome- 
thing paralled by the quick ſence of a render 
conſcience. 


34 
| Thebloud inthe Arreries is full of ſpicirs 


and pulſe which ic looſerh in the: yeins, and 
therefore is rerurned again into the heart to 
receive there new heat and refeRtian. Every 
inſticurion, though in irs firſt inſtruments ir 
were lively and profitable, yer in its after tra- 
duCtions, ir generally grows languid and cor- 
rupr, and had need ofa review. Religion 
in the Primitive times was like bloud in the 
Arteries, but now as in the Veins, and inre 
it had need be ofren returned ta the heart, 
azain reftified by the Word, 


(35) 
I aw a Tree which grew by a too potent 


neighbour that over-grew ir, and dript ic 
I 4 ſhrewdly, 


132 , Occaſional Obſervations, 


ſhrewdly, bur yer it thruſt forth its boughs , 
endeavouring to gain the open Heavens, and 
the Suns unincerrupred alpeft, Lord, thou 
hnoweſt th:ſe inordinate deſrres which grow ſo 
neer my heart, how much msy ſoul ts dript by 
them, ard how weak all my attings of grace are 
becauſe of them ; if it be thy will let them be 
grub'd up by the roots ; if otherwiſe, let my ſoul 
be averſe and turn away from it, endeavonring 
after a free atting to thee, that I may partake 
of the dews of thy grace, and the ſhming of thy 
favonr. ; 
ak 
he (36) 
In-a field of Oats, I obſerved there were 
ſome raller then the reſt, and of a much fat- 
re: ſhew, which when I had examined, I 
found were light and husky,and no wiſe com- 
parable for ſubſtance with the reft, for theſe 
w2re wilde ones. In the worſhip of God 
thoſe things which are of humane invention 
ſeem much more plauſible, and carry before 
chem a much grearer ſhew of devorton then 
thoſe which are of divine infticution » wha: 
a glorious appearance to the eyes of fle(h anc 
bloud hath a curiouſly engraved Crucifix, or a 
Popilh Procefſion compared with the i:mplt- 
City of the Sacramental preparation ; how lau- 
dable ſeems the Salt and Spittle, and: thoſe 
Orne: 
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other knacks of Papiltical Ceremony in re- 
ſpe&t of the Baptiſmal Lotion, bur you will 
find that as theſe are fair, fo they are wilde, 
not being of divine appoincment and empry, 
not having the divine p:omiſe to make them 
virtual for the nouriſbmenc of ſouls. 


(37) , 

In a ſtreet of Londoy, as I paſſed by, I ob« 
ſerved over an Entry written, Thzs ts Cort , 
which when I conſidered to make true Engliſh 
of, I obſerved between :s and Court a Flower 
de luce fairly carved, whereby I underſtood 
that ſuperſcription intended to rell you, Thar 
there was Flower de luce Conrt, God hath dil 
covered his truth ro us mavu: pig x) murgd mer, 
ſometimes fignifying his mind to - us 1n fi- 
oures, and not in words at length, ſometimes 
by things done, as when T orquatz cut off the 
heads of the higheſt Poppyes; ſometimes b 
very omiſſfions,as CMHelchiſedechs Genealogie; 
ſometimes by halfe words, as that important 
truth of Chrifts Diviity, where a piece ofa 
word aga76m& jn oppoſition to @cx7m lr, 
differenceth the Meffiah fromthe whole Cre- 

ation ; therefore 'tis unſafe ro conclude any 
ching from the word, till with mnco caution 
we conſider how, and what 1s concluded, 

| A 


of 
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| (33) 

A per{o!: accuſtomed ro walk wich a fine 
Kaffe neatly vainted, met wirh his adverſary, 
with whom words g:ew to that height that 
they came to hlows, whereupon he threw 
away the fine itaffe rhen in his hand, and 
catcht up a reugh -rab-rree Cudgel, fit te 
give ſuch unkind embraces as he intended. 
When men look upon their concernments as 
bur indifferent, th:y like well ro make uſe 
of thoſe fin2 perſons, who think they ger ſo 
much repute and reverenc2 by the poliſhed 
ſencences that mans wir reacheth, but when 
they apprehend ch-1r ſouls lying under preſ- 
fing ex1gences , they then defire to apply 
themſelves to thoſe whole holinzſle and zeal, 
and ſoul-iearching Miniſgy have begotten an 
expectacion of ſoul-good frem them, and who 
by their being an example of good works 
have made their very youth venerable. 


39 

I aw a Picture of the King on horſe-back, 
and though I had no skill in limningg, yer I 
mifliked one of the horſes legs becauſe it held 
not a Symmetry with the reſt of the Horſe, 
nor agreed with that poſture wherein the 
horſe was repreſented, There « no better 
way 
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4 


way for a leſſe diſcerning judgement 15 19% of 


> 


the motions of the heart, whether they ve of 


the Spirit of God, then to obſerve ther agr (1+ 


| ' ment with the mind of the Sp:r t, diſcovered” s 


the Word, with which if they are not harmon- 
os and analogicall , 'tis certain they are not 
wdued by that Spirit which is alwayer like ut 
ſelfe, and in whom is no variableneſſe , noy 


ſhadow of changing. 


(49) 
Being to ſpezk with a perſon whoſe Cham- 


ber was foure pair of Stairs high, I was almoſt 


ryred wich climbing upto it, having been 
well travelled before hand;which made me to 
chink that if there were a Facobs ladder whoſe 
top ſhould reach to Heaven, and that were 
to be aſcended by bodily ation, it would be 
a matter of no ſmall time & labour to ger thie 
ther,anage would hardly ſuffice for 1ts accome 
pliſhmenr, Can ir then be that thoſe cold 
wiſthings and wouldings ſhould cver bring 
a man thither, or that itwill be ſo <ahie at 
the laſt gaſpto leap out of the Devils Lip into 

Abrahams boſome. 


Wali: (48) 
Oyncment made as hot as can be, applyed 
| £0 
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co an horſe outwardly, will not ſcall'd him, 
bur a drench given him inwardly little more 
then blood warm, will kill him. Imploy an 
*. hypocrite about any thing of ourward ation, 
+ ler it be never ſo eminent, and he will keep 
pace With your expectation, there 1s no foil- 
ing him upon that account, bur engage him on 
that which ſhall neceſlacily require lelfedeny- 
all, or che morrificarion of his ſecret luſt, in 
that you ſhall find him more jadiſh then 
could be imagined, 


(42) 
A perſon that went naked neckr, was re- 
prehended by a friznd, as uſing a garb immo- 


deft azd unlawfull ; which the gain-laying, 
chey agreed to put ther different judgements 
co the decition of a grave Divine of their ac- 
uainrance, to whom the Lady preſenting her 
ſelf, demanded his opinion whether it were 
lawfull for her to uſe that made ? to whom he 
anſwered, That he concerved that gaze un- 
lawful [or thoſe whoſe azure veins meandrmg 
zn their ſof: and pearly boſomes, might be 4 
temptation w luſt, b:t he thought it lawfall for 
her whoſe ſwarthy thin and courſe grain afforded 
zo ſuch remptation, How great and manitelt 
Is our pride and vanity, that to follow ” fa 
1n1on 
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ſhion we nor only ſubj2& our ſelves to thoſe 
garbs which are inconvenient and crouble- 
ſome, bur alſo diſcover thoſe 1mperfe&ions 
that.cauſe orhers to deride and ſcorn us. 


(£5 
I went to hear a Sermor, and intendivg to 


joyn with the Miniſter 1n his prayer before tr, 
he began with ſo low a voice that I might 
oueſſe what he ſaid, hear I could nor, yer 
was ] in the peſture of a Supplicant, and my 
mind direted thereto, but my time .was 
meerly lot, being unfitred for a private de- 
votion with the expectation of that which was 
_ and not in a Capacity to joyn inpub- 
ick devotion, becauſe 1 heard not what was 
ſaid, ' Miſerable Papiſts, how are they abu- 
ſed with their Latine Service, wherein they 
cannor pray by themſelves being ditturbed by 
a noiſe of words, nor with others being i 
rant of the Tongue,for which blind devotion 
yet our Countrey men took armsin Edward 
rhe ſixth dayes ; yea, indeed how heartleſs 
is that devotion, that und er{tands not whatir 
doth, or minds not What it anderſtands ? 


Ry 
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(44). 
A Gentleman of qualicy, vut no £ood 
qualities, profeſt a great deal of good liking 
rome, and aftettion for me ; 1 begun to con- 
fider what I had done that mighr oblige ſuch 
a perſon whom all good would diſoblige ; I 
Began ro ſuſpect I had not walked uprightly, 
and chat he had miſconſtrued my civillity for 
apprebation; thus I parted from him with 
much diſtruſt of my ſelf ; but che next time 
I came into his company, his countenance 
was alrered, and I had ſuch an aſpe& from 
tim as was uſuall from ſuch as he, Surely * 
things and men receive much of diſcovery © 
from the men rhar like them, there being an *' 
erernall oppoſition berween the bad and 
good ; and from their love we may judge | 
much of the qualicy of rhe objz& ; whence I | 
ever g—_ that thoſe wayes in worſhip or | 
otherwite were not good,which your profane, *: 
fearing, wicked perſons conrend afid tickle 7 
for. Phocian making an Orarion to the peo* 
ple of Athens, which was generally by them 
ded, ſaid to a friend that Rood by, 


What unhandſomeſs bath ſlipt from megthat this 
evil people ſo much approve of. 


Reading 
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45) 
Reading of a Buok which treated of horſe- 
man-(hip, 1 found this Terraftich, 


Tf a Colt have fonr white feet keep him nos 
vx 0, 
If he have three white feet put hin ſcen 
away; ; 
If he have two white feet ſend him to thy 


friend; 
If he have one white foot keep him to bis 


bives end. 


I could not deviſe the-reaſon why the odds of 
whire theuld be fo great odd< in the choice, 
or what a black or white foot 111.ould conduce 
ro the goodnefie of rhe horie ; bur ſometime 
after 1 had a.geldirg,an able horſe indeed,buc 
for that cauſe only nor approved, becauſe he 
had three white feer, for che white foot be- 
fore,”was much more britr]- and hoof-bound, 
and far leſſe than the other chat was black , 
ſo that he was never hard cravelled, bur he 
complained of ic ; whence I concluded, chac 
whireneſle in the hoof did either cauſe, oc 
argue britrleneſs and other faults - beſides. 
There is no ſuch DoQtor as experience ; how 
much is the do&rine of Aſſurance inveighed 
a2ainlt, 
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acainſt as aninler to licenciouſneſs, as if that 
foul muſt be bold ro fir; that had certainty to 
be ſaved, whereas to the ſoul that hath had 
T experience of this affair, there 1s nothing 
then the contrary more manifeſt ; for that 
Spirit which ſeals the ſoul ro the day of re- 
demption, ſeals it by the impreſſion of its 
own holineſfle upon it, begetting thereby in 
!t ah oppoſition ro fin, ſo as thar if there were 
no hell to fear, yer fin would be reſiſted, as 
chat Which 1s contrary to that holy principle, 
and deſtructive to this new creature; yea, 
| this Spirit a&ts the ſoul ro God as its higheſt 
1 and chiefeſt good, for which cauſe it prefleth 
afrer him with all a&s of Cury and ſervice- 
ablenefle, whereby it may more enjoy him, 
and dreads fin more than death, as being thar 
which ſeparates it from his God, whom he 
loves and prizeth above life it ſelf, 


(46) 

The heart of Oake = from the top to 
the bottom of the Tree, as appears when if 
the upper part of a young Oak be cur off,there 
will be heart to be ſeen; bur at the lewer end 
nor any. Our zeal for wayes of worſhip, or 
ovgit elſe (hould have irs original upwards; 
deginning in conviction of the judgement 
| from 


- n 
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- from cleer and apparent evidence of truth, 

- whereas chat Which 1s not according to knoW- 
ledg,is like a mercal'd horſe,bur head-ftrong 
or like {trong purges in unskilfull hands,rather 
likely co kill; chen cure. 


7 
When I obſerve Vs many ſparks of fire 
may be (tricken our of a little ſhiver of a 
Flint, 1 have been ready raxhink that a Para- 
doxical expreſſion, as cold as a ſtone, and have 
wondered ir ſhould not burn ones fingers; 
but I conſidered that fire is generated or ma- 
* nifelted bur by contricion, by which yer other 
* 1s extinguiſhed: There are many perſons of 
| ſuch mech and calm tempers, that you would 
tf rhink they had no fire, for you ſhall not diſcover 
; any heat, but let them be oppoſed in matters of 
Religion or otherwiſe, *tis like the rubbing of a 
dry ſtick, till it inflame, by that oppoſition they 
ather heat; and ſhew more fire then could poſ- 


ſibly be imagined, 


il | (48) 

| 1 Art a Sermon I ſaw a perſ1n lo earnz(t to 
' $ wriceic that he left his devotion before the 
- IF prayer was done to provide tackling ready 
© FF for the purpoſe; bur asthoveh he had been 
A 
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a Clock wound up for one hour, afloon as the 
olaſle was outyhis fic was over,though the dil- 
courſe were continued a little longer, and 
more pertinent and uſefull chen the former 
part. The Apoſtle ſatth, The Spirit of the 
Prophets 1s ſubject to the Prophets, ſo 4s 
: hat they are not impulſt 1nto diſorder and con- 
inſien ; and as that 6 a prepoſterous worſhip 
wherein one ſervice leaps over the back of ane- 
ther , ſo- s that wpurſy devotion, the pulſes 
whereof are numbred ex3.tly with the (ands of 
the olafſe; and they have a carnall Religun, 
who think nt dayes and nights tootedinu at 
Cards, or 4 Tavern, but would have been ſad- 
iy put toit , had they been Pauls Auditors, 
when he preacht till midnight, 


49) 

Two Merchant ſhips mer at Sea with 16 
fail of Twrks men of war,againſt whom,though 
it were impoſſible to make ſuch reſiſtance as 
to come otf, yer they were reſolved to ſell 
their lives at a dear rate; therefore with ut- 
moſt height of courage they fought them for 
a while ; which rhe enemy ſeeing, and obſer- 
virg their reſolution ſuch, as that their prize 
would nct equall their loſſe, they drew off 


and left them. Un that conteft which onr ſouls 
have 
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have with our ſpiritnal enemyes , he that fights 
moſt reſolved comes off beſt; weak, reſiſtance in- 
conrageth the afſanlt, and he that parlyes i; like 
Eve 1 Paradiſe more than half loſt ; the ſureſt 
way to overcome 35 to reſiſt ſtedfaſtly in the 
faith, 


(59) 

Some E»gl:ſh Merchants being in Afr:ick, 
and hunting there the wild Bore, they had 
one 1n chaſe, and almolt tyred him, ſo that he 
manifeſtly gave our;when a leiler, bur a freſh 
one,was difloged from the adjoyning thickets 
and joyned himſelfe with che former, by 
whoſe company he was ſo animated, that he 
ailumed new courage and ſtrength, ſo that he 
eſcaped the hunters hands, Je read 1» Aﬀs 
2. 42. that the new Converts continued in the 
Apoſtles Doftrine and Fellowſhip, not ſo much 
to ſhew their complyance to C briſtian diſcipline, 
a5 to be fortified with that conſociation, Mal. 3. 
16. T hen they that feared the Lord ſpake often 
one to another, T he People of God in their trou- 
bles, are not a little ammated by the aſſiſtancy 
of fellow-ſufferers » Paul, when he [aw the Bre- 
thren, took conrage, As 28, 18. 


K 2 
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(51) 
I wasin a place where a Rory was painted 
inthe windows, 1t Was very rare and curious, 
but me-thought the workmanſhip did nor 
make amends tor the harm ir did in darkning 
the windows, whole p:incipall uſe 15 to give 
lighr. There arc many Ceremonies which 
have a fine appearance when they are uſed 
divine worſhip , but me=thinks they make not 
amends for the harm they do in diſlralting the 
mind from that inward untentioa fo principally 
required in divine adration, having a tenden.- 
cy rather (as a Noble perſon ſaid of a great 
Ladjyes finging Matteus, that it haightned or 
deſtroyed, he haew not whether, all the hearers 
devotion) to deiight the carrall, ther. raiſe the 
aff eftions of the inward man, 


(52 

Looking upon a wk I obſerved that if 
the Flax be drawn our roo fine, it breaks and 
15 uſeleſle, if roo groflely it is gouty and un- 
handſome, but the mean as the ltrenerth of the 
Flax will bzar, is beſt ro the gh and for uſe, 
The handling of any ſubjett too finely is ſeldome 
profitably, and too rudely ts tedious and diſguſt- 
ſull, bus as the ſtrength of the ſubjebt will bear 
("the 
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(like Bird-lime at a due rate) takes moſt, and 
holds beſt. 


3 

T obſerved then too, that *cis not the pul- 
| ling our the Flax alene that makes a thread, 
but che twiſting of it, and rendring it upon 
the quill. '7 is not a crew of words oy ſenten- 
ces poured on us like hazlthat benefits the mind, 
or makes a cord to draw it forth to athion, but 
our confiderate obſervation,and prudent applica» 
t:0s to onr particular uſe, 


3 

And then I ſaw a broken end is nor thrown 
away,bur applyed to the Flax,and with gentle 
handling made an uſefull thread with che reſt, 
A diſſenting brother 15 often readred unprefi- 
table , not ſo much by his own peeviſhneſs, as 
our fuighnrg, who if complyingly dealt with, 
mnght in time wind on the ſame bottoms with 


the reſt. 


A Wood-pecker by 2b of her bill againſt 

a Tree, knows by the ſound whetner itbe 
hollow, and thenpiercerh an hole through 
the ourward ſolid parr, and layes up its brood 
K 3 in 
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in the hollowneis. If by the vanity of our 
diſcourſe Satan diſcover that our hearts are 
holiow and empty of good thoughts, he will with 
temptation ſoon pierce our beſt defences, and lay 
vp 4 brood of wile luſts there, 


(56) 

When wild beaſts ger into Corn or good 
Paſtures, they are more eyefull and circum- 
ſpeEt then at other times, alwayes hearkning 
after the leaſt intimations of danger.ihen af- 
fairs ſucceed proſperonſly with us, our cautions 
ſhould be greateſt, for our dangers are, David 
cook more harm upon the roof of the houſe, then 
wu the Cave, 

7) 


A parcel of far has are deſigned by their 
owner to the ſlaughter, this to day, that the 
next, and another the day following , while 
they 'rejoyce in their eaſe and full feeding, 
and neither forethink, nor foreknow the evill 
hour. How often fareth it thus with the ſons 
of men, who pride it in their en joyments, aud 
rejoyce wn their plent y, not conſidering that God 
above hath appointed death to ſeize on them, 
they know not how ſoor,, nor caring to provide 


for the day if viſtation, 


If 
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(58) 

If any danger threaten the Comes, they 
ſend preſently ro their holes; fo the Dzves 
flye to their windows. Whe#s troubles are 
abroad, the Saints ſecurity is mn their Rock 


Chriſt, 


39 

The hunting Spanniel beats the fields with 
much labour and ſagacity to find his game, 
which when he hath tound, they ſpring and 
flee away, and his ſport 1 to run with anan- 
rery after them; and thus, when the day 1s 
ſpent, he comes weary, and fainr,and hungry 
home, for what he hath got all day will nor 
fill one of his teeth at nighr. Ths # it with 
fooliſh worldlings, who with much labour and 
heat of deſire, hunt after the things of this 
world, which whea found, flee away, and thewr 
delight us in purſuing, not enjoying ; and when 
the day of life 15 ſpent in theſe endeavours, the 
night of death finds him weary and faint, with- 
out one erun of cemfort to refreſh a departing 

ſoul with. 


(60) 

Milk will pierce through thoſe wooden 
veſlelsthrough which water finds no paſlage, 
though ſeemingly much thinner, Cxriozs ard 
K 4 poliſt 
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pol:ifht diſcour ſe,theugh it may ſeem more taking, 


yet penetrates leſſe then that which 1; plain ar.d 
more ſolid, 


(61) 

I had a Spanniel, which having hunted in- 
defatigably after his game, and happily caught 
Ear 1t not, nor afterward when it was roaſted 
weuld rouch a bone of ir, I have feen ſuch co- 
vetous worldlings who would not enjoy thoſe 
goods which with much care and pains they 
ſought to get , but have gone with tattered 
backs and prached bellyes, not becauſe they had 
zor fall, but would have fuller Coffers, | 


(62) 

Partridges that have lain faſt when the net 
hath been run over them have eſcaped the 
danger, when thoſe which have thought t: 
eſcape by flying away have flown into tlic 
Net, and loſt their lives. Thoſe /awfull meas: 
wh ch G:d hath afforded and allowed us, would 
have ſecured us, when unlawfull means which 
we have thourht better, have veen our rune, 


(63) 
The Partridge that nath been once intang- 
led ina Net, and hath eſcaped, will be ſure 
to 
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to flee away if the Net be but ſhewn the ſe- 
cond time. Surely, he 1s more than bratiſhly 
unwiſe, that hath been ſnared in a temptation, 
and recovered by repentance, that will not be 


ſhy afterwards, 


SR: 

The Spannizl ſets at a diſtance from the 
Partridges, asif he meant not to meddte 
with them, nor intended their death or dan- 
ger,buc thereby points them our, and betrayes 
them to deſtruction, Tempration at the firit 
aſſault uſually ſpeaks ws fair, as if it deſigned 
n9t our harm, but if not then reſiſted or avo:ded, 
'-to how deadly precipices are we hwurryed by it ? 


Wy . (65) 

Ihe beſt Setter if diſuſed from the: ſporr, 
and hunted like a common Spanniel, though 
there may remain ſome principles of his arr 
!n him, yet he will ſoon loſe the practice of 
it, and become like one of them, and it will 
:equire no ſmall time and pains toreſtore him 
to his ſormer excellency. The moſt ſanttified 
perſon if he forbear the exerciſes of Religion, and 
17:gage in the purſuit of the world with the 
worldly, though the ſeed of God may remain 1 
h'm, yet he will find himſelf much degenerated, 
an 
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&1d no ſmall adoe toreſtore in hins thoſe loſt habits 


of vertue, 


(66) 

The moſt punctual Setter if not kept Rrair 
£0 his rules, will ſ@cn get a trick of running in, 
or contract (ome other evill habits. Twas 
the «Apoſtles coanſell to Chriſtians, to walk, 
accurately , and not without great reaſon, for 
if we walk not cloſeby rule, we ſhall ſoon grow 


unruly. 
J _ 


7 (67) | 

'Tis the Setrers excellency ro hunt for his 
eame with the higheſt merral, but when he 
bach found it, t9 obſerve his diſtance, elſe he 


incurs his Matters anger, and laſh. I» ſeck- 
king after the things of this world,' tis Solomons 
advice, Whar thou takeſt in hand ro do, do 
ic with all thy might;Yet when they are obtatn- 
ed, to keep the ſoul from too neer a eonjunition 
by immoderate love, leaſt God be angry, and 
thou plagued. 


(68) 

The experienced Setter ranging the fields, 
rakes no notice of the Larks, and other ſmall 
Birds, that fooliſh Curs run at ; bur let him 
crolle upon the ſcent of Parcridges, he points 

at 
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ar them preſently, and ſers down there, T he 
religtiows ſoul while he 1s converſant in this 
world, theugh he meet with many fair a Pea- 
rances of pleaſure and proficr, whith worldlings 
with hue and cry purſue, yet he baulks then as 
not being for his purpoſe, but let h118 craſſe ugon 
an expedient that conduceth Heavenward , he 
takes toit preſently, as being that which he 
bad im his deſign, 


(69) 
* A Nethath many holes, therefore ſeems 
# not dangerous, bur 1n tnat 1s the couzenage, 
| for there is none pallable. $12 jeems to pre- 
3 ſent w with many fair hopes of evading, but if 
j once entred 1m, is like a grated priſon whence n9 
" coming out till the payment of the utmoſt far- 
$. thing. 
F (70) 

Cloſe a Woodpecker in her hollow tree 
with a wedy driven innever ſo forcibly, yer, 
if you kill her nor, the will make her way 
through again, If vile and revenge/nl thoughts 

et room once 1n our hearts, unleſſe they be mor= 
tified with much contrition and holy ſorrow , 
they will ſhew themſelves in ſad effetts, notwith- 
ftanding all the bars that nature or reaſn can 
lay upon them. 
I 


1532 Occaſurnal Obſervations. 
_ (71) ; 

I ſaw a Land-skip having Mountains and 
Trees, and Caſtles, and Groves,which though 
particularly expreſſing that variety ina Land- 
$kip requihre,yet thoſe ſeveral things were ſo 
joyntly placed, that rogether they repreſen- 
red a mans head. Gods dealings with hrs peo- 

have ſuch varins aſpelts, that they feem 
nothing leſſe then to promote their wy and 
appear nothing different from the diffrattions 
and confuſions which befall other men, yet are 
they by the drvine providence ſo ditþuſed, that 
according tothe Apoſtle they ao co-operate to 
effect their good, 


(72) 

{ rode by a field which was very 260d 
ground, bur yer bear a pitryſul crop, nor bu 
that the Land was in very good hearr,. and fir 
foran ample p:vduRion, but the husband- 
man preſu:ning upon its ſtrengrh, had been 
wanting, ro give it that tillage as was requt- 
fire, How many by teo much confidence have 
miſcarryed through preſumption of their abili- 
ter, 'ngaging in divine affairs with ſs cold pre- 
paratien, that they have come off poorly, without 
that FL WCY 14Þ93; ther ſprrits, that mi 'ght have 
been other: fe axcpefted, 


I fav 
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IT 
I ſaw a veſlel ot water vpon the ground, 
and I obſerved it ſpread its lelt to every part, 
to the ſearching of. every cranny,and hilling of 
every Crevice, The new-birth 1s ſaid tobe by 
the water aid the ſpirit, the ſpirit in that vurth 
being as water, not only that it clearſeth the 
ſoul, but that u diffuſeth it ſelf unverſallylea- 
wing #0t any part unſearched, not any luſt un- 
wortified, but ingaging the foul to cleanſe froms 
all filthrweſſe of fleſh and ſpirit, and perfelting 
holineſſe in the fear of God, 


/ 


\ 74 

I had a Lamb whoſe Dam forſook it afſoon 
as it was yeaned, they brought ir home and 
ſuckled it upon one of the Cows, which 1n 2 
few dayes grew as fond of it, as of her own 
Calfe ; the Lamb grew up, and applyed her 
ſelf wholly to the Kine, bleacing after them 
(if at any time the miſt them) and by no 
means aſlociating her ſelf with the ſheep, her 
natural ccmpanions, When God made a Co- 
venant with Abraham and his Seed, he gives 
this as a reaſon, B:cauſe he knew Abraham 
that he would teach his children, and his houſe- 
hold after him to keep the Commandements of 
the Lord : Good education having fo great 
an 


| 
| 
A 
| 
| 
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an influence, that it generally engageth men 
to a profeflion, ſometimes 1o introducerh 
orace, that the time when converſion hath 
been wrought 15 not diſcovered, and we may 
impure ir ſomewhat to this cauſe,that we find 
a ſeries of religious perſons in Davids family 
and ſome others. Good cauſe ro be perſwa- 
ded that the faith which dwelt in the Grand- 
mother Laz, and Mother Exumce, would be 
in the ſon Timethy alſo, when from a child he 
had known the holy Scriptures. \ 


(75) 
The beains of the Sun as they are ſcattered 


at large do not much heat, when at the ſame 
time contraed in a burning-glafle, they in- 
flame combuſtible matter fitly placed, The 
beams of Goſpel light as they are diffuſed in 
publick preaching, much affett not, but if ga- 
thered together by recollettion, and applyed by 


ſerious conſideration, then 1s the ſoul like to take 


the holy fire of divine grace at them. 


(76) 

I rode by a Garden where I ſaiv ſtore of 
oraſle growing in the walks, and other plants 
heaped one upon another in diſorder, which 
had a moſt ungcarefull fight in thac place, 

which 


v ——_ —— — Py; — _ 
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which yer did not much amiis in the adjoyn- 
ing field. Thoſe that have given their names 
to God, they are his Garden, and diſorderly 
Inſts raging there, are much more provoking the 
eyes of divine glory then in thoſe who art profeſ= 
ſedly profane ; the man without a wedding gar- 
ment might have ſcap't, (at leaſt mithout ſo ſe- 
vere an Anmadverſion) if ke had not intruded 
to that nuptiall feaſt, 


(77 | 

I had a Clove-Gilliflower of avery good 
ſort, which being ſer in a cold ground, and 
not that care had of 1t that ſhould have been, 
the firſt and ſecond years it bear Cloves, bur 
the third year only fingle white ones, If the 
heart be planted with the generowus purpoſes, and 
the moſt noble reſolutions, yet will there be a for- 
ſaking of the firſt love, and 4 degenerating wro 
low and carnall complyances ; where there IT; 
20t a conſtant culturage exerciſed,ard care had 
to keep up the bent of the ſoul, and aftuate 
grace,for if the laſt things be not better then the 
firſt, the latter end will be worſe than the begin- 


ung. 
(78) | 
I ſaw two parcels of Cartel turned into one 
Cloſe of ground, where ar their firſt _— 
they 
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they ſhewed their diſtinRion by their ſepara- 


tion and hoſtilicy,bur afrer they had ſo entred 
common for a few dayes; their oppoſition cea» 


| ſed, and they mingled one with another,with= 


out any Lifterence. There is nothing preſer- 
veth Faction, like Szparation 3 a communiry 
in priviledges and preferments , diffolves 
choſe diſtinctions and animoſities which 
would have been (till kept a foot by a diverſe 
aſpe&t. The Pope in that great defection 
from him,”enewed inthe dayes of Queen E- 


lizabeth,when he ſaw there was no likelihood 


F..CY MOTT ” 4; 


of a preſent return, yer kept his fa&tion of: | 
foor, by that Bull forbidding them any com- | 
munity with the Proteſtants in worſhip , | 


whereby that party [was kept vifible and en- 
tire, which otherwiſe would have'moeuldred 


away, and have been ſwzllowed up of that * 
which was more prevalent, and they were 
preſerved as Recuſants, that would have been | 


loſt as Vapilts, 


os 
A Landskip having the particulars ſodiſpo- | 
ſed of, as that together they repreſented a | 


mans head ; being ſhew'd to many, none ap- 
prehended it other then a Landskip (as 1t tec - 
med to be ) bur being cold that it was a mans 


head, and ſeeing the reaſon of the tepreten+ | 


CALLON, 
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tation, and their fancy poſſeſt with it, they 
could not apprehend ir as any other, when 
men wnacquamted with the myſtery of Godli- 
neſſe, are converſant in the externall worſhip of - 
God, they are intent only upon the opus opera - 
tum, and are taken up meerly with the outward 
performance;but when the vail is taken off they 
hearts, they then perceive there 15 a further de- 
ſign, ordinances being ſo diſpoſed by the divine 
grace;that the reſult of them may be the 1uward 
mean,and the dedication of the affettions of the 
heart to God, 
_ (80) ; 

Being ingaged na long and difficulc em- 
ployment, and conſidering how much was yet 
co do, I grew faint, and half reſolved to de- 
ſert-1t, bur looking back and finding how 
many leaves were diſpatched,I rook caurage, 
and reſolved not ro end, till I had ended, [» 
my progreſs heavenmward , when I lock formard 
and view thoſe Legions of lufts from within tos be 
fought with,be ;de thoſe 0 p_—_ from without 
which emerg amily, and the many difficulties 
which on every fide make that way ſtrait, I am 
even at a ftand; but when I turn mine eyes, aud 
beheld how much the grace of God hath already 
conquered, I reſolve through divine aſſiſtance 

L 


ut 
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ot to fit down till there be not a Canaanire beft, 


for though the difficulties are many and great, 
yet iplo epere poſcitur animus, and every 
fight leaves me ſtronger and more expert, 
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Obſervations, 


(1 
SY T 15 recorded of Solomon,that 
| he was ſeaven years a buil- 
ding of the Temple, bur 
thirteen years inbuilding 
his own houſe, (1 Kings 6. 
(Cent 9 wit.) not that he beſtowed 
more coſt or euriofity upon his own, bur he 
had more induſtry and expedition in that of 
God. *'Tisa Proverb with us, of that whick 
goes flowly on, that »t 3s Church work ; men 
a& careleſ)y and coldly in things that concern 
the intereſt of God, but are active and affe- 
Aionate in their own affairs; The zeal of thy 
Houſe hath eaten me wp, was the ſpeech of 
him whoſe heart miſ-gave him in that he 
L 3 dwelc 
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dwelt in an houſe of Cedars, and the Ark of 
God under Curtains, | 


2 
When Pharoah ſought to ſlay Meſes upon * 


the {laughter of the Egyptian, Exod: 2, 15, 
We rcad that Moſes fled from the face of Pha- 
reah, and dwelt in the Land of Midian ; and 
yet Heb: 11, 27. its ſaid, By faith be beft 
e/Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the King. 
Though Meſes's Alying ont of Egypr was an agt 
of preſent neceſſity, yet 1t was an act of for« 


, << 


RS OX” 


mer ele&ion, he had made choice to ſuffer ' 
affliction wich Gods people, before ever he | 


Nw the Egyptian ; (o that though Phareabs 
wrath was the proximate cauſe, yet it was not 


the remote and more principal one , but his | 


faich in cloſing with Gods intereſt, ro which 
therefore his leaving of Egypt is worthily 
attributed, How differently doth God deal 
with us, to what men uſe to do ? in our emi- 
nentelt ats of kindneſs for them , if there be 


any probability of an imputation that we aim | 


at our own intereſt,the thanks is wholly loſt, & 
we are reckoned not as their friends, but our 
own: But God hath very much of charity for 


us, and reckons thoſe things done only upon | 


the account of his glory, wherein yet we had 
| much 
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munch of reſpeRt ro our own ſafety, 


3 

We read 2 Sam: 13, ult, That David was 
comforred concerning Ammer, ſeeing he was 
dead, when as the reaſon why he mourned 
for his ſonevery day, was becauſe he was 
dead; a Paradox indeed: bur that the divine 
providence hath ſo ordered it, that as our 
Joyes are allayed with their griefs, ſo 'our 
oriefs are counterpoiſed with their comforts, 
our very poyſons having their Antidores, and 
che ſting of Scorpions never ſo readily and ſo 
ſurely cured as with the oyle of Scorpions; 
David ceaſeth to lament Ammon being dead, 
becauſe being dead he was paſt recovery ;this 
very thing bringing eaſe ro our ſorrows that 
they cannot be eaſed. 


We find Job» Bapcift wich moſt apparenc 
evidence pointing out Jeſus to be the Chriſt, 
(Fohn 1, 29.) yer afterwards ſends his Diſ- 
ciples to him with this doubtful queſtion, 
Art thou he that ſhould come, or do we look for 
anther ? (Matth: 11, 13.) Though Jeſus. 
had given by his many miracles greater evi- 
dence that he was the ſtar, adding the 

L 3 wicnefle 
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witneſle ofhis works to the divine revelati- 
on , yet Jobs faith is weaker. With what 
favourable allowances muſt even the excellen- 
cies of the people of God be laid inthe bal- 
lances ? this very man ſer apart by Godto 
bear witnefle to Chriſt, and doing that office 
of preparing the way of the Lord fo fully, and 
with lo much integrity , 1s here found pitti- 
fully halting ; what great reaſon 1s there that 
our obedience ſhould be ſincere, for it is ne- 
ver full , and that our hearts (hould be up- 
righr, for they are never perfect. But what 
abatement was this ro Johns teſtimony? could 
che people rely on his witneſs who himſelf 
queſtioned it ? bur ſaich our Saviour, [ have 

reater witneſſe than that of Fohn, God never 
layes the ſtreſle of his deſigns upon mens 
ſhoulders, ſo as that they ſhould 
miſcarry through their frailry, he ever takes 
care to ſecure the ifiue of his own purpoſes 
though inſtruments ſhew themſelves ro-be 
men and not God, 


When Foſeph brou bg Ys farher before 
Pharavh, the Text ſaith, (Gen: 47. 7.) That 
Jacob bleſſed Pharaoh. Yec the Apolile ſaith, 
Heb: 7, 7. That without controverſie the leſſe 

is 
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# bleſſed of the better, Better inthat place is 
taken for the more henourable ; yer Pharaoh 
was the King of a potent. Realme, Jacob the 
Head of ne great Family ; though Pharach 
Was more henourable with tnen, yet Jacob 
Was more honourable with God ; his intereſt 
was greater in Heaven, often reckoned as one 
of the firſt three Worthies in that Court, As 
rothe buſineſs of bleſſing, greatnefle can be 
content goodnefle ſhould rake place. A 
wicked King of Iſrael can call Elſha Father, 
and ſtile him The Charts of Iſratl, and the 
Horſe-men thereof, Goodneis makes it ſelf 
honourable, even among thoſe that hate 1r; 
and ſuch as diflike the praRice of ir, yet like 
well the bleffings thac come by ir. 


(6) . | 

When Abraham was to offer up Iſaac, He 
berna him,ond laid him upon the Altar, (Gen, 
22.9.) We read not of any relu&ancy in 
Iſaac; yet ro make ſnare work. he is bound, 
Abraham knew not how fleſh & bloud might 
firive at the very pinch, and diſturb rhe 
ſervice. 'Tis g00d to be ſure, and nor to al- 
low that any Latitude, which is ſometimes re- 
fraoty,always weak;it's an happy providence 
eh#r prevents the m_ of a ([hamefull re- 
4 freat, 
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treat, by taking away the means of flight, 

Though Ridley came with all willingnels to 
the ſtake,yet he ſaid to the Smith thar falined 
the Chain about him, Good fellow, kneck, it in 
faſt, for the fleſh will have 1ts 6onrſe,The good 
man knew how much ado he had ro perſwade 
it to that encounter, and he knew not how 
It might ſtart at the puſh, 


7 

When Peter had an expreſs command from 
the Lord to follow him, yer he asketh, And 
what ſhall this man do? (John 21, 21.) 
When there is no ſhew for us to diſpute Gads 
Commands, and argue about our duty, in- 
ſead of doing it, then we needleſly interpeſe 
in the concernments of others, and mind their 
buſineſs, not our own, making a ſtand in our 
way co Heaven, and delay our following 
Chriſt, while we turn about to look on others 
and are unconcernedly inquiſitive after theic 
affairs. 


(8) 

We have ſome expreſſions in Scripture 
wherein 'we may ſuppoſe an hyperbole, as 
that of the left-handed Beyjamnres ſlinging 
Ronesto an hairs breadth; ſome wherein an 


hyper- 
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hyperbole is manifeſt, as Joh» wlt. ule, But 
doth God that cannor lye allow himſelf a La- 
ticude to ſpeak be:idethe truth ? or doth he 
comply with the exorbicant medes of men ? 
neither ; bur God ſpeaking co men, ſpeaks af- 
cer the manner of men; who becauſe they 
cannot juſt hit the white, and deſcribe the 
thing exactly, do when the thing is eminenc, 
rather ſhoor beyond ir, chen beneath it, al-- 
lowing the bearer to make ſuch abarement as 
the neceſſity of the thing requireth, ſomes 
tines as the conveniency ; as in thoſe (we 
may call them complemencal!) expreſfions ; 
1 Sam: 24.14. As when David calls hims 
ſelf 4 Dog, a Flea. Abigail mill be a ſervant 
80 waſh the feet of the ſervants of David, verl, 
25. 41. Ziba may take all;ſering the King was 
Fore Aganin peace, 


When I read the tk" of rhe oath 
which the Spyes made 10 Rahab, (Joſhua 2. 
19.) that they would be quit of their oath, if at 
the taking of Fericho that Scarlet thread were 
wot tyed in the window, Ithoughr the tying of 
it there, would be ler alone rill Fericho were 
beſieged, eſpecially ro avoid ſuſpition, that 
the Spyes were conveyed chat way ; bur o 

0 
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firktching I read of after the Spyes departure, 
is The binding of the Scarlet thread in the win- 
dow: She thought that Cord whereon her life 
hanged, could tot be hanged our roo ſoon, 
might have been toolare. Oh the irrationality 
of a late repentance ! Muſt the body be be- 
fieged with fickneſs before that work be 
done upon which eternal life dependerh ? 
How often 1s it that that is never done, be- 
cauſe we think to do ir late ; and what we in- 
tend to do anon, we thetefore do never ? 
And ſurely that work is fitteſt ro be done 
to day, concerning Which it is ſo unſafe ts 
boaſt of to morrow ? 


(10 

When the brethren x; Joſeph met with 
crouble in Egypr, they ſaid one to another, 
(Gen: 42..21,) We are verily guilty concern= 
mg our brother, There were many years had 
paſſed (ince they had ſold him, and we hear 
not any thing of it till now, and yer we find 
no prompter but their own conſciences. There 
is this advantage by affliction, that it gives 
che ſoul a and,and makes it look abour 1r,be- 
vets that obſervation which before it had nor; 
thoſe threſhing inſtruments diſcover that 
chaffe before not ſeen; and when we are 
emp- 
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emptied from veſlell co vellell, we ſee thoſe 
Lees not till then apprehended ; Art thee 
come to call my ſin to remembrance, and 
my ſon ? ((aich that woman) Not to call her 
fin into Gods remembrance, that ir might be 
puniſhed wich the death of her ſon, as by the 
death of her ſon to call her ſin into her re- 
membrance ; what it was appears not, proba- 
bly the unlawfull generation of that ſon for- 
ootten long fince, & pur in the wallet behind, 
bur expoſed to view Por - occaſion. 
11 
When I read Jacobs dream, and his words 
upon it, (Gen: 28. 17.) I wondered at the 
coherence between them ; the dream repre- 
ſenting nothing bur mercy, words of grace, 
promiſes of benefaRion in the moſt abundance 
manner ; and yet when he awakes, he cryes, 
How dreadfall is this place ? who would nor 
have expected other inference from ſuch 
words as thoſe ? Bur Gods countenance 
though clear with ſmiles, yer ſtrikes awe in 
the beholder ; the evidences of Gods love 
are ſofar from begerting preſumption, thac 
they leave the ſoul inan holy trembling, and- 
fear to offend, When God gives into che 
ſoul the Charter of its ſpiricnal priviſedges, 
and richly tades ic wich the fraight of divine 
Promte 
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promiſes, then is it moſt ſenſible of irs di- 
ſtance, and ballaſted with the apprehenſion 
of its own unworthineſs : When God makes 
Abraham of his counſel, and rells him what 
he would do, then cryes Abraham, That be 
1s but duſt and aſhes. 


(12) 

When Lot parted from Abraham , and 
had his choice given him, whither he would 
0, he chuſeth the plain of Jordan, having re- 
ſpe& co the fruicfulneſs of the place, and its 
being watered every where;bur withour con- 
fideration of the wickedneſle of the inftabi- 
rancs, which yer the Spirit of God intimates 
ſhould have been thought of,for tis immedi- 
ately added, (Ger: 13, 13.) But the men of 
Sodom weve ſmners before the Lord exceedingly, 
Bur how ill this carnall proje& ſucceeded, be- 
ſides the grieving his righteous ſoul from day 
fo day, with the unright eos converſation of the 
wicked, being carried captive by the Kings, 
and after diſpoiled of all his ſubſtance in the 
ruine of Sedows, It being juſt with God, that 

"when we prizethe wealth of this world, before 
that of a better, and the health of the body, be- 
Fore that of the ſoul, ſo to diſpoſe of ir, that we 
faul of our deſign, and that proves to our loſſe 
To 


as A. 
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in th at very way wherein we intended it for onr 
gain, 
| TU 

A Promiſe being made ro Avraham of a 
ſon, we read (Ger. 17. 17.) He fell upon his 
face and laughed, ſaying, Shall a child be born 
woto him that 1s an hundred years old ? and 
fhall Sarah that is ninety years old bear ? The 
like promiſe being made to Sarah, we read 
(Gen: 18. 12.) ſhe laughed too, ſaying, Af 
ter [ am waxedold ſhall I have pleaſure ? my 
Lord being old alſo, Surely, there appears no 
fuch difference,either in the words or laugh- 
ter, aSthere was in Gocls {enle of it, for S4- 
rah is reproved, Abrahams applauded, What 
odds doth tne heart make in humane actions, 
God diſcerning a vatt ditference in the very 
ſame works ; thoſe ſervices which are per- 
forme by heartleſs Formaliſts, having a rank 
ſayour in Gods noſtrils, rhe ſame ſervices a- 
Qed by a truly religious Vorary, being a moſt 
acceptable SpeRacle in the eyes of divine 
olory. 


I 

I obſerve a ſtrange key in Sarah and 
Rachel, that rather then they would be whel- 
ly childleſs, they would have them by their 
maids, and that which 'tis like they would 
have 
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have ſtormed at upen another account, yer 
they themſelves upon the ſcore of ſatisfying 
their fancies, are the Authors of ; and if their 
husbands ger childrento be born upon their 
knees, it thall qualifie the apprehenſions pf 
their own Sterility. Lord, [ am ſenſible of wy 
barrenneſs, that I have been to thee very frut- 
leſs ; the iymortall ſeed of thy Word, how often 
bath it been caſt upon my heart without any pro= 
duftions ? but let my {ore to fruttifie be ſuch, 
that 1 may endeavorr others may bear upon m 

knees, that that ſeed through my means naay he 


diffuſed to ethers alſo, 


(1 

We are told Heb: g. - That mm the Ark 
there was the pot of Manna, Aaroys rod that 
budded, and the T ables of the Covenant, Yet 
(r Kings 8. g.) tis ſaid, There was nothing i: 
the eArk, but the Tables of the Covenant, 
When I obſerved the diverſity of thoſe 
Texts, I thought (and I ſuppoſe truly) that 
the Relative i had for its Correlative 
4 x3 noc 11C27%s, ſo that the pot. of Man- 
»"4, and eAarons rod, are noted as the 
Concents of the Holyeſt of Holyes, not of the 
Ark, to which agree that Scripture, Exod: 
I6. 33, where there 1$ mention made of lay- 
ing 
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ing thens before the Teftimony, not in the Ark , 
chat being reſervedas a peculiar Bibliorhera 
for the Tables of the Law, there being by 
divine appointment,a more ſolemn and pecu- 
liar cuftody allotted ro them, then to any 
ching elſe inthe world beſide,not only to keep 
them for oþſervation, as to preſerve them 
from violence, neither abſtra&ion nor addi- 
tion being allewed there, bur exaRt and pun- 
Rual compliance ; the molt prudential con- 
ſulcations of humane reaſon alwayes meeting 
with unhappy ſuccefle. Sa/s providence 1n 
preſerving the beit of the ſpoils of Amaleck 
for ſacrifice, becauſe beſide the rule, find a 
curſe inſtead of acceptance, and is told, Ove- 
dience 15 better thay the far of Rams. 


(16) 

V'Vhen God ſent G:den ro deliver 1ſraed, 
(Judg.6. 12.) he beſpeaks him, The Lord is 
with thee, Thou mighty man of valour, V Vhat 
needed there mentien of G:deers valour,when 
the weapons ef that warfare were vo be ſpi- 
ritual, rather then carnal, a (trons faith rather 
then a ſtrong arm; to blow wich the Trumpets, 
and cry, The ſword of the Lord, and of Gideon, 
required rather 200d Lungs, then a valourous 
heart ; beſides 'rwas Gods purpoiz to glorifie 
| himſelf 


—_— a. 4 


"0 
o 


CO _——— — —  — —— 


172 Scripture Obſervations, 


himſelf immediately in this delivery, there 
fore chole the three hundred char lapped, ra- 
ther thanthe other rhouſands, ſo that the ve- 
rieſt Coward had be<n rather tor Gods turn, 
then a man of courage. Burt though the work 
was the Lords, the enterprize was dating, 
and required a well fortifyed mind co under- 
cake it; rhe expoſing of three hundred in ſuch 
a poſture to an army that covered the earth 
like Graſhoppers, could not but ſtagger him 
who deſired a ſign that God would tave Iſ-4- 
el by his hand, when he had thirty two thou- 
ſand men following him ; therefore the Lord 
thus beſpeaks him, queſtionably whether In- 
dicatively or Imparatively, to ſhew him ſo, 
or make him fo, or ar leaſt more ſo, theres 
fore the Commiſhon 1s, Go in this thy might, 
or thus, Wade mighty ; but however if Gileor 
were high in valour, he was low in humilicy, 
thongh cryed up by the reftimony of an An« 
gel, and ſohard a matter to be a good Soul- 
dier, and not a Braggard too, yet not a word 
of his boaſting through the whole Rory, God 
can well allow us our portion, when thereby 
we intrudenot on his intereſt, 


(17) j. 
In the 2 Saw: 13. 5. We find Joradab of 
; counſel 
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counſel ro Amneor in the raviſhment of his 
Glter Tamar, and inthe 32. verſe eicher of 
counſel or conſcious ro his murder 3 we read 

him indeed adviſing in the execution of the 
wickedneſs, but not admonyſhing of the pu- 
niſhmenc. Thoſe Decoyes are frequent, who 
Svg »6 1x20 danger, but there leave us, I have 
read of an evill ſpirit that was wont to entice 
men into miſchief, ard then make himſelf fort 
with their troubles;*tis the Devils play tolaugh 
at thoſe miſeryes, wheremts thoſe things brought 
#4 to which he adviſed ws. 


| (18 

A charge is given by David to Ziba to till 
the Land for Mephiboſheth, and to bring him 
the frmts, that hus maſters ſon might have foad 
zo eat ;and yer at the lame time there 1$a pro- 
miſe made, That he ſhould eat bread continu- 
ally at the Kings Tavle, Surely Davids pro- 
vition was not 1o ſhort, asthat there needed 
a ſupply from Z:ba ; there might have been 
mention made of Rent co his Cofters, bur ic 
ſeems 1mpertinent to provide food to eat; 
- where to ralk of a ſupply had been a diſpa- 
ragement - But <Mephiboſheth had a ſon, and 
tis probable ftore of Arrendants, and for 
cheſe is the food intended, regkoned as his, 
M becauſe 
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becauſe for his Dependants ; beſides, under 
the name of food other neceflaries are under- 
ſtood, though lefle neceſlary; as bread, pro- 
miſed to Mephiboſheth ar Davids Table , be» 
cauſe the (iatfe of mans life, and therefore 
principally mentioned, though only ſo, ex- 
cludes not the other delicacies which at thE 
Kings Table were to be had. when wepray 
ro God for our daily bread, we intend alſo the 
ather conveniences of life, and that for us and 
ours; and when God promiſeth to give 1 food, 
fo that we need not take thought what we ſhall 
eat, yet then he imtexds we ſhould be provident 
for our own diet: Dawids courteſie muſt be ac- 


companied with Ziba's induſtry, 


(19) 

In the Hiſtory of the Kings of Iſrael, the 
Scripture refers us to the Books of Nathan, 
Gad, Faſher, and others ; if theſe books were 
not Pecmywsd; , as "tis probable they were 
not, yet being thus referred to, they were 
of Divine Authority, though nor 4 preore, by 
Divine Inſpiration, yer 4 psſterrore, by Divine 
approbation, and like Leather money, though 
no filver,was yet currant being ſftampr; even 
thoſe words of the Heathen Poer, being quo- 
red by the Spirit, are (being ſo) of like Au- 

chority ; 
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thoricy ; bur why are we referred to them 
for our confirtnation br information ? Indeed 
God co eſtabliſh” our weakneſs, repezrs his 
Command that we be ſtrengthned, Be ſtrong, 
yea, be firing ; we have the ſame things re- 
icerated;God thinks not much ro ſhoot two 
Arrows our of his Quiver, to ſtrike the mark 
dead,that like a Parrridge kilfd by a Merlyn; 
ic may not ſo much as quiver a wing, though 
the firſt did mortally wound ic, By ewo im- 
mutable things whereby ic was impoſlible for 


.God to lye , could God have lyed,had there 


been only a fingke alleveration ; and did thar 
impoſſibility ariſe from the Duplication ? 
ſurely not to God who cannot deny himſelt, 
and changeth not 5 but as to us; in conde- 
ſcenfion to whoſe weakneſle God makes that 
Bond double, which before was ſo ſtrong that 
Heaven and Earth ſhould be diflolved firſt ; 
but why are theſe books then loft > Even mi- 
racles that ſwadled the infant-truths of the 
Goſpel were left off; when by time they had 
eathered ſtrength ro ſtand alone ; yea, God 
expects we ſhould not be alwayes Babes, and 
therefore reckons upon the time,whereas for 
the time; ye ought : [have wany things to ſay 
into you, but you cannot bear them now ; which 
yet wer? ſ&d when they cculd bear them ; 


2 alf 


_ 
* 
—_ _ - — gy _ 
nn 
- - _— —<. a... 
W— 


176 Scripture Obſervations. 


all things are not fir for all times ; thoſe Books 
might be meer for the preſenr Generations, 
that were not 6 for thoſe that followed. 
John points with the finger, Behold the Lamb 
of God that takes away the ſins of the world ; 
yer the Diſciples are charged To tell ns man 
that he was the Chriſt, Beſides, as God 
will ſometimes help our weaknefle, ſo at 0- 
ther times try Our faith: Hence thar univerſal 
flence, or perverkon in protane ſtory, of what 
the Divine makes mention ; how ſhort a 
couch doth Joſephs give of the Lord Chriſt, 
who yer copiouſly handleth things (even to 
common judgement) far leſs memorable; yer 
of thoſe Books that were written and loſt, or 
Traditions, hath God taken care to inſert ſo 
much in the Scriptures as was pertinent for 
his Church ; for which cauſe thoſe words of 
Enoch ate recited by Fude, whereas what was 
wriften or ſaid by him beſides, 1s periſhed, 


(20) 

Though God be often atreſted to be »s re- 
ſpecter of perſons, yer we find him dealing dif- 
terently wich divers perſons in divers caſes. 
Gideon requires a f1gn more than once, and 1s 
favourably complyed with ; Zachary doth ſo 
but once, and hath his own dumbneſle _ 
m 
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him for an; evidence ; But 'tis no wonder, if 
God who knows the thonghtsdeal drverſly to our 
thoughts, Gideons faith like a child newly 
come to its feer, defires that ic may be u 
held by a figne, and piry it ſhould not be led, 
that was willing to g0, Zachary ſtands ar a 
©4ze, and ſeems not 10 much to defire confir- 
mation, as to diſpute the poſſibility of the 
thing from the imprebabilicy, arguing thar 
ſuch a thing would not be, becauſe naturally 
it could not be , withall racicely ſuſpe&ing 
the Meſſenger; therefore the Angel tels his 
name, and gives a fign, not only to confirm 
the truth, bur chaſtiſe his unbelief : They 
were 200d men both, and well beloved, bur 
their different tempers required a diftererir 
diſpenſation, God # not partiall thoagh he 
wſe variety of threſhing inſkruments, for the goed 
corn in all is not diſcovered otherwiſe; the wheel 
muſt be turned over ſome, when the rod will ſuf- 


foce for another. 


(31) 

We read Ge: 3. wlt, that when Adars 
was expulſed Paradice, There was a flaming 
ſword turning this way and that way to preſerve 
the Treeof Life, *'Tis to be wondered ar, 
that that place then ſhould need a Guard to 

M 3 defend 
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defend ir, which now needs a finger to poigt 
at ir, the judgements of learned men vary- 
ing about nothing more, than the {cite of it ; 
no peculiar Tree, no particular beauty, diſtin- 
uithing that Garden, nor yer thoſe Rivers 
1{luing thence, ſo punctually deſcribed,giving 
other then a gueſs at ir, Did that Garden 
which Adam in innocency was to Till, after- 
wards when the ground was curſt, degenerate 
with the reſt , and more haſtily inroa wilder- 
neſs ? and as Corruptio opes .mwrum eft peſſi- 
ma ; So here it ſhould be Citifſima too; like Ape» 
Kates that grow worſe, more and more ſpeedily, 
than other wicked ones. But well might it be, 
that that Guard ſhould be remicted ; for 
though Adam at his firſt removall from Para- 
diſe, might have defires of returning,the pre- 
ſent ſenſe of ſo great a loiſe being then upon 
him, yer this ſenſe every day abated , as the 
ſtrength of ſin got —_ and prevailed; ſo that 
t hat was at firſt defred, was afterwards leſſe, 
C& at laſt forgotten;befides, habitsof ſin gathered 
ftrength daily, and were confirmed by repeated 
 alts, and that deprauation of nature whereinto 
eAdams fall brought minkind, was more and 
wore inhaxoed, and by cuſtorse in ſin man was 
daily farther debauched, ſo that as Gids judge- 
wents encreaſed continually, fo the means of life 
Were 
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were farther remrved, and mans thoughts for 
i, and poſſibility to attain it, every day decay- 


ed, 


22) 

After the death -þ Jaceb, when the ſons 
of Iſrael! feared Joſeph would remember 
againſt them what they had dcne to him , 
chey make this their plea, Forgive the treſ- 
paſſe of the ſervants of the God of thy father. 


There 65 no _ argument to prevail for 4 
a 


mutual compliance, then unity of Religion; for 
what ſhould keep thoſe at a diſtance, that are 
Joyned together by that ſtraiteft obligation, that 
are onein that moſt ſuperIan've one thing ? 


(23) 

When the mother of James and John reque- 
ied the Lord , (Mat: 20. 21.) T hat her ſons 
might ſit, one ox theright hand, the other on the 
left; our Lord replyes to them {as ic ſeems at 
the fi:ſtview)quitebeſides the purpoſe,asking 
them a queſiton little pertinent ro that they 
treated him about ; for what appertained 
theirdrinking ofche cup he ſhould drink of, & 
being baptized wich the ſame bapriſme,to the 
ſiting at his right hand and left, in bis King- 
dome?bur if we conſider it, it will appear very 

M 4 © much, 
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much, for theſe young men were ſolicitous 


abour what was to be had, not what was to be 
done ; their eyes were upon the end, more 


than the way; the reward, than the work ; 


' thought more of reaping, than ſowing , yea, 
before they had ſown; therefore our Lord 
remembers them of the Teary ſeed-time , 
purs them in mind of the bircer cup and bap- 


riſme, wherein the deep waters ſhould gs 
over their ſoul ; *rwvas time to tell them of 


the Stony, Thortny Rode, that talkt of ſerting 
down, before they had well ſer out, what 
fore of Suitors would Heaven have, if there 
were 0 more to do, but go in and poſfſeſſe the 
Land, if there were never an Anakim to be 
fought with firſt ; beſide, the way to glory ts 
threugh the place of a skall: Chriſt muſt ſuffer 
theſe things, and enter into hu glory, te the 
T hrone over the Therne , If we ſuffer with 
him, we ſhall be glorified together ; they 
that are before the Throne of God are ſuch as 
came out of great tribulation, and have waſh- 
ed therr Robes, and made them white in the 


blud of the Lamb, 


(24) 
I find na ſort of men more frequent than 
the Phariſees in their diſputes with Chriſt, of 
| none 


” 
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none fewer that beleeved ; we find theſe 
captious hearers, Curious queſtieniſts,cenſori- 
ous obſervators, but haveagy of the Phariſees 
beleeved on him ? theſe had Cars eyes thar 
ſaw beſt inthe dark, knowing men in the im- 
pertinencies of the Traditions of the Elders, 
and therefore witty to diſpute againſt the 
truth; no men farther removed from conver- 
fon, then the carnally wiſe, and ſuperſtiriou(- 
ly religious. But behde, to talk of Religion 
| Tha to be the buſineſs of theſe men, they ak 
what 1s the great Commandemert m the Law, 
rather then take care ts doit ; Religion ſhould 
have its rice tn the head, and flow thence to the 
heart ;but when "tis a ffanding Pool there, when 
men are ricketty, great heads but unprepertio- 
nable hearts, are all for diſputation, nsthing for 
obſervation: ke theſe who ſtudy the Philoſophers 
ſtone, while they would be rationally rich, they 
become really poor, 


(25 

The Apoſtle Peter _ ſtrange queſtion, 
(1 Pet, 3.13.) Whois he that will harm you, 
if ye be followers of that which is good ? Who 
will ? Nay, Who will zot > What a Cloud of 
ſufferers upon that 'very account might be 
here called into confute the Apolile ; = 
Pau 
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Paul might be ſer againſt Peter, he ayes, 
( 2 Twn, 3. 12.) Allthat will live Godly in 
this life muſt ſuffer tribulation ; yea, Peter 
avainlt himſelf, ( 1 Pet- 2. 19, ) where 
he ſpeaks of a man for conſcience toward God 
endaring grief, ſuffering wrongfully ; bur the 
Apoltle ipeaks de jure, not de fatto, and veri- 
ly innocency is not alictle conſolation to the 
ſufferer; 4 good conſcience carrying alwayes 
Balm along with it to anoint the ftripes,and Su- 
gar to ſweeten the bitter Cup, that tyranny or 
craelty may tsforce upon us ; beſide, the confi- 
dence(uprightneſs having boldnefſe) makes the 
forehead as an iron wall, ſerenes the front, ſo 
that it retorts the ſhame, brings the oyl of glad-= 
meſs inſtead of the confuſion of face,which clouds 
the guilty: An huge ſatisfatiion too ariſeth from 
the reflex alt of - ſoul, when 1t looks into its 
ſelfe, and ſinds fair weather there, whereas 
guilt hath an ugly hue, and terrible look, and 
#lwayes brings terrour o-_ affrights with it. 
26) 

When the Herodians came to Chriſt with 
defign to betray him, though the Lord had 
power to have avoided their cruelty, as he 
did that of the Jews, yer he chuſeth rather by 
2 prudent reply to evade their Trap ; Ceſars 
image uygon their Coyn being an —_ 

either 
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either of his right or power, fo that they muſt 
pay Tribure our of juſtice or neceſſity , yer 
with ſuch a limitation as would ſurely keep 
them within bounds, reſerving to God his 
due, that that Soyeraign Lord be nor depri- 
ved of his right, while the petty ones be 
complyed with, Our Savienr wasld not run 
himſelf into the Lyons jaws, when he might ga 
out of his way with a good conſcience: Religion 
doth net entangle a man in unneceſſary and ime 


pertinent ſnares ; God allows we ſhould ſtand 


aſide when the immediate concernments of his 
lery do not call us ont ;, precious m the ſight of 


| the Lord is the death of his Saints, and there= 


YO 


p _— 
9 2 


fore to be expoſed, but upon a very emainent ac- 
count, not ſquandered away: T hoſe that wenuld 
mt accept deliverance, aid ſo , not becauſe they 
were prodigal of their lives, but could not have 
equall conditiens;for the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, 
and Dove-like irnnocency, may well ſhake hands 
with the Serpentine prudence, ard an honeſt 


policy, 


(27) 

VVhen our Saviour ſent out the ſeventy 
Diſciples to preach, he charged them »or ts go 
from houſe to hauſe, Luke 16, 7.yer Paul here- 
in witneſleth his integrity ro the Elders of 

the 
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the Church of Epheſus, thar he had taught 
them publickly, and fron houſe to houſe, (Alt; 
29. 30.) Pauls praftice did not claſh with 
the Lords precept ; our Lord forbids ſuch a 
going from houſe to houſe, as was npon the 
account, not of reaching, bur cf entertain- 
ment, He would net that his ſervants ſhould 
(ke beggars). go from dove to dore ; low and 
wrworthy wayes for lrvely-hood, agree not with 
the profeſſion of thoſe whoſe maintenance 1s cal d 
double honour ; They are ſent out without a 
ſerip, yet muſt make no baſe ſhift for their pro- 
v1/ion ; but obſerve a comely gravity in the ſame 
houſe, remain eating and drinking ſuch things 
4 they grve, not by an unhandſome crouching 
ro beg that hire, which a true labourer may || 


(-_ . 
challenge as his du:. 


(28) 

In the charge which Paul gives Timothy, 

to bring the things he left at Troas, he takes 
eſpeciall care tor his Backs and Parchments, 
The chiefeſt furniture of a Miniſter 15 bis Li- 
brary, and that which men reckon much as his 
commendation, that he is a gond Scholar, there 
being nothing more contemptible then a dull hea- 
ded illiterate Preachey ; but here's the miſ- 
ehief of it, that while they require Brick of us, 
they 
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they give us no Straw, their maintenaxce being 


ſuch, that if it hold out to buy a Cloak, there 
# nothing left for Books and Parchments, 


(29) 

When our Lord was invited to the Phari- 
ſees houſe, he ſets down with unwaſhen 
hands,( Luke 11. 38.) twas not unknown to 
him what was the Tradition of the Elders, 
or the Phariſees judgement in that reſpeR, 
neither may we think him uncomplying with 
ſuch things of decency and cleanlinetle, as 
humanity required ; and though he might 
with a good conſcience, and would 'tis pro- 
bable have waſhed afore dinner, yet we ſee 


 Þ him therefore refuſing it, becauſe chey would 


make that neceſfary which was indifferent. 


| The very Efle of external worſhip being droine 
| appointment ; while men go abour to make that 
| Religious which God lefr as 1ndifferent, they 


attually deftroy what they intend to eſtabliſh;fer 
mhich cauſe the Lord deth not only reprove ſuch 


| injunthions of theirs as were contrary to Gods 


Law, but ſuch as were befide it, arguing hereby 
that they worſhipped God in vain, becauſe they 
caughie for Doctrine the Commandements 
of men ; ard this very thing emphatically ſets 
# Charatter upen Jeroboams time, appointed 

| by 
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by him for wyſhip,that it was the month which 
be had deviſed of his own heart, 


| (30) ; 
He that ſhould have read char prophehie 


' in Heſea, (Hef. 12, 1.) would little have 


chought of ſuch an interpretation as che Spirit 
giveth ; for who would have imagined that 
thoſe words, Out of c/Egypt have I called my 
fon , ſhould forerell Joſephs bringing up 
Jeſus out of Egypr. T5 hard to deduce cortain 
concluſions from paſſages meerly propheticall, 
and as dangerous to engage in things of prattice, 
only upon the condutt of ſuch light as thoſe places 

ord, they being intended rather for confirma- 
tion than narration: for whith cauſe we find 
thoſe predittions of our Saviour concerning his 
ſufferings and reſurreition, hid from the Aps- 
ſoces; but after they were effefled, then they 
remembred that he had ſaid theſe things un- 
to them, and they beleeved rhe Scriptures, 
and the word which Jeſus had ſpoken. 


(31) 
When I heard Hereds promiſe and oath tc 
the daughter of Herodias, That he would ve. 
her whatſoever (he ſhenld ask , to the half of ht; 


Kingdime, (Mark, 6. 22.) 1 expeted the 


(houle 


wr, me. ur my Rn Wa. 
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ſhould have come in and requeſted ſome 
luſty boon, a Dutchy ar the leaſt, bur be- 
hold ſhe deſires Fohn Bapriſts head in a Char= 
over; there could be no ſuch ſatisfaction in the 
Heremutes head , that the impotent ſoul 
ſhould thus deſire it, if malice had not ſer 
ſo great a price upou it - ' But whither will 
not the ſpirit of revenge tranſport #s ? the good 
man had reproved an inceſtuwous marriage, 
no leſſe then his head muſt pay for it, though 
purchaſed at ſo dear arate, as halfe a King- 
dome ; but it ſeldome 15, that the purchaſes re- 
venge maketh, are not like Copy-hold Land, 
ail for twice, as this woman in a fhort tire 
after dearly fownd ; for what the Prophet repro- 
ved, C «ſar diſallows and puriſheth, 


(32) | 

When Mary Magdalen ſtood weeping at the 
Sepulchre, ſhe turns about and ſeeth Jeſus, but 
knew him not, Jch.20.14. It doth nor appear 
that the body of Jeſus was Changed after his 
reſurre&ion , as to what ir might be known 
from another by ; for he ſhews T homas the 
print of his n#1ls, and 'tis aid of the Diſciples 
travelling to Emaus, That their eyes were 
withhelden that they ſhould not know him,imply- 
Ing that otherwiſe they would; but we __ 
uC 
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ſuch cauſe here, yer the miſtakes him for the 
Gardiner, The good woman was intent upon 
her ſorrow, and was ſurprized with ſo ſudden 
ard unexpetted a diſcovery © It 1s moſt dark at 
day break, and Gods way of revealing himſelf 
is uſually by contraryes, as Abraham believed 
in hope, againſt hope , God ſteps in with ſuch 
wrlooked for mercies, that his people doth not 
believe their own enjoyments ; Pal. 126. 1. 
V'Vhen God turned again the captivity of $:- 
on, we were like thoſe that dream, Thought 
they dreamed, not crediting that deliverance 
reall, but imaginary ; when we think comforts 
are fartheſt off, *tis but turn about, and they 
are before a,fer God delighteth that his migh- 
ty arm be made apparent, axd ther to ſave 
when his people have no power, and there 1s none 


ſhut up nor left, 


(33) 

Our Lord ſayesto cAfary (Jobs 20, 15.) 
Woman why weepeſt thow > whom ſeckeſt thou ? 
and yet ſhe knows him not ; but when he ſays 
Mary, ſhe cryes Rabbowi ; when he beſpeaks 
her with che generall nawe of Woman, he 1s 
undiſcovered cO her, bur when by the peculi- 
ar name of Mary, he is own'd by heras Ma- 
ſter ; So great a difference there 1s between ge- 

neral 
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neral and particular calling ; how many have 

tably heard Chrift ſpeaking to them 
_— 4 he hath called, th hy y name, 
and that word by « particular application hath 
been laid upon their hearts > Yea , what odds 
1s there berween publick preaching, and par- 
ticular ſpeaking ? how many have received 
more inſtruion and edification by one hours 
private diſcqurſe, than by multiplyed hours 
ſpent in publick Sermons ; and much were ic 
co be wiſhed, that there were care had, as 
ro reach publickly , ſo alſo from houſe to 
houſe. 


a -— | 

| Whenthe man a our Lord whether 
there were many that ſhould be ſaved, Lake 
I 3, 23s inſtead of anſwering his curiohcy he 
replyeth by a proficable admonirion; he diver- 
reth his thoughts from the uſeleſle ſpeculati- 
@n of an abſtrafted general, into the uſefull 
confderation of his particular intereft, thar 
inſtead of knowing the number of thoſe thac 
ſhould be ſaved, he ſhould Rive co be one 
of the number ; well were ic, if thoſe lirtle- 
edifying queſtions berween Calvin and Arme 
21 abour Calling and Ele&ion, were, con- 
vegred into ſerigus endeavours 10 make owr 
calling 


1Go Scripture Obſervations. 


calling and ele1og ſare, and there were more 
care to advance Chrifts Kingdome in our 
hearts, then to ciſpure when and where his 
perſonal Reign ſhall bz vponrhe earth. 


(35) 


If that controverſie had been propoſed ts 
one of our Rabbres , which the woman of Sa= 
maria did to Jeſus, (John g. 10.) Whether 
Aonunt Gerizm, or Jer:{alem,were the place 
where men ought to worſhip, they would have 
told you a ſtory our of antiquity, wherein 
poiſibly they would have re2ched no higher 
chan the ave after Saxballat, and to have mitt 
of the true {tream,. by not aſcending to the 
true Primitive fountain ; but our Lord redu- 
ceth- this controverſie abour worſhip to the 
proper conſideration of the true object of 
worthip, not difpuring how, or where, or 
when, but what was to be worſhipped, and 
dire&ting the mind to ſuch worſhip as was ſu- 
table.(and therefore likely ro be acceptable) 
212: fpiricual, like the Spirit we worthip ; and 
therefore we ſhall find God calling men off 
from Ceremony, as he hath call'd them on to 
further diſcovery ; as he revealed himſelf 
more cleerly in Goſpel light,ſo the ſhaddows 


fled away, and Ceremonies were reduced ro 
be 
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be much more fimple in furniture, and fewer 
in number, 


(36) 

The Apoltle James layes a neceffiry upon 
us to make our faith publick by good works, 
(Fames 2, ult.) ſaying, Faith without works 
z5 dead; yer the Apoltle Pax! enjoyns us ro 
keep our faich private , ſaying, Haſt thor 
faith ? have it to thy ſelf before Goa, «Rom: 14. 
22, Not that the Apoſile Pau! who had to 
manifoldly evinced the excellency of faith, 
and its efficacy to juſtification, was unwilling 
ir ſhould be- manifeſted by ns fruirs, or 
were not as much for good worksas the other, 
bur the difference berween chem is in the dif- 
ferent faith ſpoken of ; St James ſpeaking of 
chat general faith, St Payl of a particular; the 
object of the firſt being all Gods will revea- 
ted ; the obje& of the latter being ſomething 
concerning which Gods will hath not been 
particularly reveafed ; the firſt is that for 
which there 'muſt be a contending by the 
Saints ; but no contending for the latter, no 
impoſing of that upon others , no cenſuring , 
no judems for not'obſervance ; to be zealous 
in the firſt 1s faichfulneſs, in the latter 1s fa- 
Aioaſneſs ; of that there mult be a publick 

| N 2 pro- 
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profeſſion, of this ſuch a private obſervation 
as may agree with the generals we allow, and 
with our particular periwaſion ; no diflolying 
of the golden Chain of Chriſtian Charity for 
any difference of judgement 1n this, wherein 
a thing and its contrarygeating and nec eating, 
a day and not 2 day,may be alike laudably ob- 
ſerved. 


(37) 

We find the reaſon why God brought va- 
riety of judgements upon the Fews,rill he had 
removed them our of his ſight, and deſtroyed 
their City by Nebuchadnezzar, to be the fins 
of Mazaſſch,and the innocent bloud which ne 
thed, wich the Lo:d would not pardon 
2 Kings 24.3, 4. yet we read thoſe fins were 
pardoned tro Merefſeh, upon his faith and re- 
pentance , and the preſent judgement under 
which he tutfered, removed ; yea Manaſſeh 
deparred this life long before rhe deſtruction 
of Feruſalemforthat the calkamities then tutfe- 
red, lictle- pertained unre him, whom the 
grave had ſecured againlt ſuch afrer-claps; bur 
though Marafſeh were dead, and his miqui= 
ties forgiven to him, yer his poſterity did a 

rove his doings: That reformation begun - 
1imſelf, and carried on to much perfe&ion 
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by his ſon Joſiah, was quickly interrupted by 
the wicked poltericy thar followed, they by 
their aſſent ſubſcribed ro the long Bed-roll of 
thoſe fins which the Father had diſclaimed, 
and added a new ſcore of their own iniqui- 
ries; thereſore it wasjult wich God to reckon 
to them, and make rhem pay that account 
which they themſelves had approved ; and 
thisis the way whereby a wicked generation 
may entail chemſelves heirs to the iniquiries, 
and conſequently to the plagues of all prece- 
dent ages ; thus all the bloud from that of 
rishteous Abel,to that of Zacharias the ſon of 
Barachias , 18 reckoned to the unbeleevins 
Jews, and therefore wrath broughe upon 
them to the uttermolt :Wherefore no wonder 
if we ſee eſtares gotten by b:ibery, or oppreſ- 
ſion, melting away like the i ntimely fruit of 
a woman, While the ſucceeG6:hg heirs inftead 
of making due reſticucion, juitifie the rapines 
of their progenitors, and (pend that by riot 
and prodigality which they got by extortion 
and cruelty, 


(39) 

"When our Lord commanded the Legion 
our of the poſſeſled that haunted the Tombs, 
( Mark 5. 10, ) ie read That he —_ 


N 3 
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him much, that he would not ſend them out of 
the Countrey; 1 began to think why the De- 
vils ſhould defire to abide in thoſe parts, bur 
I found the people of the place came to 
Chriſt, and deſired him to depart ont of their 
Courtrey ; no wonder the Devils defire there 
co abide, where th2 people pray the Lord to 
be gone ; 'tis a ſweet content to the Devils 
to have their Manſion there, where the inha- 
birants love their Hogs more than their ſouls, 
and eive Chriſt not ſo much entercainment as 
they would do a Swinzherd, 'Tis like theſe 
were Countrey-Farmers, who knew no more 
Religion than a Colle for rain and fair wea- 
ther 1n 11s ſeaſon, God hath promiſed his pre- 
ſence where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther about the affairs of his worſhip, and the 
Lerd laich, H# Father and He will come and 
ſup, and make their abode with hins who Iaveth 
him & keepeth his Commandements;ſo contrart- 
ly,the Devils delight to poſſeſſe thoſe houſes froms 
whence all att of Religion are baniſhed, and 
God ts not named, unlefſe,as by the dammed m 
hell, that he may be blaſphemsed. 

Bur whereas onz Evangeliſt ſayes , ot out 
of the Countrey , another ſayes ot to. the 
deep; though verily, there be not much dif- 


ference beryeen Hell and ſome hauſes, as - 
the 
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the fins and blaſphemies commirted there, yet 
is there odds to che cormeres, Hell is Gads 
houſe of Corre&ion,from whence thoſe ſpirits 
are ſomerimes ſent to be the Executioners of 
Gods diſpleaſure, and it 15 their cerrour to 
be remicced thither, therefore we hear them 
C:ying our to our Lord, Not to torment them, 
nt to ſend thexs into the place of torment, Tyll 
the conſummarionrhere 15 uſe of the Miniſtry 
of thoſe evill Angels, and till chen (I chink 
tis probable ) cheir ſufferings are nor al- 
wayes alike grievous, nor yer their fins cull 
chenart the higheſt ; for though their execu- 
tions be according to command, yer their ma- 
lice in the execution encreaſerh their rranſ- 
oreffion ; and though they are now reſe:- 
ved ineverlaſting Chains under darkneſle,yer 
It 1s to the judgement of the laſt day, when 
that everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels, ſhall be ready for them, 


= 


29 

The Diſciples might well marvel] at that 
queſtion of our Saviour, (/atth, g. 20.) 
when he asketh, Who touched we ? The pev- 
' ple preſt upon him, and th:onged hire, and 
he might rather ask, ho touched þhim not ? 
than who did 2 Alas, thoſe many thronged 
N 4 WIth=- 
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withour conſideration, withour deſign ; and 
as they prel(t without any purpoſe, ſo to ns 
purpole ; as Without intention to be benefic- 
ed, ſo witheut benefit ; bur the — of 


Chrilt was a plot of the womans, a project to 
be healed, an a&tdire&ed to that end ; for 
which cauſe the Scripture reports her healing 
not as caſual, bur the reſult of her deſign, 
and therefore records the diſcourſe which ſhe 
had wich her own heart about 1t; ſuch touche 
ing of Chrilt, had power to extract virtue 
from hin, and attraft it, to bring 1t out from 
him, and bring it in to her, whereas the 
other left him as it found him, no diffuſing of 
efficacy to thoſe, who were not prepared by 
any thoughr for it; ſo great 4 difference is 
there between doing what we mind, and not 
minding what we do ; the means of grace are 
ſeldome applyed to with deſign, aud deſire of be- 
nefit, that men are diſmiſt altogether without 
what they came for; but never marvel if thoſe 
are ſert. away without any ſpiritual profit, that 
came without any other deſign then to ſee and be 


ſeen. 


(40) 
When our Lord in the ttorm is awaked by 
als Diſciples, (Mark 4. 38.) they propoſe 


fuch 


LY 
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ſuch a queſtion as doth tacicely chars him with 
a neglect of their lives, Mafter, careft then net 
that we periſh ? lexpeRted rather they would 
have minded him of his own danger, that 
have complained that he minded nor theirs ; 
for his jeopardy was greater being aſleep, and 
at leaſt the ſame, being embarqued with chem 
in the ſame botrome. Bur thus ic often is 
With the ſervants of God in their diftreſles, 
that they are apt to charge God fooliſhly, 
and ſay of their ſufferings as the wicked of 
their ſins, The Lord doth not ſee, neither doth 
the holy One of Iſrael! regard ; when as in all 
their affift1ons, he is affiifted, ard ther griefs 
are his : He hath entwiſted their good with 
his intereft,, and be that toucheth them, touch- 
eth the CAppleof his eye; thea will the Lord be 
wanting ts ſecure bis own canſe, when he 1s 
cavelee whether thoſe periſh who uprightly ſerve 


hing 


(41) 

When I read of he Tapliciey of John the 
Baptiſt, 1 admire tohear that Herod feared 
him, ſuch a ſimple Fellow in ſuch mean ar- 
ray, With a Leather Girdle, and Rayment of 
Camels hair, poo:ly clad, and meanly fed, 
{0 be a terror to ſo great a Porencate ; if he 
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had beenin his Poxtificalibus, with his Croſs- 
Keyes and Triple-Crown , and the Thunder- 
bolt ofExcommnnication in his hand,he might 
have ſcared a Prince ; bur ſaich the Text, 
He knew hins to be a juſt man, and an holy. 
What an honourable impreſſion doth holineſs 
fix upon the fore-heads of he righreous?whatr 
anawe it begets in the greateſt, inthe vileſt; 
even the very Rabſhakehs while they ſcoffe, 
they tremble, That Image of God to which 
the Lion croucht when Adam was in innocenc y, 
qnd the fierce Tiger did bis homage, where *tis 
renewed it makes the meaneſt hononrable, and 
brings to remembrance that God, to whom the 
proudeſt muſt give up their accounts, 


(42) 

John in the Revelation declareth his error 
1 worſhipping the Angel that ſhewed unto hins 
theſe things, (Rv: 19. 16.) We find him 
an impartial reporter aguinlt himſelf, fo great 
a faulr ſer down withour any the [aſt extenu- 
ation,not ſo much as a miſtake pleaded ; the 
Angel indeed in his anſwer ſeems to imply, 
that Johz theught him other than one of his 
fellow-ſervants, but Johz hianſelf calls him 
one of the ſever Angels with the vials, So tree 
ere the ſervants of God totabe ſhame to them- 

2 ſelves, 
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ſelves, while others ranſack far and neey to fiud 
out excuſes to palliate their crime, »r poſt then 
to ethers,(as Saul chargeth his ſparing the ſpoils 
of Amaleck wpon the people, whoſe 95ce be o« 
beyed) they are fall ara pen in ter confeſſi- 
o25, and ready totake that blame from :»/::ch 
all would acquit them, beſides themſelves; th:y 
cry like David, Lord, I have hnned, and [ 
have done wickedly, bur theſe ſheep, what 
have they done ? Bur which 1s yet more,we 
find John not long after faulty upon the very 
ſame account, (Rev: 22, $.) and it ſeems 
very probable if you compare Cap: 19. verſ, 
10, With (ap. 21, verſ. g. to the very ſame 

Angel; he thar had ſo clearly before diſco= 
vered himſelf to be a fellow-ſervant, and fo 
ſeriouſly admonithed himnot to do it, and ſo 
fairly direted him to the proper objeR of 
worſhip; ſurely, there 1s ſomething init, 

that ſo holy a perſon as Fohn, (o informed be- 
fore hand, and art the time of ſuch divine Re- 
velations, ſhould be ſer forth to us, thug 

the ſecond time failing; but verily God fore- 
ſaw what great idolatry chere would bz com- 
mitted in the world by the worſhipping of 

Saints, and therefore by this a&tton of Fobas 

either fore-ſhewed it, or preſented a Cauti- 

on aainſt it ; a Cauticn indeed, for how 
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Sreat an argument 1s it, That Saints are not to 
be worſhipped, ſering they are but fellow-ſer- 
wants ? for can that Soveratgn Lord endure 
that ſervants ſhould be made his fellows, or that 
fellow-ſervants ſhould have fuch worſhip from 
their equals, if not in preſent, yet at leaſt bn 
futwre enjyyments ? 


3) 

The Apoſtle P4ul (43) his reaſoning the 
caſe with his Corinthians, (2 Cor 12. 18.) 
uſeth much of argument to excuſe his nor 
putting them to charges; we might have ex- 
peRed rather ſomething of Apology that he 
had been burdenlome, than that he had not ; 
bur ir isan ordinary Craft to charge the not 
requiring of thoſe courteſies(when the oppor- 
runiry to do them are paſt) as an unkindneſs, 
which if requeſted when intheir ſeaſon,would 
have been grumbled at ; bur what canner be 
reckoned as a Comn-right injury, is yet unpu- 
redasa deſigne ; thisnot being burdenſome 
as a Crafty fetch to draw them in, that they 
might be more ſecurely and fully preyed up- 
on afterwards by thofe whom he ſent to ga- 
ther his harvelt afrer him ; as if Titz and the 
brother char came witch him, were appointed 


ro do that which Par! would not ; fo _— 
ble 
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ſible 1s 1t for a Miniſter of che Gotpel not te 
have even his good evil ſpoken of ; theſe ve- 
ry men that quarrelled with Pax/ becauſe he 
put chem nor to charges, were contented the 
falſe Apoſiles ſhould bripg them intobon» 
dage, aevourethem, take of. them, buffer 
them on the face, The wile exorbitants of 
lewd Teachers, are more favourably ſuffered 
than the pros endeavours of religious Paſtors, 
wherein the edification of their flock 1s meerly 
anterded, 


In that Treatment which our Saviour gives 
the multitudes that followed him, he ſeems 
very impolit:ck in drawing Diſciples after 
him,to profeſle, That who will be his Diſcaple, 
muſt hate father and mother, wife and children, 
houſes and Lands, muſt take up the Croſſe and 
fallow him. To give ſuch hard Almonds to 
ſucl> ſoft Teerh;was this the way? a 
perſon would have taken another ccurſe, he 
would Have feafted his nejghbours wich 
goed cheer, and have ſoaked their heares 
with ſtrong liquor to have molified theic affe» 
ions, & have made their minds plyable,this 
had been a likely way to have done good, ro 
have brought them fairly on ; bur our _ 
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likes no Cupbeard Suitors, nor thoſe who 


follow him for the Loaves, his ſervants muſt 
frieet with Rorms, therefore he is for ſuch as 


Will ſtand to their tackling; *ris ſeldom there- 
f6r bur the Lord quickly tryes what mecral 
they are of : Thoſe that draw Diſciples afrer 
them, they number their followers by the 
poll;bur our Lord (as Gideon with his Army) 
nds thoufands away that are baſe and faint- 
hearted, wherefore they are often alarmed, 
and it never is that Godlineſs 1s long -proſpe- 
rous, that thoſe who are approved may be 
made manifeſt, and they that are otherwiſe 
may not be hid. 


| _— -.. | 
. We do not rezd-thar the men which owned 
che Colr were affy-of the followers of Jeſus; 
yetafloon as they were told by the Diſciples 
which were ſent, That the Lord had need of 
Blajs withotit further diſpute they let him'go 
invincible arsument with cofiderate men) 
Far could there be replyed in ſuch a caſe?had 
if been equall to have denyed? Mighr not that 
Soveraign Lord require for his own uſe, who 
—_— ſo much for ours 2 may he nor juſtly 
eany thing that gives all? what a ready 
complyance is there in particular natures , 
TE to 


«a m_ "= | HY " —Y i 


Scripture Obſervations. 203 


to that whichis more unverſall > The heavy 
water will ſhift its Region, and from the 
low valleys, ſpout over the lofty mountains to 
avoid a Vacuum; and the maſſy Iron forgot its 
weight, and ſwam like Cork at the command of 
the Prophet ; and ſhall :.or every creatwe deny 
ws private intereſt to ſerve him, upon whoſe in= 
fluence the whole world depends ? and it were 
better ten thouſand worlds ſhould periſh, then 
he ſhould be 1n the leaſt a ſufferer : And ſhall we 
boggle to part from thoſe vile luſts upon his ace 
court, concerning which it may be acht, What 
profit had ye in rhoſe things 2 wel may theſe 
generoms Heroes be memorized now , and to 
eternity, who were willing to be blotted ont of 
Gods Book , and be acommfPt YTOno< bry 
ther than the-tinixene ont br ments of d; 
glory ſhout be imparred; epulqyheſe thus free- 
ly ſacrifice theis Hy +1 
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